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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE ASSESSORS for the TUC Memorial Sculpture competition 
ave decided that none of the entries merits the award of a 

j ‘rst, second or even third prize. p. 688 
ILLUSTRATIONS of the winning design in the competition 
jor an All-India Medical Institute, which was won by three 


British architects, appear on p. 692 
7 CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER has appointed 
a pee to advise ona new Queen’s Hall. p. 703 


Temple Bar 6251-2-}3-4 


THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH is to issue bulletins on various 
aspects of Health Service buildings to help architects and others 
in the work of hospital planning. p. 706 

THE PRESIDENT of the Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors has criticised the RIBA and RICS for their 
** closed-shop ”’ policy. p. 706 

A COMPETITION to encourage the improvement of the design 
of electric signs has been announced. p. 707 

SIR HERBERT MANZONI has stated that he cannot see why 
the cost of building should be 300 per cent. higher than before 
the war when the cost of labour is only 200 per cent. up. _p. 709 

BUILDING WORK EXECUTED during 1954 will exceed that 
done in 1953 by 20 per cent., according to the MoW.  p. 7\1 





THE DESIGN OF HEALTH BUILDINGS 


N terms of capital investment it has become fashionable 
to regard the National Health Service as the Cinderella 
of the Social Services, but the Conference on the Design of 
Health Buildings held recently at the RIBA serves as a 
timely reminder that, whilst the volume of building work 
at present undertaken may not be large, yet the founda- 
tions of practical planning research in this field are becom- 
ing established and give promise of development into a 
wide and vigorous river of knowledge. The contribution 
being made by the Division for Architectural Studies of 
the Nuffield Foundation has long been realised and the 
statement by the Minister of Health that arrangements 
have now been made to set up a research team at the 
Ministry is welcome news indeed; such a development is 
long overdue, but the team’s activities will not be suc- 
cessful unless the Minister ensures that the constitution 
of the team, medical and administrative as well as archi- 
tectural, is of a high order and that a balance can thereby 
be achieved between the value of experience and the 
accepted risk of experiment. It is also important that this 
new research should dovetail into, and not overlap, the 
work proceeding in other quarters and the approach must 
not be a parochial one—good health is, indeed, of inter- 
national interest. 


No two hospitals have the same problems and there is 
no such thing as a standard plan; the object of research, 
to quote Mr. Llewelyn Davies, is “to provide the 
practising architect with the tools of design,” yet the work 
of research will be nullified—if not sabotaged—if it is 
followed by the issue from the Ministry of standard plans 
intended for unthinking adoption. 


The increasing overall cost of the Health Service is a 
subject for concern and the findings of the Guillebaud 
Committee are awaited with interest. Any major 
recommendations will, presumably, be of a medical 
nature, but they cannot but have effect on planning and 
construction. Architects and builders will always accept 


that restricted moneys are a challenge to ingenuity, but 
when it is remembered that the gross annual cost of the 
Health Service is approximately £500m., of which only 
£l(m. is spent on building, and which compares with the 
present level of £57m. on schools and £430m. on housing. 


it is natural to expect that they wish to feel satisfied that 
the energy which they expend in utilising the small sum 
available produces the best possible advantage to the 
Health Service. Medical technique is changing constantly, 
but after six years since the inception of the National 
Health Service Act it should now be possible for answers 
to be given to some of the outstanding problems; if, for 
instance, it be true that hospital waiting lists are unreason- 
ably high, but that a proportion of in-patient treatment 
could equally well be given in the out-patient department 
then it would appear that the traditional conception of 
that department should change and be extended by facilities 
and accommodation to permit the carrying out of more 
detailed treatments, including minor surgical work, and 
served by short-stay recovery beds. But this is only the 


” first stage of a break with tradition, and already the general 


practitioner complains that the hospital tends to exclude 
him from full participation. A re-examination by the 
Ministry of the present policy of discouraging the build- 
ing of health centres except of the simplest nature might 
well reveal that their provision could assist in reducing 
the demands on hospitals, particularly if such accommo- 
dation included the simpler forms of technical equipment 
to assist diagnosis. Such matters have a fundamental 
effect on the total of hospital beds which the country 
needs. 

The main concern of the Government is obviously the 
overall cost of the Health Service rather than the com- 
paratively small percentage of that sum devoted to capital 
development, but an increase of this latter could have an 
appreciable effect on running costs; for example, patients 
are frequently retained in hospital longer than is necessary 
due to delay in diagnosis caused by the bottleneck of 
inadequate or outmoded X-ray and _ pathological 
departments; hospital laundries could be centralised and 
re-equipped with modern labour-saving machinery; 
boiler houses need modernising and equipping with 
economisers and mechanical equipment for fuel handling, 
and, in many cases, a change to the use of fuel oil as a 
cheaper substitute to solid fuel might be.made. 

A local authority can obtain part of the cost of capital 
development by raising a loan, but Regional Hospital 
Boards cannot do so; the present requirement that hospital 
finances must proceed on the basis of annual grant by 
Parliament is recognised by all as not the best method to 
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achieve the greatest economy and there is precedent for 
making quinquennial grants. 

The most desirable form of planning, construction and 
types of material to be used, both initially and from the 
viewpoints of maintenance and preservation of flexibility 
to counter changes of use, have been solved for many types 
of buildings, but hospital architects will remain in difficulty 
if the moneys available are insufficient to afford the correct 
solution, and even this cannot be given unless a more exact 
view of medical accommodation needs can be stated—it 
must be either true or false that there are enough hospital 
beds in the country. The proviso that the beds are not 
always in the right place must not be accepted as the 
inscrutable disposer of an attempt to reach a decision; old 
buildings can always be modernised if the money is avail- 
able or, in cases where this is not an economic proposition, 
pulled down and replaced with modern buildings. 
Scotland and Northern Ireland are in advance of England 
and Wales in providing completely new hospitals, and 
whilst it is by no means agreed that a large programme of 
new hospital building is necessary for England and Wales 
it is incontestable that such buildings as we do possess 
should be suitable for the purpose which they are intended 
to serve. 

But when all else has been said and done the hospital 
remains as a place of healing and comfort to body and 
mind; let us beware, therefore, that the patient is not 
forgotten in this complex subject, and let there be an 
increasing demand for buildings of human quality, fine in 
conception and treatment, graced with landscaping and the 
elegance of space and nature and—dare the suggestion be 
made—just a little money spent on cultural things so often 
falsely regarded as unimportant. 


ST. PAUL’S 


UT for the great work of strengthening and repair 
carried out between the years 1925 and 1930, it is 
doubtful whether St. Paul’s would have stood up to the 
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bombing. As it was, the fabric was grievously damaged. 
At the east end the roof was penetrated and the High 
Altar destroyed. The interior of the north transept was 
wrecked and a gaping hole made in the floor right through 
to the crypt. Damage was also done to the exterior. 
ir a House was fired and gutted by incendiary 
ombs. 


In addition to the repair of war damage a large general 
programme of restoration and repair, inside and out, has 
to be undertaken atthe Cathedral; andthe Choir Schoo!, 
marked down for demolition in the replanning of the City, 
has to be rebuilt at considerable cost. To meet all these 
needs a capital sum of £400,000 is required, together with 
a continuing annual income of £20,000. A campaign io 
raise this money was opened at the Mansion House last 
week, when it was announced that a gift had already been 
received from the Queen and a message commending tlie 
appeal from the Queen Mother, patron of The Friends of 
St. Paul’s. 


There are many calls on private generosity to-day. Only 
recently more than a million pounds has been subscribed 
for the preservation of Westminster Abbey, and aa 
endeavour is currently being made to raise a sum of several 
millions for the repair of the established churches 
generally. Yet we have no doubt that the call from St. 
Paul’s will be answered, for it has a special place in our 
hearts as the masterpiece of our greatest architect, our 
finest Renaissance symbol of the Christian faith, and the 
resting place of many of our greatest and most famous 
men, from Wellington and Nelson to Lawrence of Arabia. 

Some new and costly features are to be embodied in the 
Cathedral. The new High Altar will be a memorial to 
those of the Commonwealth Forces who fell in the two 
world wars, while in the apse behind the altar is to be 
built a Memorial Chapel to those American men and 
women who died in the war while guarding our shores. 
St. Paul’s, indeed, has become a shrine of the English- 
speaking world. It is our privilege to see that it endures. 
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Notes of the Week 


wholly and the other largely) with the re- 


One is that they deal (one plications, would have attracted more of 


the “big boys.” The poor response, 








TWO LONDON EXHIBITIONS 


Two exhibitions—concurrent early this 

week, one being over before this 
note appears—have common factors be- 
sides their juxtaposition in South Ken- 





TUC MEMORIAL SCULPTURE—Group for Court- 
yard, by Heinz Henghes. 


lation of sculpture to architecture: I must 
reluctantly record that there is an element 
of disappointment in each, writes Basil 
Marriott. 

At the Imperial Institute, the 123 en- 
tries for the design of sculpture in two 
classes (The Courtyard 
and Main _ Entrance 
groups) for the TUC 
Memorial Building 
were on public view. 
Disappointment in their 
quality must be even 
greater for the TUC 
than for those of us 
who hoped a_ truly 
architectural sculpture 
was at last emerging. 
The TUC _ Building 
Committee are to be 
commended both for 
their offer of just the 
right sort of patronage 
for this, and for 
appointing as well- 
balanced a_ panel of 
assessors as Sir Herbert 
Read, Messrs. J. : 
Richards, Arthur 
Deakin, Jack Tanner 
and David du R. Aber- 
deen, the architect to 
the building. 

One had _ thought 
that this, as well as the 
subject, because of 
its humanistic im- 


however, is not wholly to be ascribed to 
the proportion of comparative unknowns 
or even students, but mainly I think to 
failure to grasp the relationship between 
sculpture and architecture, and its special- 
ized needs. Insufficient opportunity is, of 
course, partly to blame, but it sometimes 
seems that the artist has lost interest in 
what his art is for, as applies to so much 
““ studio” or, worse, “ gallery” painting. 
Another factor is undoubtedly lack of 
inspiration in the formal expression of 
symbolical or allegorical themes. 
Indeed, “ disappointing ” is the kindest 
description applicable: one does not want 
to rub it in, as the outcome is best gauged 
by the assessors’ decision to award no 
first, second or even third prize in either 
class, let alone recommending the execu- 
tion of any designs, but only three “ con- 
solation' prizes’’ in each class. These 
go to Seigfried Charoux, Heinz Henghes, 
Fred J. Kormis, Bernard Meadows and 
Peter L. Peri, who brings off a “ double,” 
being commended in each class. But in 
the hope that the panel’s decision will 
not deter organisers or competitors from 
trying again, one may venture to suggest 
at least one of the avoidable errors. It 
is that the cliché-crucible has surely been 
scraped clean by this abortive competi- 
tion, both in idea and execution. The 
result has been a derivative “ sampling 
of every conceivable contemporary trend, 
irrespective of its suitability for archi- 
tectural context and scale. Frankly, some 
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ROCOCO ART AT THE “V AND 


”> 


A.” The silver ‘‘ Kneeling Prince 
(Kurprinz Maximilian Joseph von 
Bayern). By Wilhelm de Groff, about 
1737. Lent by the Gnadenkapelle, 
Altotting. (See Note.} 


of these are becoming dated and even 
debased. The only answer would have 
been merit such as to still criticism or ridi- 
cule, and the panel’s decision is a wise 
one, for even some of the commended 
designs leave some doubt that the monu- 
mental scale would prove congenial to 
their authors. 


ROCOCO ART FROM BAVARIA 


AT the V & A Museum (until Decem- 
ber 5 at the earliest) the exhibition leaves 
a slighter and more purely personal feel- 
ing of disappointment. Good “ chi-chi ” 
has, I maintain, a very real place as a cor- 
rective when our “isms” get too solemn. 
Rococo art is one of its inspirations, hav- 
ing no message or purpose other than to 
charm and divert. It never caught on 
here, and oddly lingered longest in Ger- 
many, proverbially heavy-handed in its 
approach to the frivolous. 

The exhibition somehow falls short be- 
sides being unhelpful in drawing the fine 
line between baroque and rococo. <A 
friend offers the engaging simile of “ pie- 
crust” as compared with “ icing-sugar,” 
granted that the crust makes the pie while 
the icing is a “flourish.” If this is so, 
judged by the exhibition there is a good 
deal of heavy pastry under the curlicues, 
and the creators of the charming but 
goofy putti, the melodramatic martyrs, 
and at least one harrowing pieta, surely 
regarded themselves as above the con- 
fectioner’s art. 

The selection covers Sculpture and 
Designs, Paintings and Drawings, Church 
and Secular Plate, Porcelain and Faience, 
Furniture and Interior Decoration and 
Textiles. The best in each has been 
sought, we are assured, and possibly the 
conscientiousness of the German spon- 
sors has sacrificed a little of the charm 
of the second-rate associated with the 
genre. For most of us, it is apt to be 
seen through the spectacles of tasteful 
modern decorators, particularly for 
heatrical décor, as has happened with 
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Victorian and even Regency revivals. The 
“real thing” is therefore well worth its 
bob admission if only as a corrective, and 
both shows are too important to ignore. 


A CENTENARY 


CORDIAL CONGRATULATIONS to our con- 
temporary, “The A and BN,” on 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (GROUP 5).— 
**RIBA Form of Contract,’’ by Mr.  Jefferiss 
Mathews, OBE, FRIBA, Bedford Head Hotel, 41, 
Maiden-lane, WC2. 7 p.m. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

RIBA.—President’s inaugural address. 66, Portland- 
place, Wl. 6 p.m. 

HousING CENTRE TRUST.—*‘ Housing 
Guiana,’’ by Mr. A. E. Hickinbotham. 
street, Haymarket, SWI. 1.15 p.m. 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF WorKs.—Annual dinner. Café Royal, 
Regent-street, Wl. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—Discussion 
on ** Boreholes—Instrumentation for Measurements at 


in British 
13, Suffolk- 


Depth.’’ IEE, Savoy-place, WC2. 5.30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—** Reconstruction in 
London,’’ by Mr. P. Johnson-Marshall. 34, Bedford- 
square, WCl. 6.15 p.m. 
RoyaL Society oF ArTSs.—Inaugural address, 


** Looking Ahead,’’ by Mr. E. Munro Runtz, FRICS, 
RSA. John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 


THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Discussion on ‘* Wkat is 
the best means of realising the Club’s proposal for 
an exhibition of architecture? ’’ Chez Auguste, 47, 


Frith-street, Soho. 7.30 p.m. 
INSTITUTE OF HoustnGc.—‘* Any Questions.’’ County 
Hall, SEl. 6.45 p.m. 


FEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS OF SPECIALISTS AND 


SusB-CONTRACTORS.—Annual luncheon. May Fair 
Hotel. 1 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
BIRMINGHAM AND FIvE Counties AA.—‘* New 


Buildings for Old,’’ by Sir William Holford, MA, 
FRIBA. Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ Gal- 
leries, New-street, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

LEEDS COLLEGE OF ART (SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 
AND TOWN PLANNING).—Presentation of diplomas by 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, FRIBA, ARICS. 
City of Leeds Art Gallery. 3 p.m. 

INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED 
CARPENTERS.—Debate on ‘‘ The Woodworking Crafts- 
man’s Future in Modern Society.’’ 66, Portland-place, 
WI. 2.30 p.m. 
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celebrating a Centenary last week. The 
paper is, of course, an amalgamation, 
“The Architect” having been founded 
in 1869, “ The Building News” in 1854. 
In the more esoteric circles of technical 
journalism, stories are still told of the 
remarkable quartette who ran the “ BN” 
about 60 years ago—Passmore Edwards 
(proprietor) and Maurice B. Adams, 
Harvey Piper and Kibblewhite (staff). 
The one we like best is of Kibblewhite, 
who spent most of his time in the base- 
ment brewing a mysterious proprietary 
concoction which he marketed as “ The 
Elixir of Life.” Happy (and less stren- 
uous) days! 


PRACTICE ARBITRATION 


EVERY SEAT was taken, and many had 
to be refused tickets, for the practice 
arbitration held at the RIBA on Thursday 
last week under the auspices of the Insti- 
tute of Arbitrators and the London 
Master Builders’ Association. The bril- 
liant “cast” carried the proceedings 
through with great aplomb and though 
there were many laughs the serious and 
educative purpose of the arbitration was 
never lost sight of. The part of the 
arbitrator was taken by Mr. E. D. 
Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, FRIBA; the 
claimant (the builder) by Mr. A. W. Yeo- 
mans, MIOB; counsel for the claimant 
and the respondent were, respectively, 
Mr. J. Fox-Andrews and Mr. P. Mac- 
nair, barristers-at-law; the respondent 
(the employer) Mr. A. E. Stenning; and 
the architect, Mr. P. V. Burnett, FRIBA. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


HAVING surmounted “all our troubles 
in connection with the building of the 
new Cathedral,” Coventry Cathedral 
Reconstruction Committee are at present 
considering the appointment of a clerk 
of works. Experience in specialised 
reinforced concrete work and mason’s 
work is an essential condition of the 
appointment, details of which are adver- 
tised elsewhere in this issue. 








THE NEW “ TERMINI” STATION, ROME.—L. Calini, E. Montuori, M. 


Castellozzi, V. Fadigati, A. Pintonello and A. Vittellozzi, architects. 


This building 


is featured in the exhibition on ‘‘ Building in Concrete’ currently running at the RIBA. 
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RESTORING ST. PAUL'S 


LAST WEEK, at the Mansion House, a 
campaign was launched to raise a sum 
of £400,000 for the restoration of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and for other associated 
objects. For these purposes a trust has 
been set up, of which the Lord Mayor 
and the Governor of the Bank of 
England are trustees. Gifts should be 
sent to the Dean, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, EC4. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


Mr. LESLIE WALLIS apparently made 
an excellent impression when as presi- 
dent of the Institute of Builders he ful- 
filled his first official engagement by 
addressing the LMBA Council last week. 
He talked frankly and openly about his 
hopes and difficulties, about the criticism 
the Institute has run into, and about the 
secrecy with which in the past it has en- 
shrouded its affairs. He wants to change 
all that. During his years of office he is 
going all out to talk about the Institute 
and to make others talk about it too. 


DR. FRANCIS C. EELES 


A MEMORIAL service for Francis Caro- 
lus Eeles, OBE, DLitt, LLD, FSA Scot, 
sometime secretary of the Central Coun- 
cil for the Care of Churches, will be held 
at St. James’, Piccadilly, at 12.45 on 
November 19. 


TELEVISION AERIALS 


SOONER OR LATER something will have 
to be done about the unsightly television 
aerials currently sprouting from _ the 
housetops. Basildon New Town Corpo- 
ration, we note, has sanctioned an 
experiment by a private manufacturer by 
which a communal aerial is being pro- 
vided in a block of aight maisonettes 
over shops in the Fryerns area. Besides 
reducing the number of aerials, it is 
hoped that a communal aerial will be 
cheaper for those sharing the service, as 
an aerial capable of feeding about eight 
sets may cost only as much as two indi- 
vidual aerials. 


CAMBRIDGE PRESERVATION 


EXCELLENT WORK continues to be done 
by the Cambridge Preservation Society. 
The County Development Plan, the con- 
trol of advertisements, the orderly 
expansion of Coton, the future of the 
Gog Magog Hills Estate, the Old 
People’s Houses in Northampton-street, 
street lighting and Madingley Mill are 
among the matters on which the Society 
has expressed its views during the past 
year, according to the annual report, 
1954, just issued. A leaflet enclosed with 
the report announces that a contract has 
just been signed to buy, and so save, the 
Gogs Estate. To meet increased respon- 
sibilities a sum of £4,000 is needed. 
Donations will be gratefully received by 
the Secretary of the Society, 7, Hills- 
road, Cambridge. 


DESIGN APPROVED 


THE PLANNING COMMITTEE of Oxford 
City Council have approved the design by 
Professor Sir William G. Holford, 
FRIBA, for the front of a proposed new 
store for Messrs. Woolworth’s to be built 
on the site of the old Clarendon Hotel in 
Cornmarket-street, Oxford. 
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““T know what I’d do with 

some architects and their 

designs for rebuilding the 
City!’ 











CORRESPONDENCE 


COMMERCIALISED QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR, —As a mere member of the Royal 


Institution of Chartered Surveyors, © 


who has built up a provincial practice 
from absolutely nothing since October, 
1945, I would like to make a few observa- 
tions on two subjects on which letters 
were printed in your issue of October 22. 

The secretary of the RICS has avail- 
able to him the scholastic and profes- 
sional histories of thousands of candi- 
dates and the examiners’ reports on each. 
I cannot conceive of anyone more ex- 
perienced or more capable of analysing 
that information and drawing from his 
results the correct conclusions. 

Year by year more candidates have 
aspired to being able to write “ ARICS ” 
after their names, and the RICS should 
be congratulated wholeheartedly for 
withstanding all, the temptations in its 
path to reduce its standards just that 
little which would bring in literally 
thousands of people who, like “ Savage 
QS,” have shown themselves willing to 
“contribute substantial sums to the In- 
stitution funds.” 

Some very few years ago the members 
examined the Institution’s finances very 
thoroughly, and raised the subscriptions, and 
if I remember aright, this was to a great 
extent because the examinations cost so 
much more than the examination fees 
brought in and students and probationers re- 
ceived so much more than their subscription 
covered. In addition, the little old building 
in Great George-street is so inadequate that 
it is impossible to hold a members’ meeting 
in it, and permanent staff fully occupy as 
offices even the modest accommodation 
originally reserved for the very busy presi- 
dent to meet his guests or to change in. 

It would be so easy to provide a large re- 
building fund, and to keep members’ sub- 
scriptions down, if the Institution would only 
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break faith with all those who have come 
to appreciate the consistency of the stan- 
dards set for its members over the last 
hundred years. 

Financially, we have to consider every 
penny before it is spent, because of th: 
changing values of money, but ali credit is 
due to the Council of the Institution for not 
falling into line with the generally changing 
qualities of craftsmanship. 

I would like to say a little on the subject 
of the Commercialised Quantity Surveyor. 

The “chain store” was a necessary ex 
pedient and is now being misused by some— 


in too many instances by people who should . 


be the most scrupulous in maintaining the 
high ethical standard of the profession. 

For various reasons the last war has made 
it impossible, in many instances, for pro- 
vincial firms to cope with the work in thei: 
own localities. The increase in multiple 
address industrial and commercial under 
takings has also centred architectural, and 
consequently quantity surveying services 
near the headquarters of these firms. 

Government departments now have vast 
provincial building interests but their archi- 
tectural staffs are mainly in London, and 
they have not taken quite so much trouble as 
one could have desired, to see whether 
quantity surveyors were available in the 
locality of the building operations. It is 
therefore only natural when London firms 
have had to visit the provinces through 
clients resident in London, and have found a 
fruitful source of income locally, that some 
should set up in practice there at least 
nominally. A further encouragement to 
opening local offices is, in the first instance 
of course, the staff shortages, since local 
offices do save staff time in travelling. 

This is the latest development of the in- 
dustrial era, that the merchant, even though 
he may once have been a professional man, 
has crept into our profession. The primary 
object of the merchant is not the quality of 
his craftsmanship but how much money he 
can make out of it. Clearly the primary 
consideration of the head of the firm with 
branches scattered around the provinces 
cannot be personal supervision and_ re- 
sponsibility for his assistants’ craftsmanship, 
but must be the selling of the product of 
his many assistants’ brains. 

If the clients were educated to a realisa- 
tion that they can get at least equal service 
from local practitioners the multiple office 
would not survive—so long as the local 
practitioner was as good a quantity surveyor 
as the manager of the multiple firm. Of 
course there will always be the official who 
wants an excuse to visit London and who 
therefore pretends the only service suitable 
is that of the “ specialist ” in London. There 
is no bigger handicap to the quantity 
surveyor than that circumstances should 
make it necesary for him to specialise for a 
period. 

As a provincial practitioner I fume madly 
every time some substantial service, ‘often 
for a local authority, goes to London or 
to a multiple firm with a branch office down 
the road from mine with probably no more 
than one could call a site office staff. But 
why should I worry really? I keep a staff of 
about thirty fully occupied and could take 
more; I haven’t 30s. a sq. ft. office rent in 
London round my neck, plus travelling, plus 
entertaining people who insist on coming to 
London to answer queries, plus many more 
things too. As a result I can train every 
surveyor on my staff to be a complete 
surveyor with a view of the job occasionally 
and a hand in the settlement, and, too, he 
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can talk to my clients, with the authority of 
one who hasn’t only taken off the windows 
or drains. 

I feel that the same reasons which have 
prevented the multiple store from wiping out 
the suburban shop with its reputation for 
personal service willingly given without 
apparent consideration for the gain from it, 
will enable the “ little ” provincial surveyor 
to survive. 


A point which clients, both architects and 
otherwise, could well bear in mind though 
is this; that they may have given their work 
to a vast multiple undertaking with dozens 
of assistants and many branches, but the job 
cannot be done by more men than the 
little man round the corner can provide. J 

ave (circumspectly asked architects how 
many sets of drawings they have provided 
for a quantity surveyor’s use, and they have 
said “jone” or “two.” Two men cannot 
measure from one drawing. 


If two or three or even more chartered 
surveyor partners have ten to _ twenty 
assistants under their noses and near the site 
f the future building, what better service 
can be provided, and, of course, the fees 
ire the §ame no matter how big the firm, 
even if the travelling expenses are nat. 


Yes, I think we shall survive the competi- 
tion, and the big boys will either be shamed 
into becoming professional quantity sur- 
veyors again, or perhaps economy may dic- 
tate the closing of some branches. 

The myth of the specialist in London, as 
the reason for going to the big London 
Headquarters, cannot survive for ever. 


A. P. HoLpswortH [FRICS]. 
73, Bower-road, Sheffield 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—Your contributor Mr. R. A. W. 
Hoare [The Builder, October 15] 
refers to the flying of the “ Jolly Roger ” 
on the notepaper of commercialised 
quantity surveyors and Mr. : 
Vinycomb refers to “South Saxon 
raiders from London.” Whilst their 
humour is appreciated and apt, it is diffi- 
cult for the victim to be humorous 
when a monster four of five times his 
size is gripping him by the throat and 
slowly strangling the life out of him. 

In his letter, Mr. Hoare does not lay 
emphasis on quality but on increased out- 
put, and financial gain appears to be the 
dominant motive. There was a time 
when assistants took a real pride in their 
work and responsibility for the prepara- 
tion of a good bill of quantities was a 
source of deep satisfaction, but com- 
mercialism appears to have destroyed 
this. Having been employed myself by 
large London firms, both as a senior 
taker-off and chief assistant, I know how 
soul destroying a commercialised quantity 
surveyor’s office can be with its water- 
tight compartments and specialisation. 

Your correspondent is sceptical about 
any large firm opening a branch office 
and running it at a loss. Does he not 
realise that if the labour market dries up 
in London it would be very convenient 
to open a branch office in the provinces 
and rob local surveyors of their staffs to 
provide a reserve staff to draw upon and 
then, when local firms have been 
liquidated, have a clear field to exploit? 
Has he never heard about big-business 
combines being prepared to spend for- 
tunes to put their competitors out of 
business and being prepared to reduce 
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their profit on one subsidiary if it helps to 
create profits for another? I wonder 
whether London clients or provincial 
clients will be given priority by the 
London firms when provincial quantity 
surveyors have been eliminated? 

Mr. Hoare’s next point is about lavish 
entertainment, and if he has no know- 
ledge of this, then he is indeed an 
“innocent abroad.” During the war 
many public works contractors threw 
expensive parties, and this practice has 
been copied by some professional firms; 
also, introductions to other firms’ clients 
have been engineered followed by invita- 
tions to expensive lunches. However, I 
will respect your correspondent’s feelings 
and not give further hot particulars in 
cold print. It is up to the various profes- 
sional institutions to stamp this out and 
rid the profession of these evil practices. 
I well remember the high standard of 
professional integrity demanded by my 
first provincial employer who returned all 
Christmas presents with a stern rebuke. 
Nowadays such presents are accepted 
with alacrity. 

It cannot be disputed that the commer- 
cialised quantity surveying firms have 
now forced up salaries to an _ un- 
economic level as far as the average 
practice is concerned, and during the past 
few years it has not been uncommon for 
a provincial employer to draw less than 
he is paying his senior assistants. Appli- 
cants for these highly paid appointments 
should take the long view; some of us 
remember what has happened before in 
such cases during our lifetime. As far 
as junior surveyors are concerned, they 
would be well advised to put experience 
first. 

In the city where I practise there are 
several “South Saxon raiders” from 
London fighting and scrambling to cap- 
ture our clients and employees. It is a 
lamentable situation, as all with the 
interests of the profession at heart will 
agree. 

** LIVE AND LET LIVE.” 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—Mr. Robert A. W. Hoare has 

done a service to the quantity survey- 
ing profession by stating (The Builder, 
October 15) so unequivocally that even if 
a mess does exist in the Augean stables of 
the RICS it could have been ventilated 
privately and far more discreetly and with 
less damage to the dignity of the profes- 
sion than having the matter aired in 
public. 

Some correspondents do not realise 
that it is rank bad manners to exclaim on 
seeing the Emperor’s Nero Clothes. 

I like immensely Mr. Hoare’s construc- 
tive suggestion (The Builder, October 15) 
to privately practising quantity surveyors 
that they inaugurate a scheme which 
would bring reward directly allied to in- 
creased output. Quantity surveyors and 
their staffs throughout the country long 
have wanted a system of piecework or, 
better still, a payment-by-results scheme 
and have been waiting only for a lead. 

Mr. W. MacDonald, in your last week’s 
issue, deserves thanks for succinctly re- 
stating the neglected principles of “ self- 
help.” Assuredly his “ Good health, long 
working hours and mixing with people to 
prove yourself reliable” are basic essen- 
tials to a professional career in the new 
Elizabethan age. 

C. R. VINYCOMB. 

54, Wickstead-avenue, Leagrave, 

Luton, Beds. 


DIRECT BUILDING 
To the Editor of Fhe Builder 


SIR,— Your leading article (The Builder, 

October 15) upon the book issued 
by the AUBTW on the above subject is 
a very fair comment on building by direct 
labour. 

As your editorial implies, direct labour 
is no new aspect of the building industry; 
it has been adopted by many of the larger 
commercial undertakings for maintenance 


(Correspondence continued on page 702.) 
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ROCHE PRODUCTS FACTORY, WELWYN. O. R. Salvisberg and C. S. 


Brown, architects. 


From the RIBA exhibition, ‘‘ Building in Concrete,”’ 


which 


remains open until to-morrow (October 30). 
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SOCIETIES 


RIBA 
Examination Results 


T the recent RIBA examination for the 
office of building surveyor under local 
authorities, 14 candidates presented them- 
selves and the following were successful: 
S. J. Adkins, J. D. Aldous, W. H. Couper- 
thwaite, W. L. Ikin, H. C. Johnson, P. 
Miller, G. Warrington, T. Whittaker. 





BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE 


View from north, showing pre-clinical and teaching institute. COUNTIES AA 

Presidential Address 
ARCHITECTURAL THOUGHT was flying 
COMPETITION FOR AN ALL-INDIA MEDICAL anaes teh ole 42 Gate tamnalinn eael-te-das 
that it was making architecture as exciting 
INSTITUTE and breath taking as life itself, Mr. S. T. 
WALKER, FRIBA, president of the Birming- 
WINNING DESIGN BY MESSRS. H. 7 BROWN AND L. C. MOULIN, ham and Five Counties Architectural Asso- 
AA.RIBA, IN ASSOCIATION WITH A. H. ANTRUM, ARIBA ciation, said in his presidential address to the 
: Association in Birmingham on October 15. 
The painstaking speed of the past was 
geared to the speed of the craftsman, but 
now he was virtually relegated to special 
occasions and had a diminishing place in 


buildings of this day, Mr. Walker said. 
“ Better to admit it and plan accordingly,” 





HE results were announced this tion costs (estimated at £3m.) and 
week of an architectural com- to contribute to the subsequent 
petition for an All-India medical cost, and a grant of £1m. has been 
institute to be built on a site of 124 voted by the New Zealand Govern- 
acres on the outskirts of New Delhi. ment. 


The winning design was submitted The accommodation proposed he went on. “There is nothing so dead as 
by Messrs. H. J. Brown and L. C. includes a hospital with 650 beds, pag eer passion nor is there any unebibeetare 
Moulin, AA.RIBA, of Madras and designed to permit later extension so forlorn “eee floundering on a false 
London, who worked in association to 800, an outpatients’ department, hypothesis.” 


with Mr. A. H. Antrum, ARIBA. teaching departments with museums, 


: : : i h t 
Altogether 43 designs were sub- libraries, assembly hall, etc., a Ante wi se eh i om 


environment and, whereas in the past a 


mitted. ; dental college and __ residential tradition would die hard, nowadays world- 
The proposal for a medical quarters. : 2 wide influences could make themselves felt 
institute was put forward in the The second prize winners are in as little time as a master mason could 
second annual report of the con- Messrs. Kavinde and Rai, of Delhi, pass a change of fashion from Chipping 
sultative committee on the Colombo and the third prize winners Messrs. Campden to Stow-on-the-Wold in the 
plan for economic development in  Parelkar Gore and Parpia, of Middle Ages. 
south and south-east Asia. Bombay. There was, however. a danger in this 
The Government of India agreed The assessors were Messrs. Walter reckless speed, Mr. Walker went on. It was 
to meet the major share of construc- George, FRIBA, and P. Jeanneret. very wearying and left no time to stand and 


stare. The time the architect of the past 

spent in drawing was occupied by his 

ae, successor in an attempt to keep abreast of 
] the times and discriminate between the safe 
and not so safe hundred-and-one proprietary 


wean ae Q alternatives with which to construct and 

So hoes bon bs clad his buildings, which still had to be 
ae As of ‘ weatherproof, functional and good to be- 
: fe ee AP hold. 


The modern counterpart of his more tran- 
28 cae z : quil forbear might feel that these exciting 
, materials and scientific methods of construc- 
% o (ee gos tion offered vast opportunities which must 
ee au he Oh sate & be grasped at the exclusion of consideration 
: | gai BS . eee ed, of the past. The present generation of 
aeertimee 1-1 _ Poste a younger men was not hidebound by the in- 
.. * “me, eB ee ae fluence of its immediate elders and enormous 
> oe = Bo ae opportunities kay ahead for developments 
. oe 5 es which previously had been stubtified by cir- 
f cumstance. 

: Money had been controlled and mainly 
a: +? oe SK spent by the Government, which had been 
ot £4 Ire LAYOU the best possible fillip for so-called “ contem- 
a. He porary ” architecture. ‘‘ There is a lack of 
responsibility enjoyed by the more im- 
iF / personal make-up of a sponsoring depart- 
4 ment, that tends to give a freer hand to 
3 Ne : E genius, than the more naturally _pusil- 
pie a ww ; lanimous private building owner, who is 

Gao 5 chancing his capital,” said the speaker. 
x é Mr. Walker referred to the handicap the 
f Association suffered because they had no 
f proper centre and said that they must do 
their best to build up a fund from which 
The medical institute occupies the top left-hand portion of the site. Other they could acquire adequate association 
buildings on the site were not included in the competition. premises. 
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tion View showing assembly hall block in foreground ; staff block (right) and teaching 
block in the distance. 






























HE school is built on a site of just over three 
acres which will be increased to some five acres, 
on which a nursery school is ultimately planned, 
when adjoining houses are eventually demolished. 
One of the problems was, therefore, to provide 
sufficient play spaces within the interim site. This 
was done by planning a connection between the 
north and south blocks forming an open covered way 
at the ground-floor level. The areas between these 
blocks at present used as play spaces will eventually 
be laid out as gardens. 


Accommodation is provided for 520 juniors at 
first-floor level and 360 infants on the ground-floor 
in separate departments, at 55 sq. ft. per child overall. 
It is made up as follows : 


Seventeen classrooms at 529 sq. ft.; five GP rooms 
at 713 sq. ft.; juniors’ assembly hall, 2,280 sq. ft., 
plus stage; infants’ assembly hall, 2,280 sq. ft., 
including fixed platform ; separate dining-rooms for 
infants and juniors ; kitchen for 700 meals per day 


by all-electric cooking; staff rooms, headmaster’s 
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View in entrance hall, showing main staircase. 








room (juniors) and headmistress’s room (infants) ; 
MI room; dentist’s room; exhibition spaces and 
covered play spaces. 


Heating is by low-pressure hot water, with recessed 
Vectairs throughout the school, except for two 
“blow” heaters where sliding doors occur to the 
infants’ assembly hall. 


Construction.—A modified Orlit system of precast 
concrete was developed and used for those parts of 
the building where units repeat. At junctions of 
blocks, stairs and other features, load-bearing brick- 
work with im situ concrete floors and in other cases 
steel frames were used. These traditional forms of 
construction have been integrated with the Orlit 
system to make the building read as a whole. 


White spar cladding and crushed flint cladding were 
used in conjunction with brickwork in London Stocks, 
Berkshire Reds, and Sussex Stocks. 


The amount of the accepted tender was £133,235, 
which covered foundations (except for south block) 
and superstructures, together with playgrounds, 
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View showing (left) dining block and (right) covered way with classrooms over. 





. 


View of south side of assembly hall block. On the left is the covered way (corridor side). 
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Main entrance staircase. 


View at first-floor level looking towards junior assembly hall. 
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service road, fencing, and all other external works. 

The contract value for the foundations for the 
south block only (separate contract) was {£7,627 
in 1950. Messrs. Orlit’s contract for direct 
supply only was £26,493. A_ school-keeper’s 
bungalow with a floor area of 850 sq. ft. is also 
included. 


Messrs. Gleesons carried out foundation works 
only to the south block. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors and suppliers : 

Sub-contractors : Orlit, Ltd., precast units (the Orlit 
frame was erected by Messrs. W. Logan); Henry Hope 


and Sons, Ltd., metal windows, door frames and curtain 
boxes ; F. J. Baynes and Sons, heating ; Holiday and Sons, 
electrical; R. A. Brickworth, Ltd., plumbing; E. E. 
Cheesman and Sons, Ltd., plastering ; Clark and Fenn, 
Aerocem ceilings; Vigers Bros., wood block floors ; 
G. Stephenson, Cork tile floors; Malacarp, Precast 
terrazzo work; Hollis Bros., Semastic tiles; B. Finch, 
cloak room fittings. 


Suppliers; Nicholls and Clarke, Ltd., ironmongery ; 
Dent and Hellyer (Adamsez), sanitary fittings ; Jenson and 
Nicholson, paint (oil and emulsion) ; CMC, London Stock 
bricks firsts and seconds ; S. E. Colliers, Berkshire multi 
red bricks ; Sussex and Derking United Brick Cos., Ltd., 
Farnham Farmhouse multi bricks. 


SIR THOMAS ABNEY PRIMARY SCHOOL, STOKE NEWINGTON 





Junior assembly hall. 
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View from the garden. 


HOUSE AT MEOPHAM, KENT 


Architects 
MOORE SIMPSON & CLEVERLY, F/ARIBA 


HE site of this house, which lies on the south of 
Land Green-lane, Meopham, and which was 
formerly covered with thick shrub and brambles, is 
roughly in the shape of an acute-angled triangle with 
the apex on the Land Green-lane. 


It was decided to site the house back about 250 ft. 
and to build flanking screen walls almost touching 
the flank boundaries. ‘The effect (enhanced by the 
contrast between the severity of the north elevation 
and the generous fenestration of the south front) gives 
an immediate impression of privacy and seclusion. 


The east boundary is lined throughout its length 
with Douglas and Scots firs, and the garden behind 
the house has a line of small oaks to the south and a 
plantation of sweet chestnuts and oaks to the west. 
A fine pseudacacia stands axially behind the house 
in the middle of the lawn. 

The house is planned with an “ L”’ shaped living- 
room having a sliding door between the sitting-room 
and dining-hall with the stairs rising from the latter. 
The kitchen, entered from the dining-hall, has a 
length of cupboards containing the sink along the 
north wall. On the west wall by the back door is a 
large cupboard which contains a refrigerator, and the 
recessed Aga cooker is on the east. In the north 
wall is a door leading to the nursery which, in its turn, 
has a french door leading to a small terrace originally 
planned to include a sandpit. By this planning the 
hall or waste space is reduced to a minimum of only 
25 sq. ft. 

Upstairs are four bedrooms and bathroom. Out- 
side there are two fuel stores and a laundry which 


Builders 
F. STEVENSON & SON 


contains the washing machine and draining boards, 


and additional storage cupboards and shelves. The 
garage has been made long enough to allow a work 
bench and working space at the southern end. 


The house is constructed with 11-in. cavity walls 
with sandlime bricks and faced with Tonbridge Golden 
Wealden stocks. Windows are standard steel case- 
ments having generally artificial stone heads and cills. 
On the north front the windows have projecting brick 
on edge and plain tile cills and gauged plain tile 
arches with projecting plain tile keystone. Over the 
front entrance door which stands in a panel of matt 
grey tiles is a concrete canopy supported on four steel 
columns. The dining-hall french window is flanked 
by panels in glass brick within stone frames and 
mullions. 

The house is roofed in clay double Roman Bridg- 
water tiles and spanned with TDA, laminated wood 
trusses. "The garage has a timber roof covered with 
Ruberoid. 

The lobby and living-room are floored with muave 
wood blocks and the kitchen and nursery are floored 
with Marleychrome tiles. The walls throughout 
are painted with plastic emulsion paint, predominantly 
grey and blue in the living-rooms and green in the 
kitchen and nursery. ‘The paintwork throughout is 
ivory. Externally, gutters and downpipes are painted 
battleship grey and elsewhere the external paintwork 
is ivory. 

Water is heated by an Aga model CB. In the 
dining-hall a ‘‘ Marathon ’”’ convector fire has been 


installed and there is a 21-in. continuous-burning. 


fire in the living-room. 
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Front elevation. 








The contract, which was for £4,245, was made up Following is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers: 
as follows :-— £ Facing bricks, Sussex and Dorking United Brick Cos. 
_ Ltd.; steel casements, Wiggins Sankey, Ltd.; roofing, Roberts 

House asumick eae ks 3,365 Adlard and Co., Ltd. ; block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; 
ee and outbuildings... -. ae tile tees The Marley Tile Co., Ltd. ; kitchen fitments, 
rains si oe os “+ E. and H. Grace, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, John Bolding 
Drive, terraces, etc. = ae 365 and Son, Ltd.; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd. ; 
convector fire, B. Finch and Co., Ltd. ; living-room fire, 

Total .. KP .. £4,245 Bratt Colbran, Ltd. ; cill and wall tiling, Langley (London), 


Ltd. ; all paints, British Paint, Ltd. 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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A group of the houses at Felmongers, Mark Hall South, Harlow New Town. 
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Below : Perspective of the entrance 


front of a typical house, and ground- and first-floor plans. 


HOUSES FOR MIDDLE-INCOME 
GROUP, HARLOW 


Designed by the 
HARLOW NEW TOWN DESIGN GROUP 


Builders 
CHARLES S. FOSTER AND SONS, LTD. 


HESE four-bedroomed, flat-roofed, detached houses 
are large and airy, with all the main rooms arranged 
to overlook the rear garden. 

The living-room with bay window is entered from a 
spacious entrance hall. The dining-room has folding french 
doors which open on to a sheltered paved terrace. There 
are ample storage cupboards in the kitchen with a large 
larder. The adjoining utility room contains a boiler which 
provides hot water and central heating in the dining-room 
and landing. 

A covered passage from the entrance hall leads to the 
garage and fuel stores. The bathroom and w.c. are 
separate with a second w.c. and cloakroom on the ground 
floor and a large heated linen cupboard, 3 ft. by 6 ft., 
opens on to the landing. A broad staircase in the unusually 
large entrance hall is a special feature of this house. 

The accommodation comprises: Living-room, 16 ft. 
by 12 ft.; dining-room, 11 ft. by ro ft. 14 in.; kitchen, 
11 ft. by 8 ft. 7 in. ; utility room, 7 ft. 14 in. by 7 ft. 14 in.; 
entrance hall, 15 ft. 3in. by 8ft. 3in.; bedroom 1, 
12 ft. 6 in. by 12 ft. plus wardrobe ; bedroom 2, 12 ft. 6 in. 









Living Room 









x 


Dining Recess ee 
unlicy 





Ga rage 








by 12 ft. plus wardrobe ; bedroom 3, 8 ft. 8 in. by 15 ft. 3 in.; 
bedroom 4, 8 ft. 6 in. by 8 ft. 3 in. ; and garage, 15 ft. 6 in. 
by 8 ft. 8 in. 

Approximate net annual rent, {202 plus rates; 
approximate rateable value, £28. Approximate lease- 
hold price, £4,500. Ground rent, £10. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors : 

Glazing, Mustill Wallis and Co.; plumbing, Matthew Hall and Co. ; 
wall tiling, Parkinson (Wall Tiling), Ltd. ; felt roofing, Field and Palmer, 
Ltd.; bitumastic, Excel Asphalt Co.; plastering and pavior, Johnson 
and Davies (Plasterers), Ltd.; painting and decorating, C. Atkins and 
Son, Ltd.; fencing, Penfold Fencing and Engineering Co.; floor 
tiling, Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; electrical, Escott Bros., Ltd.; fireplace 
surrounds, W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd. 





Left Ground floor 
Right First floor 









Bedroom! 





Bedroom 3 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 691) 


works and in some cases for major new 
works, and, in the sphere of local gov- 
ernment, it is—with many authorities— 
almost traditional. 

Some critics of local authority direct 
labour works suggest that proper on-costs 
and similar charges are omitted from the 
cost of the works, but they seldom avail 
themselves of the opportunity of attend- 
ing the audit of the local authority's 
accounts in order to satisfy themselves of 
the accuracy of their statements. 


These critics are reminded that the 
audit of the accounts of a local authority 
is a public audit and that all the accounis 
may be examined by any ratepayer. On 
the other hand the results of the opera- 
tions of a private builder are his own 
business and subject only to the scrutiny 
of an auditor generally appointed by 
himself. 

Furthermore, a local authority building 
department is not permitted to carry a 
trading account, which means that every 
contract must stand or fall by itself. It 
will be appreciated, therefore, that the 
keenness of the managerial staff should 
be maintained to ensure favourable 
results on each and every contract. There 
can be no “ prestige’ building nor the 
acceptance of doubtful contracts to keep 
plant and labour employed. 

To this end the Institute of Municipal 
Building Management was formed some 
two years ago by a body of officials 
engaged in direct labour building because 
these officials realised the importance of 
achieving the maximum efficiency in this 
section of the building industry com- 
parable with that expected of the best 
type of private builder. 

The statement in your editorial that if 
a local authority were required to tender 
for every job there might be occasions 
when the labour force would be seriously 
decimated as a result of lack of work, is 
accepted. The principle of negotiating 
prices with the Ministry does tend to pre- 
vent such a contingency arising, whilst 
providing a practical check upon the 
price of the work before it is commenced. 
Upon this latter point, let nobody under- 
estimate the thoroughness and stringency 
of a Ministerial check. 

A direct labour building department is 
restricted in its field to the work avail- 
able within its own authority, and—unlike 
the private builder—when unsuccessful in 
obtaining a particular contract it cannot 
look elsewhere for work. In addition, 
the local authority building department 
lives with its work and remains to receive 
praise—or blame—for the standard of its 
work far beyond any maintenance clause 
period. 

That local authorities through their 
officers are alive to the need for maximum 
production is surely evidenced by the 
increasing number who are applying 
bonus incentive schemes, not only to new 
building, but latterly to building mainte- 
nance works which, in the case of many 
authorities, constitute a major item of 
expenditure. 

Members of this Institute would also 
support the argument in your editorial 
that any reasonably sized building depart- 
ment should be under the control of a 
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single official and that such an official 
should have complete responsibility for 
the department. 

Private builders and direct labour 
departments have each their contribution 
to make to the tasks before us, but it is 
claimed that, rather than being a cosseted 
and privileged section of the industry, 
direct labour sometimes works under 
handicaps with which the private builder 
is not familiar, and that the criticisms 
directed against it are very often ill- 
founded. 

C. A. KENSETT, Hon. Secretary, 
Institute of Municipal Building 
Management. 
78, Pretoria-avenue, E17. 


WAGES IN THE INDUSTRY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SR,—During recent months you have 

in your editorials and in_ the 
space given to correspondence, made 
endeavours to improve many irregulari- 
ties and controversial matters affecting 
the building industry, and we are wonder- 
ing if you would consider supporting our 
views on the question of the operatives’ 
recent claim for a further increase of 4d. 
per hour, reported in your last issue. 

The question of an increase in wages 
to operatives in the building industry is 
a matter which we hope will be amicably 
settled by the representatives of the 
employers and operatives, but we protest 
most strongly at the irregularities in the 
rates of pay that are taking place through- 
out the entire country, and we consider 
that it is vital for this matter to be dealt 
with if any further increases in federation 
rates are to be considered. 

It is common knowledge that opera- 
tives are receiving anything from 6d. to 
ls. an hour in excess of the trade union 
rates of pay or more, and that the 
system of payments by results has prac- 
tically ceased to function and has just 
become a question of an amount in excess 
of the hourly trade union rates. 

Members of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers are under an 
obligation not to pay rates in excess of 
the trade union rates, except by proper 
systems of payment by results, but this, 
as Stated, is ignored and we consider that 
if other responsible persons could show 
so much activity in respect of the London 
Builders’ Conference, it would be in the 
interests of all concerned if the same 
interest was shown both by employers 
and operatives’ representatives that trade 
union rates of wages were strictly 
adhered to. 

We have, of course, no objection to 
this letter being published, but for 
obvious reasons our name cannot be 
given because we have been forced our- 
selves into paying rates far in excess of 
trade union rates; otherwise we should 
not have a man in our employ. 

In conclusion, we would say that if the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers will take some definite steps 
to investigate and remedy this disgraceful 
state of affairs, we would be prepared for 
our name to be disclosed and to take 
any active part in such negotiations that 
may be desired, for there should surely 
be as much discipline exercised by the 
NFBTE over its members, as that expec- 
ted among operatives in regard to their 
own employers. 


** DISSATISFIED BUILDER.” 
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FRONT GARDEN PARKING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Sj IR,—Regarding my recent letter to 
you on this subject [The Builder, 
September 24], seriously, | am as much 
against parking cars in front gardens as 
-, next man, but what can some of us 
0? 

I feel that the conditions which make it 
necessary have been forced on a good 
many people by the fact that over the 
years they have increased their earnings 
by progress in their jobs, but owing to 15 
years of upheaval have not been able to 
move where a garage has been available. 
Hence what we require is tolerance from 
those who do not want garden parking 
and a lot of consideration from those who 
do and have to park in the front garden, 
when no other facilities are available. 
Here they can help by removing their 
curb blocks and keeping the garden tidy, 
with a proper gate, as I have done. 

Incidentally, the local council have 
granted permission for a ratepayer in 
my road to construct a partly submerged 
garage in the front, the flat roof of which 
finishes below the sitting room window 
cill, and will have flower boxes on it when 
completed. 

In conclusion I do hope the powers that 
be will consider what we are to do if any 
Act is brought in to prevent the practice 
of a necessary evil. 

GEORGE WINSTANLEY [FBICC], 

80, Benhurst-gardens, Selsdon, Surrey. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR,—In reply to your correspondent 


“ Veritas ”’ (your issue of October 
15), I would point out that under existing 
legislation we get, without a by-your- 
leave, great masses of strange people 
thrust into our home towns, factories 
springing up outside our front doors, 
roads being widened through our sitting 
rooms, and perhaps our very homes 
being turned into aircraft runways. Not 
content with common law, statute law, 
by-laws, regulations and orders (‘ com- 
plete freedom of the individual,” writes 
“ Veritas ”), we now find we have an ever- 
growing band of self-appointed public- 
interest arbiters to say what we shall dc 
inside our own property. 

This offensive interference in other 
people’s affairs is largely a post-1939 trait. 
My earnest hope is that it will not already 
have reached the next world by the time 
I get there. 

J. M. JENNINGS. 

150, Grays Inn-road, London, WC1. 


EMPLOYMENT OVERSEAS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Can any of your readers en- 
lighten me as to why advertisements 
appearing in The Builder and other tech- 
nical and trade journals, for overseas 
employment, insist that the applicant 
must possess a unmiversity degree or 
diploma and at least one or two profes- 
sional qualifications? 

{t would appear that overseas employ- 
ment is now a “closed shop” to the 
average person engaged in the building 
industry in this country. Have qualifica- 
tions now taken preference over practical 
knowledge, the will to work hard and the 
old pioneering spirit that once existed in 
employment abroad? 


Bucks. 
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Architects: ALAN W. PIPE & SONS 
Contractors: A. E. SYMES LTD. 


The illustration shows the Draughting Hall at W. J. Fraser 
& Company, Ltd. the Chemical Engineers’ new Offices, Harold 
Hill, Essex. Altro Flooring is also laid in the administrative 


office areas and corridors. 
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—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 

The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Lid. 
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CHANCERY 7422-3-4 


SMALL WORKS DEPT: SOUTHAMPTON : JOINERY WORKS : 
COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 





Instit 


PAID 


IN 
Work 





October 29 1954 


News of the Week 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
MR. C. H. ASLIN, CBE, president of 
the RIBA, will deliver his inaugural 
address to the Institute on November 2. 
At the same meeting, the presentation 
will be made of the London Architecture 
Bronze Medal, and a portrait of Sir 
Howard Robertson, past-president of the 
Institute. will be unveiled. 


PAINTED SCREENS 

In JuLy last the then Minister of 
Works, Sir David Eccles, invited artists 
to submit designs for sixfold screens to 
be used in British Embassies abroad; £75 
was Offered for the painting of each 
screen, the cost being met from the 
Minister’s Special Fund for Works of 
Art. Fifty-two artists submitted 75 de- 
signs and from these five have been 
selected, subject to alterations of detail. 

The successful artists are: Miss Mary 
Adshead, Mlle. Maddy Benard, Mr. E. 
M. Dinkel, Mr. George Oakes, and Mr. 
Humphrey Spender, ARIBA. 


NORTHERN AA PRESIDENT 


PROFESSOR W. B. Epwarps, FRIBA; 


head of the School of Architecture, 
King’s College, Newcastle-on-Tyne, has 
been installed as president of the 
Northern Architectural Association. 
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COVENTRY CITY ARCHITECT 


BECAUSE the Nottinghamshire County 
Council’s. salaries and_ establishment 
committee had indicated that it was not 
prepared willingly to release Mr. D. E. E. 
Gibson, CBE, ARIBA, Coventry’s City 
Architect and Planning Officer, from the 
undertaking he had given to accept the 
post of County Architect of Nottingham- 
shire, Mr. Gibson announced last week 
that he would stand by his undertaking 
and take up that post on February 1. 


REBUILDING QUEEN’S HALL 


Mr. BuTLer, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, has appointed a small com- 
mittee, consisting of Professor Lionel 
Robbins (chairman), Sir Adrian Boult, 
Sir Russell Kettle, Mr. N. Tucker and 
Mr. W. E. Williams, to advise on the 
need for, and the economic prospects of, 
a new hall on the site of Queen’s Hall. 
In 1951 it was proposed to build a hall 
to seat 3,500, with room for another 
1,000 “under promenade conditions.” 
The scheme also included a small recital 
hall to hold about 1,100. The site of 
the adjoining St. George’s Hall was to 
have been taken in. The architect for 
the scheme was Mr. Joseph Emberton, 
FRIBA. 


VISIT TO ITALY 


A ParTY of eighty architects, engineers 
and contractors returned to London 








ALAMEIN MEMORIAL UNVEILED.—The cloister of the Alamein Memorial, 
in the Western Desert, which was unveiled by Field-Marshal Lord Montgomery 
last Sunday. On the Memorial, which is of white stone, are inscribed the names of 
11,945 officers and other ranks of the armies and air forces of the Commonwealth who 


have no known graves. 


The cloister faces the northern entrance to a garden cemetery 


in which 7,300 officers and men of the Commonwealth forces are buried. The architect 
for the memorial is Sir Hubert Worthington, OBE, ARA, FRIBA. 
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recently after a week’s visit to Italy 
during which they inspected new con- 
crete buildings and civil engineering 
structures in Milan, Turin, Bologna, 
Florence and Rome. The visit was 
organised by the Joint Committee on 
Structural Concrete (representing the 
Cement and Concrete Association, the 
Prestressed Concrete Development Group 
and the Reinforced Concrete Associa- 
tion). Among the more important works 
visited were the thirty-storey skyscraper, 
the “Lanerossi” and “ Sirti” buildings 
and the Pirelli Garage in Milan; the Ex- 
hibition Palace in Turin; the Ministry of 
Public Works building in Bologna; the 
Stadium, the Lazzi Coach Garage and 
the reconstructed bridges over the Arno 
in Florence; and the exhibition area near 
Rome. One aspect of the visit which had 
been felt to be of special value had been 
the opportunities it afforded for close 
contact between engineers and architects 
as well as between the British designers 
and contractors and their opposite num- 
bers in Italy. 


BUILDERS THANKED 


ON relinquishing office as Minister of 
Housing and Local Government to take 
up his duties at the Ministry of Defence, 
Mr. Harold Macmillan has sent the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, 
president of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers : — 

“ Now that I am leaving the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government after 
three years of office, I feel 1 must write 
to thank your Federation most sincerely 
for all the help they have given me and 
my department. From the start I was 
conscious of the fact that the housing 
drive would only succeed if the masters 
and men of the building industry co- 
operated to the full. The way in which 
they have done so has earned my deepest 
admiration, and I should be grateful if 
you would convey to your members my 
appreciation of their efforts.” 


CITY SURVEYOR VACANCY 


APPLICATIONS have been invited by the 
Corporation of London for the office of 
City Surveyor at a salary of £2,750, 
rising to £3,000. Candidates must be 
between 35 and 50 years of age. De- 
tails advertised elsewhere. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. TAYLOR AND COLLISTER, F/ARIBA, an- 
nounce that they have moved to Springfield-place, 
Springfield, Chelmsford, Essex. The telephone num- 
ber is unchanged. Crelmsford 55241 /3. : 

Mr. C. S. Parsons, FRICS. is amalgamating his 
London practice with that of Messrs. ANDREW 
ROBERTS AND PARTNERS, of 17, Cromwell-place, South 
Kensington, SW7. The style of tke firm will hence- 
forth be: Messrs. ANDREW ROBERTS AND PARTNERS 
(INCORPORATING C. S. Parsons. FRICS). The style of 
Mr. C. S. Parsons’ Southern Rhodesia practice will 
henceforth be: C. S. PARSONS AND PARTNERS, 
Chartered Quantity Surveyors. 812. Joelson House, 
Gordon-avenue, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, October 28, 1854 


EVENING CLASSES FOR YOUNG MEN IN 
LONDON.—The sixth year’s report and 
prospectus of the metropolitan com- 
mittee for establishing evening classes for 
young men in London and the suburbs 
have just been issued. The report gives 
the satisfactory intelligence that this use- 
ful and commendable association has 
become, by another year’s efforts, more 
widely established and firmly rooted than 
before. 
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General Design Problems of the Hospital 
RIBA CONFERENCE PAPER 


AT the RIBA Conference on the design 

of Heaha Buildings held on Octo- 
ber 21-22 and ange | reported in our last 
issue, a paper on the above subject was 
given on the first day by Mr. M. E. 
MOLANDER, Director, Central Hospital 
Planning Bureau of Sweden. Mr. J. H. 
Forshaw, FRIBA, was in the chair. We 
take the following extracts from the 
paper :— 

SIZE OF HOSPITAL 

In all countries with a modern hospital 
system every hospital is assigned a special 
task within the organisation. The general 
differentiation is in principle the same in 
all those countries, and it may be suffi- 
cient to mention that hospitals range from 
highly developed, specialised regional 
centres with medical schools to mere cot- 
tage hospitals or periphery health centres 
with some beds attached to them. The 
size of the hospital more or less depends 
on the task thus assigned to it. Views on 
the most efficient and economical size of 
a hospital must, however, play a certain 
role when planning the regions. 

Many views have been expressed upon 
the optimum size of the hospital. Several 
doctors and administrators have men- 
tioned a figure of 500 to 800 beds wita 
a tendency towards the lower figure. It 
is, however, impossible to judge directly 
from the actual costs per day or per 
patient. A more differentiated hospital 
with fairly small, heavily specialised and 
staffed departments has got to be more 
expensive than a fairly simple hospital 
with just surgery, medicine and radiology, 
because of the difference in the tasks 
assigned to them. In order to throw some 
light upon this problem an investigation 
has been carried out by the State Com- 
mittee on Hospitals in-my country, and 
it may be of some interest to give a short 
summary of this investigation. 

The committee found that the costs per 
day or per patient did not give any clue 
to the problem. A comparison between 
the number of employees per bed showed 
a definite minimum for hospitals with 400 
to 500 beds. The same objections could, 
however, be raised against this compari- 
son as against the one regarding the costs, 
namely, that hospitals fulfil such different 
tasks that a direct comparison of this kind 
is misleading. It is only natural that larger 
and more specialised hospitals should 
need more staff than simpler and smaller 
ones. Therefore the committee concen- 
trated its attention upon the services out- 
side the medical departments, not to any 
great extent influenced by the medical 
work within the hospital. A survey, 
leaving doctors, nurses, sisters and 
medico-technical staff of similar kind out 
of consideration, showed that the tend- 
ency towards a definite minimum between 
400 and 500 beds remained. The result 
is demonstrated by the graph (Figure 1). 
The top line concerns the administration 
and service departments except laundries, 
and the lower line the same services ex- 
cept both laundries and kitchens. 

The investigation, which covered 97 
hospitals, seems strongly to support the 
views on the optimum size of the hospi- 
tal referred to previously. It is somewhat 
astonishing, anyhow, that the minimum 
is to be found below 500 beds. 


It is not possible to go into details. 
but it ought to be mentioned that the 
values on which the graph is based seem 
to be distributed in a satisfactory way 
from a statistical viewpoint. 

In order to control the representative- 
ness of the hospitals as regards their 
general effectiveness, the turnover of in- 
patients per bed and year was correspond- 
ingly looked into. The result showed that 
the highest number of patients per bed 
- year was to be found at the verv 

ospitals with the minimum staff per 100 


THE DEMAND FOR FLEXIBILITY 
AND EXPANSION 


Even if the hospital is given a special 
task within a region, the future cannot be 
foreseen. The activities of a hospital are 
changing gradually owing to the develop- 
ment of medical science and modern 
technique. The hospital, therefore, has 
got to be planned to meet also future de- 
mands that cannot be foreseen at the 
stage of actual planning. This leads to a 
compromise between the very precise and 
logical solution that can be derived from 
conditions for the time being, and the 
rather vague picture of future demands. 

For the moment you may be able to 
state, with some accuracy, that, for in- 
stance, X-ray departments and labora- 
tories will grow rather fast. You can 
figure out the probable further differen- 
tiation of, for instance, general surgery 
and general medicine. At the same time 
even a rather short experience in the hos- 
pital field will tell you that very often 
you will be overtaken by progress. This 
is the more embarrassing as it occurs dur- 
ing the carrying out of the plans and 
while the hospital is being built. This is 
a drastic illustration of the rapid changes 
that take place in the hospital field in 
these days, above all at the more special- 
ised hospitals. 

This underlines the need for flexibility 
in regard to the size of the hospital and 
its ditferent departments. It also empha- 
sises the importance of a skeleton plan 
for communications and extensions be- 
yond present plans and to a very great 
extent affects the choice of building site, 
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Fig.1. Number of general services staff, except 
laundry, at hospitals of different sizes. 
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which has to provide room for further 
development. 

Hospital wards form a fairly stable 
element in the hospital and are very much 
alike, even if they serve different pur- 
poses. Departments like operating 
theatres, laboratories, radiology, etc., 
serve very different purposes and have 
special demands for elasticity, above all 
as regards expansion. The wards in 

eneral have the same demands for insu- 
ation, lighting, ventilation, sound-proof- 
ing and quietness. This indicates the 
technical and economic advantages of 
concentrating the wards in special ward- 
blocks and diagnostic and therapeutic 
departments in special blocks. This not 
only makes it possible to cultivate the 
plans for the wards and other depart- 
ments in conformity with their special 
needs, but also provides conditions for a 
natural architectural variation and articu- 
lation. ‘ 

Even if you compromise very often 
and with good reason in regard to this, I 
have a very strong impression that it re- 
mains one of the principles that lend a 
hospital consistency, technically and 
architecturally. 

As regards elasticity, the main problem 
primarily is one of planning, i.e., to pro- 
vide means for further expansion. This, 
however, does not render the choice of a 
fitting constructional system a minor 
problem. Above all, this applies to the 
diagnosis and treatment blocks, where the 
need for flexibility is far more prominent 
than in the ward blocks. In my opinion 
it doesn’t pay to go to extremes in flexi- 
bility in order to provide any possible 
demand that might occur. Among other 
things, this involves the provision of a 
grid of technical fittings and installations 
of which the main part will never be 
used. 

A rather ordinary skeleton construc- 
tion, at least for more considerable 
buildings of this kind, seems quite suffi- 
cient. This construction may be com- 
bined with outer walls made of bricks, in 
which case special attention has to be paid 
to the average size and distribution of 
windows best suited for the different pur- 
poses the building has got to serve. This 
involves a great many problems; for in- 
stance, the compromise with regard to 
the size of the rooms and the place of 
the windows within them. The best solu- 
tion seems the skeleton system with an 
outer wall panel, carried by the skeleton 
construction, in which case the space 
between the pillars can be divided more 
closely according to the demands. 

Technically this is quite possible, but 
demands a very qualified architectural 
adaptation to prevent an impression of 2 
monumental general disorder. The eye 
calls for visual order, which is one of 
the main elements of architecture, and 
this may be brought about by emphasis- 
ing the skeleton system and using it as 
an architectural element, thus attaining 
visual stability. 

Owing to maintenance difficulties 
caused by the climate, this system has 
certain disadvantages in my country and 
has been applied on rare occasions only. 


THE WARD-UNITS 


After long consideration and after a 
thorough study we are not ready to 
abolish the 30-bed ward as the general 
model.. We have been able to prove that 
smaller wards are more expensive to ruD 
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Architects: Lewis Solomon €° Sons, FF.R.I.B.A. 


Offices: 3, Buckingham Palace Gdns., London, $.W.1 Telephone: SLOane 0630/0639. 
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No. 2 in a series of Ford & Walton’s famous buildings 


The fine block of flats erected by Ford & Walton Ltd., in Abercorn Place, St. John’s Wood, 
N.W.8, is yet another example of their distinctive construction work. The services of 
Ford & Walton Ltd., are always available to anyone considering the building of factories, flats, 
shops, offices or any construction project. Finance is provided in suitable circumstances. 


ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY 
Works: Warton Rd., Stratford, London, E.15 
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(see my paper at the Building Research 
Congress 1951), but there has been no 
material available to prove that bigger 
wards would be more advantageous in 
our country. I can briefly say that medi- 
cal, administrative and architectural con- 
siderations brought us back to the 30-bed 
ward as being the most convenient one. 

In order to attain the greatest possible 
flexibility and capacity as regards occu- 
pancy, the ward-units nowadays usually 
are designed to make possible admittance 
of both male and female patients. This is 
of a certain importance,‘ especially in 
departments with a limited number of 
beds or with an odd number of ward- 
units. It is also a reason for having 
separate rooms and not open wards, 
although the latter no doubt facilitate the 
work to a certain degree. 

Six-bed rooms have been considered 
the maximum, but there is for the 
moment a tendency towards accepting 
also eight-bed rooms. The number of 
patient rooms of different sizes very much 
depends upon the demand for isolation 
rooms. 

_ Dimensioning the ward-rooms, we con- 
sider a distance of 3 ft. between the beds 
sufficient. The provision of smaller rooms 
for isolation purposes in our country, 
roughly corresponding to the figures men- 
tioned in the foregoing, no need of 
screening the patients within the bigger 
wards has been expressed. The bigger 
wards need a space of 75 sq. ft. per bed, 
made possible by the fact that no special 
working-space around a fully screened 
patient is necessary. In this case the 3 ft. 
between the beds is found sufficient for 
at least 90 per cent. of the work regard- 
ing the patient in his bed. Moreover, the 
beds are as a rule equipped with wheels 
and are easy to move if needed. 

With regard to our climate, we cannot 
rely on windows only for ventilation, and 
using artificial ventilation we can limit 
the ceiling height to a maximum of 10 ft., 
which also has proved a sufficient figure 
for other departments. 


OPERATING DEPARTMENTS 


Two operating rooms can be regarded 

as the minimum requirement for a surgi- 
cal department, as one of them must 
always be ready to receive acute and 
emergency cases. 
_ The number of operations correspond- 
ing to 100 beds can be estimated at about 
2,000 a year, and 10 to 25 per cent. of 
them will occur as acute cases and emer- 
gency cases outside the planned daily 
operating programme. The round figures 
mentioned do not include minor opera- 
tions, blood transfusions and the like. 

The introduction of anesthetists and 
post-operative departments has actualised 
the problem of central operating depart- 
ments. Some years ago not many were 
in favour of them, but they now seem to 
be generally accepted as more effective 
from the medical point of view. 

One very strong argument for the 
establishing of central operating theatres 
is the continued differentiation of surgery 
into separate specialities, each mastering 
a detail of the human body. Central 
operating departments very likely - will 
bring about more close co-operation for 
the benefit of the patient, who represents 
those very interesting details. 

For central post-operative departments 
the number of beds can be estimated as 
40 or 50 per cent. of the average daily 
number of operations. 
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X-RAY DEPARTMENTS 


For ordinary general hospitals in 
country areas,-the number of X-ray ex- 
aminations can be calculated to about 
50 per bed and year. In these areas the 
proportion of out-patient examinations 
will be about 40 per cent. of the whole 
number of examinations. For ordinary 
hospitals the combination of various 
examinations is about the same, and 
departments serving hospitals of this kind 
ing can be planned along the same 
ines. 

Three X-ray rooms for radiography or 
fluoroscopy and one X-ray room for 
urology is considered sufficient for 25,000 
examinations a year. The X-ray rooms 
contain two and occasionally three ap- 
paratuses. It is important that the X-ray 
rooms have almost direct contact with 
the dark-room in order to save work. 

Developing machines now have come 
on the market and seem promising, but 
they are still rather bulky and require 
more space than formerly was used for 
developing purposes. 

It may sometimes be convenient to 
split bigger departments in_ halves, 
situated on different floors and with view- 


ing-rooms, offices, etc., in a_ storey 
between. 
The X-ray department has to be 


planned with a special view to the possi- 
bilities of expansion. If the X-ray exam- 
inations cannot be executed according to 
demand, the stay of the patient will be 
prolonged, the costs per patient will rise 
and the capacity of the hospital will be 
lowered. 

Considering the special need for 
effectiveness in X-ray departments, it is 
my opinion that one must not pay too 
much regard to existing conditions when 
remodelling an X-ray department. In the 
long run it will pay to make the best 
possible solution even if it causes rather 
drastic alterations and spoils existing 
costly arrangements. 

There is a great need in my country 
for spacious viewing-rooms, as each day 
the doctors from different departments 
come together for a so-called X-ray 
round, when the films are gone through 
and the cases are discussed. New viewing 
boxes have been invented which can 
store a considerable number of films put 
up for demonstration. 

The X-ray records need spacious filing- 
rooms even if they are kept for ten years 
only. A cupboard 3 ft. wide and 7 ft. 
high would keep about 3,000 examina- 
tions. A 500-bed hospital with 25,000 
examinations yearly needs at least eight 
such cupboards, and consequently for ten 
years 80 cupboards. Arrayed in a row 
they would stretch 240 yards. There are 
modern storing systems available that 
save space, but they are fairly ex- 
pensive as they rely on electro-mechanical 
devices. Usually the demands in this re- 
spect are neglected or underestimated, as 
are those for a good location with regard 
to X-ray department and medical records 
Office. 


CENTRAL KITCHENS 


The central hospital kitchens in my 
country are generally situated m a 
separate building together with the staff 
restaurants. We have tried in some hos- 
pitals to have the kitchen in the main 
building, even on the top floor. The re- 
sults are not so good, as the kitchen fairiy 
often has to be rearranged and extended, 
according to the growth of the hospital. 
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The traffic to and from the wards is 
regular and can be organised in detail, 
according to a time schedule. Because ot 
that we do not pay so much regard to a 
marked central position of the kitchen. 
The central spaces, furthermore, are con- 
sidered more useful for services in close 
connection with the patient and the medi- 
cal work. 

A study appearing in my paper at the 
Building Research Congress, 1951, 
showed that according to our conditions 
bigger central kitchens need less staff per 
day-portion than smaller ones. At a size 
of 100 day-portions a day (breakfast, 
lunch and dinner) every staff unit can 
produce 18 day-portions a day, at 300 
thirty, and at 800-900 nearly forty. The © 
study also showed that it is unlikely that 
a kitchen exceeding the last-mentioned 
size will achieve any greater effectiveness. 
A figure of 800-900 day-portions roughly 
corresponds to 650 beds. 

The study also showed that the demand 
for space, counted per produced unit, is 
far greater in small kitchens than in larger 
ones. It is evident, also, that the space 
cannot be more effectively utilised in 
kitchens with more than 900 day-portions. 

If you combine these observations you 
will find that, as far as general hospitals 
are concerned, probably no advantages 
worth mentioning will be derived from a 
central kitchen exceeding a capacity of 
900 day-portions, neither with regard to 
the staff nor considering the capital costs. 


LAUNDRIES 


When planning hospitals over a hosp1- 
tal area or a region the organisation of 
the laundries has to be considered. 
Formerly, when labour was cheap and 
efficient laundry machines were lacking, 
there was no need to centralise the 
laundry work. High wages and modern 
equipment have entirely changed these 
conditions and made centralisation pos- 
sible and profitable. 

As a member of a Committee for the 
Enlargement of Mental Care I have 
taken part in an investigation about the 
laundry services, and I will give a sum- 
mary of some of the results arrived at. 

Figure 2 shows the differences in costs 
at laundries of different sizes. It is evident 
that considerable savings can be made by 
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changing over to centralised industrial 
laundries. As can be seen, the mainten- 
ance of a system with several small laun- 
dries must be very expensive. For small 
laundries serving only 100-200 beds, i.e., 
with a day capacity of less than 0.5 tons, 
the costs are about 100 per cent. higher 
than for large-scale centralised laundries. 

The washing per patient in a general 
hospital amounts to about 4 lb. weight 
per day, which corresponds to 0.6 tons 
a year per bed. For a small hospital with 
a laundry of its: own the centralisation 
may bring about savings amounting to 
£30 or £40 sterling per bed yearly. For a 
100-bed hospital this means £3,000-£4,000 
sterling a year, a considerable sum. By 
cutting down the number of laundries 
serving several state and other institutions 
in my country—among them the state 
mental hospitals—from 67 to 12, savings 
estimated at £275,000-£350,000 yearly are 
expected. 

Even in our very sparsely populated 
country with widely dispersed hospitals, 
transport costs are of secondary import- 
ance and do not amount to more than 
£2 per ton, on an average, for the bigger 
laundries. 

A centralisation of this kind, ot course, 
leads to an enlarged linen supply, which, 
however, is a non-recurrent cost of minor 
importance. 

The 12 laundries planned to replace 
the 67 now in use would range from 1 
to 21 tons daily capacity. The average 
daily capacity would be about 12 tons. 
A laundry of this size roughly corre- 
sponds to 6,000 géneral hospital beds; We 
already have some experience from cen- 
tralised laundries of this type and it is 
positive as regards the quality of the 
work. Initial difficulties at the changing 
over to a centralised service are to be ex- 
pected before it is running smoothly with 
a well-trained staff. 

The laundries are intended to be run 
by a joint-stock company, State Laundry 
Industries Co., Ltd., with representatives 
of the different clients on the board. 


It is not my intention that the hospital 
designer shall start laundry companies 
whenever he is faced with a laundry 
problem, but co-ordinated hospital ser- 
vices means co-ordinated hospital plan- 
ning and co-ordinated planning means 
attacking problems on broader lines, 
using the joint resources. 


HOSPITALS DESIGN 


Ministry to Give “wuidance to Architects 


(THE Minister of Health, Mr. Iain 

MACLEOD, opening the Design of 
Health Bui&dings conference at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects in London on 
October 21, said that by the end of the pre- 
sent financial year over £60m. worth of 
capital works would have been carried out 
in National Health Service buildings since 
1948. Capital expenditure was now run- 
ning at £llm. a year. Large as this total 
sum seemed, it was, nevertheless, small in 
relation to the vast amount of work that 
needed to be done. 


“This discrepancy between the demand 
and the means of meeting it,” said the 
Minister, “is so great that it has been neces- 
sary to concentrate on comparatively modest 
works so as to ensure. that the sum available 
is as widely—and wisely—distributed as pos- 
sible and that the most rapid return on-the 
expenditure is obtained.” 
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But this very limitation was a challenge 
to the architect to exercise ingenuity in the 
adaptation and extension of existing build- 
ings so as to provide maximum resources for 
the functioning of the hospital with 
minimum of expenditure. Indeed, quite 
apart from the financial limitations, it might 
be that it was in this direction that the 
greatest opportunities would lie in the 
future. The advance of medical science was 
rapidly making the ordinary general hospital 
less and less a place for lying in bed and 
more and more a place for concentration 
within a very limited period of the various 
skills and techniques that could now .be 
brought to bear. “This means a funda- 
mental change in the conception of the hos- 
pital building itself,” Mr. Macleod con- 
tinued. “ Ideally, such a change calls for an 
entirely new set of hospitals, but obviously 
such an objective is unrealistic and we must 
aim at adapting many of the hospitals we 
have, so as to fit them into this new concep- 
tion.” 

Mr. Macleod said that he hoped the 
Ministry would soon be in a position to 
circulate bulletins on various aspects of 
Health Service building design and construc- 
tion which would reflect what was best in 
modern practice, both in this country and 
abroad, and serve as guides to what could 
be officially approved. “Hitherto,” he 
added, “central responsibility for the 
scrutiny of building plans has been exercised 
almost entirely by ad hoc study of each 
project of any size as it has been submitted, 
and this will continue. But we believe—and 
the RIBA are with us in this—that there 
would be advantage in the publication of 
bulletins of this kind so as to provide a 
ready means of disseminating information to 
architects and to the professions with 
which they work in hospital planning. At 
the same time much discussion on plans at 
a later stage may be saved.” 

There was, however, no intention of 
cramping the architect’s initiative by rigid 
prescription of details of planning. But 
there were a number of matters on which 
it was believed the profession would welcome 
authoritative guidance—space standards to 
mention only one—and it was felt that it was 
the Ministry’s duty to supply this in con- 
sultation with outside experts in this field. 


IAAS LUNCHEON 


“Closed-shop”’ Policy Criticised 


TENHE “ closed-shop ” policy adopted by the 
RIBA and the RICS was criticised by 
Lt.-Co_: A. E. HENSON, president of the 
Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, when he spoke at the luncheon 
of the London and Home Counties branch 
of ‘the Association at Grosvenor House, 
Londen, on October 20. (Mr. F. J. Meekins, 
chairman of the branch, presided.) 

Lt.-Col. Henson said that the policy of 
these two organisations was regarded as a 
large obstacle by members of his associa- 
tion and did not, in his view, help in safe- 
guarding the interests of architects and 
surveyors generally, nor was it in the public 
interest. 

He referred to the high standard of the 
IAAS’s final examination, which, he said, 
was recognised by Government departments 
and most professional bodies. They did not 
yet, however, enjoy the fullest measure of 
recognition, although the Association had 
been functioning for the past 30 years. He 
thought it was time that they were recog- 
nised, at least as a junior partner, by the 
RIBA and RICS, 
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But an open clash of policy between the 
three bodies would not be in the best 
interests of their joint professions, he added. 

The affairs of the Association, said the 
speaker, had never been at a better level 
than they were to-day, and he called upon 
all members to uphold the Association’s 
motto: “‘ With art and integrity we serve.” 

Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, OM, FRIBA, was 
guest of honour at the lunch, and the other 
speakers were Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, 
president of the Institute of Arbitrators 
(who deputised for Lord Mancroft, who was 
unable to attend), and Sir Alfred Bossom, 
MP, FRIBA. 


OBITUARY 


J. P. Bushe-Fox 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Joscelyn Plunkett Bushe-Fox, CBE, Chief In- 
spector of Ancient Monuments, Ministry of 
Works, from 1933 to 1945. He was 74 years 
of age. At one time he shared in the direc- 
tion of excavations at the Roman Wall at 
Corbridge and made a distinguished reputa- 
tion as a Romano-British archaeologist. After 
Corbridge came a series of excavations con- 
ducted for the Society of Antiquaries of Lon- 
don, and recorded in that society’s research 
reports, one at Wroxeter and one on Hengis- 
bury Head, published between 1913 and 1916. 
He was made a CBE in 1945, 


B. H. St. J. O'Neil 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred on October 24 of Mr. B. H. St. 
John O'Neil, Chief Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments since 1945, a position which he 
took over from Mr. J. P. Bushe-Fox, CBE, 
whose recent death is also reported in this 
column. Aged 49, Mr. O’Neil’s life-long 
interest in archeology was already displayed 
at Oxford, where in 1926, he was honorary 
secretary and president of the Oxford Uni- 
versity Archeological Society. Between 
1935-45 he was Inspector of Ancient Monu- 
ments for Wales. An active practising 
archeologist of the first order, he was a par- 
ticular authority on prehistoric and Roman 
sites in England and Wales. 


John B. Adams, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
occurred after a short illness, of Mr. John 
Brittain Adams, FRIBA, aged 67, of Stoke- 
on-Trent. 

Mr. Adams had been in practice as an 
architect for many years. He was first in 
partnership with Mr. E. T. Watkin. Later 
he joined with Mr. Clifton Edwards and they 
were together for 25 years until last year. 
Recently he went into partnership with Mr. 
Charles E. Green. Mr. Adams was an 
active member of the North Staffordshire 
Architectural Association until a short time 
ago and was one of its former presidents. 


F. Willey, FRIBA, FRICS 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Frederick Willey, FRIBA, FRICS. He was 
73. Mr. Willey was formerly chief architect 
to the Durham County Council. After his 
retirement he continued work in private 
practice. 


A. R. Shibley, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
took place on October 25, at Reigate, of Mr. 
Albert Reginald Shibley, FRIBA. 
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AN ARCHITECT AND HIS 
PUBLIC 


A Recent Broadcast Talk 


(THE fourth of a group of talks in which 

artists and authors are considering 
their relationship with the people to whom 
their work is offered was given on Wed- 
nesday, October 6, by Mr. PETER SHEP- 
HEARD, ARIBA. We take the following 
extracts from his talk : — 

For at least a hundred years we have 
produced and delighted in many great 
writers, politicians and soldiers, but 
ilmost no great painters, sculptors or 
architects. Even now, you have only to 
listen regularly to the Sunday programme 
called “ The Critics” to see how even 
these very civilised people are bewildered 
and flummoxed as soon as the talk leaves 
iiterature for the visual arts. I think this 
dlindness, even though it has lasted for a 
hundred years or more, is a temporary 
one. 


And here is the other reason for the 
visual squalor of English towns—the 
architects’ own defection; since about 
1850, and increasingly in the early twen- 
tieth century, the architects have gradually 
contracted out of their social duty to the 
public; more and more they tended to 
build dream-buildings in fancy-dress styles 
for rich clients; the big country house, 
the great city bank, the town hall dressed 
up as a Roman temple became the sought- 
after jobs, and architects acquired a repu- 
tation as impractical and expensive 
esthetes, while housing for ordinary 
people was left to the speculative builder, 
factories to the engineer, and town plan- 
ning became a branch of sanitary engi- 
neering. Here again, in spite of the disas- 
trous effects of this contracting out, there 
is no need for pessimism now. The present 
generation of architects is almost~desper- 
ately conscious of its social responsibili- 
ties; to most of us, housing is one of the 
most interesting, exacting and exciting 
jobs, and in housing, schools and other 
buildings there is a major revival of archi- 
ture in full swing. 


FORMAL QUALITIES 


Architecture is not a “ pure” art. In so 
far as it has purely formal qualities, they 
are those of sculpture. But although sculp- 
ture can be purely abstract at a pinch, 
architecture certainly cannot. Some archi- 
tects indeed get very near to conceiving 
their buildings as abstract compositions; 
especially the followers of Mies van der 
Rohe, who has built in the USA several 
exquisite cages of steel and glass, which 
contain their inhabitants as arbitrarily as 
an aquarium houses fish. These elegant 
cages have, perhaps, some success when 
they house the simplest functions—say 
that of a small chapel or a single living 
space; but for the complex movement 
and activity, noise and bustle of a building 
such as a school, they are totally inade- 
quate. It seems to me wrong to rob a 
room of all privacy for the sake of keep- 
ing intact the glass cage idea, or to omit 
all soft, and sound-deadening materials 
from a school hall in case they spoil the 
brutal purity of brick and steel; and 
wrong in just the same way as it would 
be to sacrifice the lighting and conveni- 
ence of a banking hall by dressing it up 
as a Florentine Palace or a Roman bath; 
in both the convenience of the users of 
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the building is sacrificed to a preconceived 
formal idea. 

Most large jobs now are done for com- 
mittees of one kind or another, and some 
architects, especially those who have 
never had the experience of working for 
a rich private client, tend to grumble 
about this, and unreasonably, I think. 
Committees do tend to be slow, they are 
sometimes offended and on rare occasions 
offensive; but on the whole they respond 
at least as well as individuals to plain 
dealing, and one can almost always find 
on a committee a kindred spirit to appeal 
to. 


Much more serious, I think, is the 
choice which the architect must make be- 
tween public and private practice, that is 
between working as the salaried official 
of an authority on the one hand, and as 
a freelance private practitioner on the 
other. Public practice offers security of 
employment and no lack of exciting work 
either on such things as schools and hous- 
ing and town planning. Private practice 
offers freedom, sometimes freedom to 
starve, of course, and often a more varied 
choice of work; it is difficult in private 
practice to ensure an even flow of work, 
and taxation makes it impossible to save 
money in good years to pay for bad ones. 
Which you choose is largely a question of 
temperament. 


But I think a much more important dis- 
tinction than that between public and 
private practice is that between the small 
and the large office. I believe that for 
the sake of good architecture and the 
happiness and keenness of the staff on 
which good architecture largely depends, 
each project must be done by a small 

oup who see it through, and whose 
eader conceives the work as a whole. 
Even in quite small offices the principal 
gets caught up with meetings and letters 
and administration, and soon finds him- 
self not drawing any more; as soon as 
this happens and he accepts it, he is 
finished as an architect. Large offices, 
both public and private, sometimes forget 
this, and turn into great plan factories, 
where some do the design, others the 
working drawings and no one exercises 
proper architectural control over each in- 
dividual project. If the large office 
organises itself in small groups each with 
a project to do, this disadvantage is re- 
moved, and excellent work is being done 
in this way by some of the largest of all, 
such as the London County Council itself. 


. ELECTRIC SIGN DESIGN 
Competition to be Held 


THE FIRST electric sign design competition 
to be held in this country is being spon- 
sored by the Electrical Sign Manufactarers’ 
Association. 


The main purpose of the competition is 
to foster an improvement in electric sign 
design technique. It is hoped also that the 
competition will help to create a_ better 
appreciation generally of the value and 
importance of electric signs for identifica- 
tion and advertising purposes. 


The competition is open to all, and, to 
encourage amateur designers to enter, at 
least one of the prizes will be awarded to 
an amateur. Full particulars of the com- 
petition are obtainable from ESMA, 
Kingsway House, 103, Kingsway, WC2. 
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GATWICK AIRPORT 


Government Decide to Continue with 
Scheme 


ON October 20, Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER, 

Minister of Transport and Civil Avia- 
tion, announced in the House of Commons 
that the Government have decided that the 
development of Gatwick as an alternative 
to London Airport shall proceed forthwith 
and it is hoped that the airport will be in 
operation by the spring of 1958. A White 
Paper (Gatwick Airport, Cmd. 9296, price 
3d.) describes the development as a “ matter 
of a good deal of urgency,” and discusses 
the specific points to which Sir Colin Camp- 
bell, chairman of the public inquiry, referred 
in his report. 

The White Paper says the Government 
found themselves forced to the conclusion 
that changes in the air traffic control 
arrangements in southern England could not 
be made without sacrificing safety and 
efficiency of operation. They were advised 
that there was no evidence to indicate that 
visibility in winter at Gatwick was worse 
than that at any other airport within roughly 
the same distance of London. The director 
of the Meteorological Office had consulted 
Sir David Brunt, chairman of the Meteoro- 
logical Research Committee, and this further 
opinion, taken with the evidence at the 
inquiry, confirmed the Government’s view 
that the absence of any night statistics did 
not invalidate Sir Colin Campbell’s conclu- 
sion that “meteorologically, the site is 
suitable.” 

The White Paper states that a runway 
7,000 ft. long is adequate for all but one air- 
craft using London Airport. It is adequate 
for all future aircraft, so far as can be seen, 
but the Government are satisfied that if 
necessary there is room to lengthen the run- 
way without serious inconvenience to the 
public. 


REDUCING NOISE 


On the subject of noise, the White Paper 
states: “Given the necessity for an airport 
in southern England, the Government are 
satisfied that the noise at Gatwick will 
seriously affect comparatively few people, 
and every practical step will be taken to 
reduce it.” 

The White Paper says that in the light 
of these facts the Government propose to 
take the first steps “in the near-future” to 
develop a civil airport at Gatwick. 

Some accommodation beside the airport 
will be required by the Ministry and some 
of the properties close to the perimeter 
would undoubtedly prove suitable, it is 
stated. The Ministry will be ready to pur- 
chase these if the owners wish to sell them. 
It is understood that the Minister does not 
intend to acquire these properties com- 
pulsorily. 

Work on the diversion of the Brighton 
Road between Lowfield Heath and Charl- 
wood village, and on a road giving improved 
access to the airport, will be started shortly. 

The first stage of the plan, to be com- 
pleted in 1958, is estimated to cost £6m. The 
Ministry will begin almost immediately the 
process of acquiring the necessary land. 


SPECIALIST SERVICE 


In view of the increasingly wide use of 
glazed cement, the Glazed Cement Manufac- 
turers’ Association has been formed to main- 
tain efficient service as specialist sub- 
contractors, with offices at 18, St. Swithin’s- 
lane, EC4 (Tel.: Mansion House 6043/7). 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Reassembly After Summer Recess 


AMILIAR faces in unfamiliar roles 
could well describe the scene when 
Parliament reassembled on Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 19, after the summer recess, for several 
Ministers answered questions for depart- 
ments over which they had assumed respon- 
sibility the previous day, writes our Parlia- 
mentary correspondent. 

The changes in the Government an- 
nounced on October 18 [reported in our 
last issue] have broken up the triumvirate 
which Sir Winston Churchill set up on 
taking over from the Labour Government. 
to carry out the Conservative pledge to free 
the building industry. Mr. Harold Mac- 
millan, on whom the main burden of that 
task fell, has gone to the Ministry of De- 
fence, and Sir David Eccles, who as Minister 
of Works was closely allied with him in 
those duties, takes over direction of the 
nation’s education. 

Only Mr. Duncan Sandys maintains his 
close connection with the original purpose, 
for he succeeds Mr. Macmillan, and no 
doubt the administrative abilities he demon- 
strated as Minister of Supply will provide a 
useful aid to him in maintaining and expand- 
ing Mr. Macmillan’s housing policy. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE 


On October 19, Lreut.-CoLt. Lockwoop 
(C.) asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether, in view of the circum- 
stances of the death of Mr. Edward Pilgrim, 
of Romford, he would take action to enable 
local authorities, in cases of hardship, to 
pay a larger amount by way of compensa- 
tion to owners of land the subject of a 
compulsory purchase order than they were 
entitled to pay under existing legislation. 

Mr. Sanpys said “ Yes.” The Govern- 
ment had decided to move an amendment 
to the Town and Country Planning Bill to 
enable additional payment to be made in 
certain circumstances, where public autho- 
rities bought land which had development 
value in 1948, but in respect of which no 
claim had been made on the £300m. fund. 

This announcement was elaborated by the 
LorD CHANCELLOR in the House of Lords, 
where the Town and Country Planning Bill 
came up for second reading. He said that 
the results of the 1947 Act had in practice 
been unhappy because people acted not in 
accordance with logic, but with their own 
best interests, selling their land at the best 
price they could get. But the man who 
bought the land and had to pay the charge 
regarded it as a tax on his enterprise. The 
primary object of the Bill was to establish, 
still by reference to the claim originally 
made on the £300m. fund, a system of com- 
pensation on a “pay as you go” principle. 
Any attempt to reopen the 1947 settlement 
would produce further and perhaps fatal 
delay. 

Referring to the case of Mr. Pilgrim, he 
went on: “Under the 1947 Act the local 
authority could only pay for existing use 
value, for as no claim had beeen made, 
nothing was due to the owner for develop- 
ment. You will have in mind that the 
owner committed suicide. I feel bound to 
point out, as a matter of fairness, without 
wishing to go any further, or become con- 
troversial on the matter, that the owner suf- 
fered under the 1947 Act, and it is only 
fair to say that nothing the present Govern- 
ment have done, or are doing, is responsible 
for the position in which he found himself. 
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Nevertheless, the Government have felt it 
incumbent on them to see whether they can 
do anything to alleviate the position of those 
small owners and a provision could be in- 
cliided in the Bill which would enable the 
Minister to authorise payment of an ex- 
gratia supplement in cases of that kind. An 
amendment dealing with that will in due 
course be moved. 

Such a provision, he said, could net apply 
to those cases where the land had already 
been compulsorily acquired; it would not 
be possible or right to make the supple- 
mentary payment retrospective, but it could. 
and he hoped it would, prevent any such 
cases being possible in the future, which 
was the object the Government had in mind. 
Equally the provision could not extend to 
cover cases where permission for develop- 
ment was refused. 

Lorp SILKIN said that everyone in the 
country must have been disturbed by the 
case of Mr. Pilgrim, but the present Bill 
had gone a long way before it occurred to 
the Government that something ought to 
be done to meet such a case. He was glad 
something was to be done to meet those 
unhappy cases. There had been an unhappv 
combination of circumstances, and one was 
undoubtedly the fact that Mr. Pilgrim must 
have been influenced by the talk of clever 
persons who went about saying that the 
dividend on the £300m. fund would be a 
few coppers in the pound, that it was not 
worth while making a claim and certainly 
not worth the expense of employing pro- 
fessional assistance. 

Viscount GAGE said that there would be 
many cases of compulsory acquisition of 
land from the small owner which would 
appear grossly unjust to the public which 
would attract wide publicity and would 
bring discredit to the name of town plan- 
ning. The most obvious case of that sort 
had been tragically illustrated by that of 
Mr. Pilgrim. Even with the Government’s 
proposed amendment to the Bill, a prudent 
purchaser exercising all care might find him- 
self in exactly the same plight as Mr. Pil- 
grim. The Government were not repealing 
the eighth Commandment, but were putting 
it out to local option. which was to be exer- 
cised by planning committees. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


LONDON WATER SUPPLIES 


On October 19, Mr. SKEFFINGTON asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether the working party now con- 
sidering the future of water supplies for the 
Metropolitan Water Board would include 2 
survey of water needs for the London basin 
as a whole. 

Mr. SANDYS said that this inquiry was 
mstituted to consider the particular prob- 
lems of the Metropolitan Water Board. 
However. the water needs of the London 
basin as a whole were being borne in mind. 


ARCHASOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES 


On October 19, Mr. EDELMAN asked the 
Minister of Works whether he would make 
it a condition in granting building licences 
involving major excavations that discoveries 
of antiquarian or other national interest 
might be preserved, at his discretion. 

Mr. NIGEL BircH said that he had no 
power to do so. 

Mr. Wyatrt asked him what action he was 
taking to designate the well-preserved re- 
mains of a Roman temple of about AD 150, 
discovered near St. Paul’s Cathedral, an 
ancient monument so that it could not be 
built over or removed. 
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Mr. Snow asked if the Minister would 
authorise archeological excavation at the 
site to continue until the north wall had 
been fully examined, and to appoint an 
independent committee of inquiry to examine 
the alternative technical methods of preserv- 
ing the temple and to scrutinise the basis of 
the suggested £500,000 needed to modify the 
present building plan. 

Mr. Bircu said that, as had been an- 
nounced, the owners of the site on which 
the Roman temple was found generously. 
offered to dismantle and re-erect, it in a fore- 
court of the new building. They also pro- 
vided full archeological facilities. 

He added, in another reply to Mr. Snow, 
that he could not say without notice whether 
before he or his predecessor authorised 
demolition the exterior north wall was ex- 
cavated. He did not think the figure of 
£500,000 required to modify the plan was 
exaggerated. 


MONOPOLIES REPORT 


On October 19, Mr. Harry Hynp asked 
the Minister of Works what action he pro- 
posed to take in view of the report of the 
Monpolies Commission on the supply of 
buildings in the Greater London area. 

Mr. BircH said that discussions had 
started with the parties concerned. 

The representatives of the London 
Builders’ Conference had stated that the 
practices criticised by the Monopolies Com- 
mission were being suspended, and that 
steps were being taken to provide for their 
abandonment. 


PREFAB. EXPORTS 


On October 19, Mr. Abu asked the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade if he would 
state the value of exports in 1953 of pre- 
fabricated houses, prefabricated industrial, 
educational and farm buildings, and com- 
ponents for prefabricated buildings. 

Mr. Low, who replied, said that exports 
recorded as prefabricated buildings amounted 
in 1953 to £3,823,000.. This figure excluded 
garages, huts, greenhouses and the like. 

Mr. Acsu also asked what action was 
being taken to encourage the export of pre- 
fabricated houses, industrial and other build- 
ings and prefabricated components for 
buildings. 

Mr. Low: All the services of advice and 
information and the credit insurance facili- 
ties of the Export Credits Guarantee Depart- 
ment provided generally for exporters by the 
Government are available for the manufac- 
turers of prefabricated buildings. I welcome 
the efforts they are making over exports. 


HOUSING SUBSIDY REDUCTION 

In the House of Commons on October 21, 
Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, introduced a motion 
to approve the Order which reduces the 
subsidy on local government houses com- 
pleted after March 31 next. The Order 
was presented to the House on July 12. 

Mr. Sandys said that the reductions pro- 
posed were the outcome of the review last 
June. After explaining the four main 
principles on which the subsidy was calcu- 
lated, and the changes which have been 
made since 1946, he pointed out that since 
June, 1953, a major change had taken place 
in one of the main factors of the subsidy 
calculations, namely, the rate of interest pay- 
able on loans from the Public Works Loans 
Board. This had gone down from 4} per 
cent. to 33 per cent., and if all the calcula- 
tions had remained unchanged since 1952 
the reduction would have made it possible 
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OVER 50 YEARS’ PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE FLOORING TRADE 


THE PHILIP FLOORING COMPANY LTD. 


(Directors: P. D. PHILIP, LESLIE J. PHILIP) 





cussouD 0131 FLOORING SPECIALISTS. 
CONTRACTORS TO , 66/8, Hertford Road, Dalston, 
WAN OFFICE LONDON, N.1 
AIR MINISTRY 
MINISTRY OF WORKS ——<—e2. °° °° 
nn ae FLOORING SPECIALITIES 


MIDDX, C.C., &e., &e. WOOD BLOCK, PARQUET STRIP (HARDWOOD) & MAGNESITE JOINTLESS COMPOSITION (NEW copE 
OF PRACTICE) FLOORINGS, MOSAIC, TERRAZZO & MARBLE PAVINGS, RUBBER & LINOLEUM 
RESURFACING OF EXISTING FLOORS BY MACHINE 
**FLUID-GLASS”’ TREATMENT FOR LINOLEUM 
CORK TILES. 








To Whom it may concern 29th. October, 1954 


Dear Sir (s), 
ECONOMY & DURABILITY - WOOD BLOCK FLOORING 





Ths Housing drive still occupies most of the nation’s building 
resources and still the search goes on for cheaper and better floors. The 
fact, however, still remains that timber is the best, and in the long run, 
the cheapest type of flooring, and we are constantly trying to obtain new 
and interesting timbers which will provide economical, durable and 
decorative floors for all classes of dwellings. 


We can now supply from stock large quantities of }” and 1” nominal 
wood blocks, such as: 
FRENCH MARITIME PINE ABURA 
SAPELE EUROPEAN OAK 
EUROPEAN BEECH 
AFRORMOSIA and many others. 


Where floors are to be laid on joists or fillets, we can supply 
tongued and grooved strip flooring suitable for secret nailing direct, 
with ends matched, in such timbers as:— 


TASMANIAN OAK GURJUN 
KEMPAS RAMIN 
EUROPEAN BEECH EUROPEAN OAK etc. ete. 


No Licences are required, and if necessary, jobs can be commenced within 
24 hours of receipt of order. 





For Schools, Public Buildings, Hospitals, Offices and Shops, where 
heavy wear is anticipated, one of the finest and toughest Colonial 
hardwoods is now available — RHODESIAN MUAVE, This timber, with its deep 
rich variegated colour and interesting grain, will outlast the maj jority of 
buildings in which it is laid, and has an added advantage, insofar as it 
requires little maintenance. 


oy 


= }" Austrian Oak parquet flooring is now obtainable, free of licence, 
in both herringbone and strip patterns and is equal in quality to pre-war 
timber. We shall be pleased to send along one of our technical staff to 
inspect and quote an inclusive price for the floorings laid complete and 
waxpolished. 


Please send us your enquiries, which will be dealt with promptly. 
Yours faithfully, 
The Philip Flooring Company, Ltd. 


ly SOOM 





Director. 


Theres nothing Uke W000, 
<< ———— 





P.S. WE CAN NOW SUPPLY 1" NOM. CANADIAN ROCK MAPLE T & G@ FLOORING FOR 
GYMNASIA, DANCE OR FACTORY FLOORS WITHOUT LICENCE. 
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to reduce the Exchequer subsidy from £26 14s. 
to £21 18s. 

However, the other factors had not re- 
mained entirely unchanged. Wages in the 
building industry had continued to increase, 
but that had been offset in a drop in the 
prices of building materials and also by 
some increase in productivity. : 

Mr. Lestie HALE intervened to suggest 
that there had been a change in the stan- 
dards of housing, which now varied con- 
siderably. He asked how the Minister 
estimated the capital cost to-day. In 
Oldham the actual cost was £1,683. 

Mr. SanDys said the capital cost was 
based on the average type of house being 
built by local authorities, and the average 
size was smaller than it was several years 
azo, but the decision about the kind of 
houses they built rested with the local 
authorities. The ideas embodied in the 
“ People’s House ”—originally put forward by 
the Labour Government—were being 
adopted to an even greater extent by loeal 
authorities, and the subsidy was based on 
the type of house which Jocal authorities 
in general had decided to build. 

The notional rent was a basic factor in 
calculating the subsidy. It was estimated 
that in the last two and a half years the cost 
of building had risen by’a little more than 
three and a half years ago. The effect of 
that was to increase the cost of a house by 
about £58 above the 1952 level. On the 
other hand, this slightly increased capital 
cost could now be amortised at an interest 
rate which was one-half per cent. lower 
than it was before. The net result was 
that the annual cost to the local authority 
had gone down by about £4. In reviewing 
the notional rent, the Government had 
adopted the same principles as those of their 
predecessors. The average earnings had 
continued to rise, and the notional rent had 
been assumed to have risen by 1s. from 
18s. to 19s. That increase was less than 
the increase in earnings would warrant. 
Based on these calculations the Order pro- 
vided for a standard Exchequer subsidy of 
£22 Is. The Government were not pro- 
posing any reduction in the three-to-one 
ratio betweerr the Exchequer subsidy and 
the local authority contribution. They were 
not assuming as great an increase in the 
notional rent as average earnings would 
warrant, and they were not introducing the 
operation of the reduced subsidies until the 
end of March, although the changed factors 
which justified it were already operating. 

After considerable debate the Order was 
approved by 251 votes to 230. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


On October 21, Mr. SWINGLER asked the 
Minister of Education how many new 
schools were under construction on the 
latest date for which figures were available, 
and on the same date in 1953, 1952 and 1951; 
and how many new primary and secondary 
places, respectively, would be provided when 
the schools at present under construction 
were comp'’eted. 

Sir Davip Eccles said the following was 
the information requested :— 
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LCC FORM OF CONTRACT 


Joint Discussions Imminent 


R. NORMAN FARMER asked the 

chairman of the LCC general purposes 
committee at the Council’s meeting on 
October 19 if any progress had yet been 
made in establishing an amended form of 
contract which was acceptable to the coun- 
cil’s contractors. 

In reply, Mr. R. E. Goopwin stated: Since 
I replied to the Hon. Member in May last, 
the discussions between the council’s officers 
and those of the associations of local authori- 
ties have resulted in agreement in principle 
between the council and the majority of the 
associations upon a draft form of building 
contract which it is hoped shortly to discuss 
with the Joint Contracts Tribunal represent- 
ing the building industry, the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors and the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects. When the result of 
these discussions is known, a report will be 
submitted to the general purposes committee. 

Mr. FARMER: Can I ask the chairman of 
the general purposes committee in view of 
the very long time that this matter has been 
outstanding (a matter of several years) if he 
can kindly have it accelerated so that we can 
get this new form of contract going, say, by 
the first of next year? 

Mr. Goopwin: I cannot give any under- 
taking along those lines. I can assure the 
member that all possible speed will be put 
into these discussions. I would add this: 
that I am sure he would be the first to agree 
with me that provided justice is done, which 
we would all expect, our major responsibility 
is to protect the interests of this council, 
which are the interests of the ratepayers of 
London, and it would be very wrong to enter 
into any agreement which did not have this 
as its first principle. 


STEEL ERECTORS’ STRIKE 
City Sites Affected 


ELEVEN large building sites in the City of 
London were affected by a strike of about 
100 steel erector members of the Construc- 
tiona] Engineering Union on Tuesday night. 

A spokesman of the union is reported to 
have said that the union called out the men 
as a protest against a rejection by the 
Engineering and Allied Employers’ National 
Federation of a wages application for 34d. 
an hour in London and 24d. in the provinces. 
The strike was to continue “ indefinitely ” 
until the pay increase was granted. 

The sites concerned are Lloyd’s new build- 
ing in Lime-street; new offices for the Bank 
of England at St. Paul’s; an office block in 
Great Tower-street; an office block in Fen- 
church-street; United Steel Co., City Wall 
House, Moorgate; Mercantile and Marine 
Insurance, White-street; the Morning Adver- 
tiser, Shoe-lane; Lovell and Christmas, Ltd., 
Smithfield Market; Amalgamated Press, 
Tudor-street; London South American Bank, 
Queen Victoria-street; and Blue Star Line 
Shipping Co., Leadenhall-street. 


NEW SCHOOLS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 














PRIMARY SECONDARY TOTAL 
Schools Places } Schools Places | Schools | Places 
June 1, 1951 wae ace tee weel, ALS 270,425 | «293 | 134,750 | 1,206 | 450,175 
June 1, 1952 eo sts _ - es 785 227,135 276 123,505 | 1,061 | 350,640 
June 1, 1953 ane - mer ss pi 665 197,185 377 180,214 1,042 377,399 
June 1, 1954 e ‘ ies al ee $37 165,745 456 227,58S | 993 393,330 
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BUILDING COSTS 
“Why do they Stay High?” 


PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
Birmingham Association of Building 
Trades Employers held on October 22, Sm 
HERBERT MANZONI,’ Birmingham City 
Engineer and Surveyor, said that he could 
not see why building costs stayed at their 
present high level. 


“The increase in the cost of labour is less 
than 200 per cent. of what it was before the 
war and the cost of building is more than 
300 per cent. higher,” he said, adding: “In 
the end the only criterion of the cost of 
building is the cost of labour.” 


When the trade could reduce its costs, 
work would “ roll in and give you the oppor- 
tunity of prosperity which we hope you will 
get,” he said. “I think prosperity is just 
round the corner; I hope so because I want 
to see this city and many other cities build- 
ing as I have seen them building abroad.” 

Group-CaPTAIN W. S. ALLEN, Director of 
the Midland Region, Ministry of Works, 
said that since January 1 this year when 
building restrictions had been very consider- 
ably reduced, he had not refused to sign a 
single building licence of any kind. The 
prophecies of undermanned sites and scarcity 
of supplies made by certain long-haired, self- 
appointed self-considered experts had not 
materialised. 


Mr. E. H. COcHRANE, president of the 
Birmingham Association of Building Trades 
Employers, spoke of the competition faced 
by the trade in the labour market from the 
engineering industry where wages were 
related to the output of a machine rather 
than the skill of a man. 


“ BUILDERS’ PROMISE KEPT” 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, said that during the many years 
that the building industry was suffering from 
controls they repeatedly pressed for experi- 
ments in freedom and promised that the more 
extensive those experiments were the better 
would be the results. 

“We have kept our promise,” he declared. 
“Last year we built more houses than in 
any post-war year and, contrary to what 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan has said, we also built 
more schools, factories, and so on. This 
year we hope to create an all time record 
for housing and, still further, to increase the 
output of other buildings of all types. 

“Our success has very largely been due, 
not only to the lifting of controls, but to 
the successful efforts of the manufacturers 
of building materials. They, too, have been 
breaking records and seem likely to go on 
doing so. We wish them well and if, as we 
expect, all controls are shortly abolished. 
can promise to keep pace with them.” 


REHOUSING AT WOLVERHAMPTON 


Wolverhampton Housing Committee has 
decided to increase to 500 a year, for a 
period of five years, the number of houses 
to be allocated for re-housing purposes. In 
arriving at its decision, the Housing Com- 
mittee had assumed an annual figure of 
1,000 new dwellings being completed by the 
Corporation and under the County Council's 
overspill scheme. The committee's decision 
would mean that about 2.500 slum houses 
could be demolished within five years, com- 
pared with an estimated total of 5,700 sub- 
standard houses in the borough. 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
4—PERFORMANCE OF HOUSEBUILDERS (continued) 


We continue our extracts from “’ Housebuilding in Transition,” by Sherman 
J. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 


California, published in England by 


PROGRESS 


HE final—and, to many, the most im- 
portant—criterion of performance 
is progress. The whole economic history 
of the United States is characterised by 
giant increases in productivity, with even 
average industries developing, new 
methods and better technology at a rapid 
rate. Simply to hold its place in the 
industrial scheme, an industry must show 
constant improvement. 

Builders have not closed the door on 
progress in the past decade. They have 
shown great willingness to adopt methods 
proved by others. When techniques have 
appeared promising, they have spread 
quite rapidly. fair percentage of 
builders, though perhaps not the average, 
has made an effort to keep abreast of 
current developments through the techni- 
cal press and their trade associations. A 
certain number of builders have experi- 
mented with new techniques, and if they 
were successful, the use of the innova- 
tions has become widespread. The rate 
of progress in recent years has been 
greatly accelerated over that of the past. 
Even so, this progress has primarily taken 
the form of more skilful performance of 
the same traditional housebuilding pro- 
cesses. 

Innovations, or cost-reducing or out- 
put-increasing changes, can come about 
in a variety of ways. There can be (a) 
an introduction of a new method of pro- 
duction involving changes in the manu- 
facturing processes or their organisation; 
(b) discovery or creation of a new market 
for the industry’s output; (c) development 
of a new source of supply of factors; 
(d) creation of a new product or a signifi- 
cant change in quality of existing ones; 
and (e) a change in the industry’s organi- 
sation or distribution methods. 

Examining the record of the house- 
building industry with respect to this list, 
and especially comparing it with the re- 
cord of other industries, one is struck 
by the relatively unchanging nature of 
its product, processes, and organisation. 
Perceptible changes have taken place both 
in the construction process and the pro- 
duct it has evolved in the Bay area in 
recent years, but they have not been re- 
volutionary. 

This conservative record is disappoint- 
ing to many observers, whose minds have 
long pictured the rosy possibility of a 
suddenly different and radically better 
housing industry. They feel that it has 
missed a great opportunity, seized by 
many other industries, to live up to its 
own potentialities, to introduce dynamic 
changes, to take the large view. 
Ford revolutionised auto-making. Where 
is the Ford of building? Many candi- 
dates have come forward seeking this 
honour; why have they failed? 

There are two possible explanations 
for the stability and relative lack of pro- 
gress in the housing industry. The first 
is that possibly the most efficient firms, 
using present production methods, have 
already brought the cost per unit of out- 
put as low as it can be with existing 
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knowledge; that further reorganisations, 
changes in factor use, and other innova- 
tions would not actually bring about a 
sufficient cost reduction in the final unit 
to justify the upheavals attendant upon 
instituting them. The second is that, 
assuming there is ample room for real 
growth in efficiency, no one has had the 
vision to perceive in what areas changes 
should be brought about; or, if they have 
such insight, have not had sufficient in- 
fluence or strength to bring them about 
within the existing organisation of the 
industry. In terms of the earlier analysis, 
there is some scale of firm that is far 
more efficient than the present optimum 
size, but it cannot be reached because of 
the intervening, less efficient size ranges, 
which a firm cannot push through with- 
out being given a- strong shove by some 
external force. 


ADVANTAGES OF WOOD 


Those who hold the first view claim 
that the present structure of the industry, 
with its small overhead, great flexibility, 
and low profits, is efficient, and that the 
production process is better than most 
critics realise. Wood is basically an 
efficient material, cheap, easy to handle 
and to work with. A wood frame has 
great advantages over other materials. A 
competent large firm can complete the 
shell of a $10,000 house, including 
foundation, subfloor, framing, siding, and 
roofing, for less than $2,000—a figure ex- 
tremely difficult for other procedures to 
compete with. 

Those adhering to the second point of 
view, however, maintain that this appear- 
ance of efficiency is an illusion, and that 
the cheapness of the frame of the house 
is deceiving. Builders comparing other 
methods of production find that they can- 
not beat their present framing costs, and, 
therefore, continue as before. They 
ignore the fact that the big expense of a 
house is the equipment and finishing, 
which are purchased from sub-contrac- 
tors and do not enter the picture when the 
builder calculates new methods. Effici- 
ency can be increased, but only if some- 
one takes an entirely new view of. the 
complete building process, looking to- 
ward elimination of some of the present 
steps rather than continuing merely to de- 
velop gradual improvements in the pre- 
sent methods of performance. A radical 
shift in the method of production (the 
production function) is called for. 

The proponents of this second explana- 
tion have, on the whole, held that a basic 
prerequisite to important shifts in the 
production function is probably that 
firms much larger than those of the pre- 
sent must come into existence in order 
that the potentialities for new production 
methods can be perceived and brought 
about. Connected with this belief is the 
idea that the housing industry is too com- 
petitive to operate efficiently. Those who 
advance this theory state that. contrary 
to most industries, housebuilding © has 
suffered because of a lack of firms with a 
monopoly position. Firms are required 
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which could furnish leadership, under- 
stand the need for change, undertake 
necessary research, and introduce radi- 
cally new methods that would achieve 
greater efficiency. The present state of 
housebuilding, characterised by intense 
competition, diversity of organisation, ex- 
treme flexibility, and an unstandardised 
and complex product, is not conducive to 
the development of such firms. 

The excess of competition, it is 
claimed, leads to a general absence 
of money for research and a conse- 
quent following of a _ one-at-a-time 
approach which fails to encompass the 
building process as a whole. It is claimed 
that many of the factors which make 
entry easy tend at the same time to slow 
down innovation. Where entry is too 
free, industry members may undertake 
few departures, realising that new en- 
trants will adopt them and their favoured 
position will be “competed away.” In 
addition to possible rapid erosion of pro- 
fits of innovation in an easily entered in- 
dustry, there is a strong possibility that 
firms may find it hard to accumulate 
funds to finance the research from which 
new products or new methods of produc- 
tion can stem. Lacking firms with a pro- 
tected position,. the industry requires 
either an outside force, such as aid 
through governmental policy, or the 
emergence of an entrepreneur with un- 
usual ability, drive, and luck to achieve 
any important changes in the production 
function. 

RELATIVE INERTIA 

The present relative inertia of house- 
builders is not illogical, When comfort- 
able profits can be made by being only as 
efficient as the bulk of the industry; when 
the nature of the product is still largely 
dictated by common acceptance of an in- 
differently designed and exécuted pro- 
duct; when any one producer controls 
only a small: part of the industry out- 
put and not all the processes of produc- 
tion; and when concurrent innovation is 
lacking in supplying industries, the urge 
to innovate is weakened. When, further, 
introduction of new materials or methods 
of production must be pushed past stiff 
institutional resistance, the prospective 
net gain of innovation appears small. 

The argument for larger size and 
greater monopoly in housebuilding is also 
advanced on the grounds that the present 
relationship between housebuilders and 
the suppliers of factors is unsatisfactory. 
This line of reasoning follows partly from 
the belief that monopoly is widespread 
among the supplying industries. It was 
brought out earlier that this is far from 
the case, but it is true that whatever re- 
strictions the industry does feel might be 
reduced if housebuilding firms enjoyed 
still greater bargaining power. Perhaps, 
too, though no single source of supply of 
a necessary factor has been able to hold 
back progress, the cumulative effect of all 
factors may have been to discourage 
builders from upsetting the status quo. A 
builder might be willing to battle a labour 
union or a code authority to adopt an 
innovation, but would shrink from arous- 
ing the combined opposition of all his 
suppliers, including labour, materials, 
codes, and financing institutions. If he is 
making adequate profits, he would pro- 
bably lack the necessary drive to attempt 
any such total innovations. 

In opposition to this idea of .house- 
building’s difficulties arising because of 
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too much monopoly on the supply side, 
the problem may be one of too much 
fragmentation leading to the same lack of 
progress noticed for builders. Since no 
one supplier furnishes a preponderant 
amount of the total product, none is 
moved to look far beyond his own im- 
mediate interest, and thus no impetus to- 
ward improving the over-all performance 
comes from this source, Technical re- 
search among the supplying industries, as 
well as among the housebuilders them- 
selves, may be lagging. .In lumber, for 
example, almost the only research has 
been conducted by the government. In 
codes, where the government has the 
main responsibility, the lack of know- 
ledge is almost complete. Only recently 
has the rate of development of construc- 
tion machinery’ accelerated. Other 
material industries show similar lacks. 
If, however, dépth were increased and 
the entire process from raw material to 
finished house were controlled by a single 
firm large enough to integrate all parts of 
the production process, any disadvantages 
due to either too much monopoly or too 
little cohesion in the factors of supply 
night be offset. In theory, such a firm 
could be run by a management capable 
of planning the entire process in the most 
efficient way, and it could succeed in 
combining and streamlining the many 
diversified actions now taking place. Al- 
though belief in this type of advantage 
has been advanced by many, in the actual 
development of the industry to date, no 
concrete advantages of this type have 
appeared. The theoretical benefits of 
better management and stepped-up re- 
search and development programmes 
have yet to be: seen in practice. Nor has 
integration proved to be more efficient. 
In contrast with these illusory advant- 
ages, the greater risks and higher market- 
ing costs attendant on increased scale are 
clear and ever-present. i 
Experience alone can prove or disprove 
the arguments of those who propound 
the necessity and possibility of revolu- 
tionising the industry to achieve greater 
efficiency. It is impossible to combat an 
assertion of what might be that is not 
based on existing facts. Time may bring 
about radical changes; the fact that it 
has not as yet done so cannot prove or 
disprove the possibilities for the future. 


OPPORTUNITY FOR INCREASED 
EFFICIENCY 


In view of the facts that, with current 
housebuilding procedures, further in- 
creases in scale carry with them as many 
drawbacks as advantages, the main 
opportunity for imcreased efficiency 
would seem to lie in more rapid technical 
progress with the existing organisation. 
Here, the lack of faster progress may well 
reflect the state of the product and the 
market structure of the industry. The 
materials used by the industry have de- 
veloped over a long period of time and 
are efficient. The fact that they are pro- 
duced and consumed primarily in com- 
petitive industries may, however, be 
hampering faster development. 

The history of attempts,at innovation 
in housebuilding in recent periods is ex- 
tremely interesting. Attempts have been 
made to develop modern production 
methods, some of them backed by the re- 
sources of the country’s largest firms. 
They have failed, primarily because other 
materials, more suitable for mass produc- 
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tion, have difficulty competing on a price 
basis with wood. Increased production 
efficiency has not been able to offset in- 
creased material and overhead costs. This 
has been the experience both in England 
and in the United States. 

On the other hand, where funds have 
been available in the supplying industries, 
important improvements have been made. 
In some of the specific parts of the 
house—for example, in interior walls, 
window casements, and certain types of 
flooring—new products have been. de- 
veloped. Individual firms supplying these 
products had a sufficiently protected posi- 
tion to recoup their costs of innovation. 
In parts of the house constructed from 
materials produced by the less oligopo- 
listic industries, improvements have, on 
the whole, resulted primarily from 
governmental research. 

The type of results that have been ob- 
tained to date may well indicate’ what 
progress to expect in the immediate 
future, given the structure of the house- 
building industry and of the lumber in- 
dustry, its chief source of material. In- 
dividual firms, limited in their scope, can 
continue to perfect their own individual 
skills, particularly in the production pro- 
cess and in design. Their suppliers can 
continue to improve their products and 
to develop new machinery. But work on 
major innovations in the over-all struc- 
ture of the industry is beyond the scope 
of individual firms and may well depend 
on the organisation of some kind of co- 
Operative efforts among housebuilders 
and on government leadership. 

In fact, the encouragement of some 
type of joint research is probably a much 
more logical basis for bringing about 
growth in efficiency than is promoting 
expansion in the size of firms. The latter 
means is fraught with uncertainties, in- 
volving as it would the replacement of 
the present known advantages of easy 
entry and free competition by monopoly. 
It is an indirect route, which might lead 
to greater inefficiencies in other spheres 
than would be justified by the results of 
the research it might make possible. 

On the whole, the organisation of the 
housebuilding industry and the institu- 
tional setting in which it operates do not 
appear to be conducive to rapid change. 
Some of the very factors that make for 
ease of entry militate against further 
dynamic behaviour, and some of the de- 
velopments that make for safety of enter- 
prise (e.g., spreading risk by trade specia- 
lisation) also make for limitation of enter- 
prise. The industry has not reacted 
readily to suggestions for change, perhaps 
in part because many of the changes ad- 
vocated have been put so broadly that 
industry members cannot evaluate their 
worth. The ideas for a completely re- 
organised and different industry probably 
fall in this category of not being feasible, 
even though they cannot be ruled out 
completely. There are too many lessons 
from other fields to allow anyone to scoff 
at those who believe they have found new 
solutions of the building process. Granted 
the possiblity of rapid change, those who 
believe in it must still explain why it has 
not occurred, and it does not appear that 
they have suceeded in making such an ex- 
planation. There is no indication that the 
persistence of existing methods is not 
simply a victory of the most efficient 
means of a competitive market. 


(To be continued.) 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY 
STATISTICS 


Ministry's Estimate of Output in 
1953 and 1954 


TTHE following figures showing the work 
done by the building and civil engineer- 

ing industries have been made available by 

the Ministry of Works: 

(1) Work for Public Authorities. 

Total output in 1953 (including repair and 
maintenance) was £1,741m., of which 60 
per cent, was for the public sector (i.e., in- 
cluding work for Government departments, 
local authorities, nationalised ‘industries. 
canal, river, dock and harbour boards, hos- 
pital boards, etc.). 


(2) Division of Work Done. 


1953 
£million % 
New housing work ... dea” ee 30 
New factory building ce. 7 
Other new work a <=. oe 39 
Repair and maintenance work 677 39 
1,74) 100 


The value of work done on new factory 
building in the first half of 1954 was £65m. 
It is expected that work done during the 
whole of 1954 will be 20 per cent. above 
that done in 1953. 

(3) Gross fixed capital formation in 1953 
was £2,300m., of which new building was 
£1,100m. or 48 per cent., and the rest, 
vehicles, plant and machinery. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE INDUSTRY 


The following table shows the types and 
percentages of firms that go to make up 
the industry: 

FIRMS EMPLOYED IN BUILDING AND CIVIL 


ENGINEERING WORK (INCLUDING FIRMS 
WITH NO OPERATIVES) 





° | 
Hundreds | Per cent. 














Trade of Firm 

General builders... ose ai 596 50 
Painting contractors as Pas 187 16 
Plumbing contractors es pe 117 } 10 
Joinery and carpentry firms aan 90 | 8 
Electrical contractors sae ad 3 | 6 
Plastering contractors ae iis 34 >} 
Building and civil engineering con- : 7 

tractors ahs eae pl 23 
Roofing contractors waa one 21 
Civil engineering contractors Pes 13 
Heating and ventilating engineers 9 
Glazing contractors * aa 7 
Constructional engineers .. 7 
Floor contractors ... 4 > 10 
Demolition contractors aa 3 
Asphalt and tar spraying contrac- 

tors ae ae on see 3 
Shop fitters ... ae on 2 
Reinforced concrete specialists 2 
Plant hiring contractors 2 
Scaffolding specialists 0.3 
Not classified le 7 J 

1,200 100 








The following forms are sent out by the 
Ministry to collect the information given 
above: 

(i) Monthly (B.C.E./S.R.88), sent to a 
sample of firms eight times a year. 

(ii) Quarterly (B.C.E./S.R.86), sent to a 
sample of firms three times a year. 

(iii) Census (B.C.E.3/A.R.4), sent to all 
firms once a year. 

(iv) C.P.S.23 sent each month for dura- 
tion of jobs for licensed and authorised 
work above exemption limits. 

Returns when control has been abolished 
will be:— ~ 

(i) Monthly, sent eight times a year (as 
in (i) above). ' 

(ii).Quarterly (B.C.E./I.S.R.89). 


G 
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_ Fig. 1.—The south-east corner of the chemical factory when work was in progress, 
showing the finished surface on the left. 


RENOVATIONS TO DETERIORATED REINFORCED 
CONCRETE STRUCTURES 


Two Merseyside Examples 
By W. E. I. Armstrong, TD, MEng, AMICE, AMIMech.E 


W HEN reinforcing bars in concrete 

rust, their diameter increases and 
the concrete cover is in time spalled off. 
This action facilitates further deteriora- 
tion and unless preventive action is taken 
the structure will become unusable and 
dangerous. 


This article describes the preventive 
action and restoration work which has 
just been completed on two reinforced 
concrete structures on Merseyside which 
had begun to deteriorate badly, namely: 
the restoration of an engine shed interior 
and the renovation of the outside (Fig. 1) 


(with some interior work) of a chemical 
factory. In both cases the “ Aerocem” 
method of concrete spraying was used. 


THE STRUCTURES 


The ‘engine shed, at Walton-on-the-Hill 
Motive Power Depot of British Railways 
(LM Region), was constructed about 30 
years ago. It was 241 ft. long, 101 ft. 
wide, 25 ft. high and extended over six 
lines. Deterioration had taken place to 
the undersides of the beams and slabs 
(Figs. 2 and 3) due to the engine smoke 
getting to the reinforcement through the 
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small tensile cracks in these tension zones. 
Where the concrete was in compression, 
e.g., columns and tops of beams, dete- 
rioration had only occurred where the 
cover had been insufficient. 


The Civil Engineer of British Railways 
(LM Region) decided that one-third of 
the shed should be demolished and the 
remainder renovated. 


The chemical factory was the Brom- 
borough Factory of the Commercial So!- 
vents (Great Britain), Ltd. (one of the 
Distillers Co., Ltd., group of companies). 
It also was constructed about 30 years 
ago and was 578 ft. long, 130 ft. wide and 
80 ft. high. Due to insufficient cover, 
especially to the flat bar type of stirrup 
used, rusting of the reinforcement had 
taken place—no doubt helped by the 
atmosphere of the chemical factory. 


TREATMENT 


The specification for both jobs laid 
down that the deteriorated concrete be 
hacked away and the exposed reinforce- 
ment be wire brushed to remove loose 
scale. The plan was then to build up to 
the original surface and add a half-inch 
overall cladding with a sprayed light- 
weight concrete. 


To present a suitable surface for the 
bonding on of this new concrete, the 
existing surface had first to be cleaned. 
Then, as a further aid to bond, it was 
specified that the first coat to be sprayed 
on contained a polyvinyl acetate emulsion. 
Mix proportions were either 1:2 or 1:3 
cement/sand. Water and a foaming agent 
were added. 


METHOD OF WORK 


Moveable trestle scaffolding was used 
at the Walton-on-the-Hill engine shed con- 
sisting of eight moveable towers together 
covering a horizontal area of 30 ft. by 
60 ft. At the Commercial Solvents 
Factory the scaffolding was moved con- 
tinuously around the building covering 
a sixth of the circumference to the full 
height at any particular time. Both: types 
worked extremely well in their particular 
cases. Cradles were tried for part of the 
work at the Commercial Solvents Factory, 
but were not found to be very efficient 
due to the number of moves up, down 
and sideways which were necessary. 

For the cleaning at the Commercial 
Solvents Factory, high-pressure water jets 





Fig. 2.—A section of the roof at Walton-on-the-Hill 
after cleaning. 


Fig. 3.—The same section of the roof after spraying with 


concrete. 
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Wires and shuttering have been set up, and the carefully 
mixed concrete cast. How quickly does it gain strength ? 
When making pre-stressed and pre-cast concrete of high 
quality, you cannot work by rule-of-thumb. Continuous 
control must be kept by laboratory test of samples. Skilled 
care at this stage makes sure of the uniform strength and 
fine finish of CDC products. 
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and wire brushing worked well. At the 
engine sheds, however, the under surface 
of all the concrete had been limewashed 
and wire brushing left an unsuitable 
polished surface. Scaling and bush ham- 
mers had therefore to be used on all areas 
which were still sound. 


Where a wire mesh had to be fixed, and 
this was only on the interior beams at 
the Commercial Solvents Factory and, at 
the Walton-on-the-Hill engine shed, under 
the soffits of beams where large amounts 
of infilling were required, the mesh was 
fixed easily and successfully with Rawl- 
plugs, using a hammer drill to make the 
holes. 

The apparatus used for spraying con- 
sisted of the usual Aerocem equipment, 
i.e., a high-speed mixer, Aerocem pressure 
pots into which the mix was transferred 
for transmission under pressure through 
pipes to the guns, the guns and a com- 
pressor. The compressor provided air for 
two purposes: for forcing the material 
from the pot into the pipes and so to the 
guns; secondly, for spreading the material 
coming out of the gun into a suitable 
spray for application to the structure. 


The foaming of the walter with the 
foaming agent was carried out in the 
mixer before the addition to the remain- 
ing materials. A fine textured foam had 
to be obtained consisting of a large num- 
ber of minutely small unconnected 
bubbles. These small bubbles, when 
evenly dispersed throughout the mix, be- 
sides improving the weatherproofing of 
the cladding, made the concrete more 
workable, high structural strength not 
being required. 

It was found advantageous to have the 


pressure pots as high up as possible and 
the material for spraying was taken up 


~ 
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in containers to this level. 

The rate of spraying depended on the 
particular surface being sprayed and on 
the finish and thickness required. In the 
two cases under consideration, the maxi- 
mum rate was | cu. ft. of material per 
8 mins. gun spraying time. It was found 
that the pot pressures required to give 
this rate depended on the length and dia- 
meter of connecting hose, the height of 
the pot relative to the gun, and, to a less 
extent, in the size of the gun—especially 
with long pipe lengths. As an example, 
increasing the length of pipe from 15 ft. 
to 100 ft., when spraying at the above 
maximum rate with the main mix used 
at the Commercial Solvents Factory, re- 
quired an increase in pot pressure of from 
20 to 70 Ib. per sq. in. (delivery pipe 
straight and horizontal). Variations in 
mix viscosity varied the pressure required 
and bends increased the flow resistance 
and necessitated greater pot pressures for 
the same flow. Satisfactory curing was 
regarded as most important. 


AREAS COVERED 


The net area covered at the Walton-on- 
the-Hill engine shed was 30,716 sq. ft. 
and the treatment took ten months with 
a period in the middle for the demolition. 

At the Commercial Solvents Factory 
the net area covered was 85,313 sq. ft. 
and the treatment took 12 months and 
included the provision of a coping, the 
asphalting of several roofs and other 
general Civil Engineering work. In addi- 
tion, a limited amount of work was car- 
ried out inside to renovate seriously de- 
teriorated beams and slabs. Figs. 4 and S 
show, respectively, a section of the build- 
ing before and after renovation. The 
retention of the decorative effect is to be 
noted. 
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CONCLUSION 


Though these reinforced concrete 
Structures, required renovations after a 
period of about 30 years, it should not 
be concluded that this is the limit of the 
first unrenovated life of a reinforced con- 
crete building. In both cases, atmospheric 
gases had been at work gaining access to 
the reinforcement either because the rein- 
forcement was too near the surface 
(generally about 4 in. cover) or because 
of the small tensile cracks which formed 
in the tension zones of the structure. Good 
workmanship can prevent the former and 
the sealing of the undersides of beams 
and slabs can be implemented where re- 
quired either by prestressing, by spraying 
with a lightweight concrete or by other 
methods. 


Nevertheless, when deterioration starts, 
early treatment such as that described is 
essential if more considerable expense 
at a later date is to be avoided. 


Acknowledgment for - permission to 
publish this article is made to the British 
Transport Commission and the Civil 
Engineer of the LM Region of British 
Railways (who supervised the work at the 
Walton-on-the-Hill Motive Power Depot 
engine sheds); the Board of Commercial 
Solvents (Gt. Britain), Ltd., and the Chief 
Civil Engineer of the Distillers’ Company, 
Ltd. (who supervised the work at the 
Commercial Solvents Factory); and the 
board of directors of Messrs. Mears Bros. 
(Contractors), Ltd., who were the main 
contractors on both projects. Scaffolding 
(Gt. Britain), Ltd., were the scaffolding 
sub-contractors and Messrs. Mears Bros. 
(Contractors), Ltd., also being Aerocem 
licensees, carried out all the concrete 
spraying on both jobs. 





Fig. 4.—A typical example of the deterioration which had 
taken place at the chemical factory. : 


Fig. 5.—The after-study of the section shown in Fig. 4. 
The retention of the decorative effect is to be noted. 
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LMBA 

Council Addressed by IoB President 

ME. Leslie Wallace, the new president of 
the Institute of Builders, was the 

guest of the LMBA at a luncheon last week 

before the October meeting of the Council. 


Mr. R. S. Williams, president of the LMBA, 
presided. 


Speaking afterwards at the Council 
meeting, Mr. WALLIs said that in its early 
days the Institute was concerned with the 
creation of sound building laws, efficient 
building technique, uniform conditions of 
tender, fair terms of contract and rational 
conditions for the management of building 
production. Those matters were now dealt 
with largely by such bodies as the LMBA 
and the National Federation. And so the 
Institute’s main work to-day was education. 

About 70 years ago, said Mr. Wallis, the 
Institute became an Incorporated Society, 
thus declaring its professional intent. The 
Institute had always remained in the tradi- 
tion of the general builder, by whom it 
was controlled, but it expected these men to 
be well qualified. “We cannot assert a 





Mr. Leslie Wallis. 


status or demand its recognition unless and 
until we and our key men possess the quali- 
fications of competence we claim and our 
status has public recognition,” he declared. 

“Like all bodies which insist on main- 
taining their standard, our growth has been 
slow. We are a small body, but have 
achieved a percentage of examined mem- 
bership never matched even by the RIBA 
before compulsory registration. A _ fully 
examined membership is our aim, and I am 
very keen to see ‘ special case’ membership 
come to an end. 

“The Institute did not invent general 
building courses,” he continued, “but we 
have played a very important part in de- 
veloping them. Hundreds of schools and 
thousands of students have benefited by the 
influence of the Institute. We, of course, 
recognise the specialist, but we know we 
are on firm ground in insisting on a good 
general education before specialisation 
starts; in other words, the true development 
of the boy is a primary consideration. It 
was undoubtedly due in some measure to 
our policy of good general education that 
the Institute’s final examination and mem- 
bership was accorded graduate status, which 
is no mean achievement. Now we wish to 


have a still closer link with schools by 
means of our registration and exemption 
This is’ based on a system of 


scheme. 
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recognised courses and on good standards 
of general education, from which youths 
may register with the Institute as students 
and then probationers. We shall succeed 
in this provided we are backed by the 
senior membership of the Institute, that 
there is local understanding of our aims 
and support for them in the schools, by 
advisory committees and by ourselves giving 
guidance to our sons and junior employees.” 


After outlining in detail the Institute’s 
methods of handling its examinations and 
the different classes of candidates for which 
it caters, Mr. Wallis said: “It has been 
said that we builders are trying to establish 
that building is a profession. I have never 
had that idea, for, strictly speaking, there 
are only three professions. But the know- 
ledge and type of knowledge required by 
a modern master builder or builder’s man- 
ager is quite as professional in character 
as that required by an architect or a sur: 
veyor. And I say this, that a builder whe 
is an FIOB is the equal of the architect 
who is an FRIBA, and should be regarded 
as such, and so on down the scale.” 

After his address Mr. Wallis answered 
questions for the best part of an hour. 
At the end he received a cordial vote of 
thanks on the motion of Mr. L. J. Holloway 
and Mr, A, W. Yeomans, 


MOW WINTER LECTURES 


Programme for November 


ECTURES to be given during November 

in the Ministry of Works winter season 

of discussion-lectures on subjects of in- 

terest to the building industry are as 
follows :— 

November ae Maintenance of Builders’ Mechani- 
cal Plant,’’ by H. E. Hodgson. The Technical College, 
Tonbridge- road, Maidstone. 7.15 p.m: 

November * Today’s Timbers and Treir Uses.’ 
by D. H. Carstairs. The Memorial Hall, el 
Street, Aberdare. 7 p.m. 

November 3.—The above lecture will also be given 
at the Central YMCA, Commercial-road, Newport. 


p.m. 
November 3.—‘‘ Seasoning and Preservation of 
Timber,’’ by E. H. Nevard, BSc. The Technical Col- 


lege, Cathedral-street, Lincoln. 7.15 p.m 

November 3.—‘* Were Are We Going? ”’ by J. H. 
Napper, MA, FRIBA, etc. The Chemistry Lecture 
Theatre, King’s College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 7 p.m. 

November 3.—* Dry Rot—Its Prevention and 
Cure,’ by B. W. Eades, Dip. Tim. Tech. The Col- 
i oe of Further Education, New-road, Bromsgrove. 

AA eee 3.— ‘‘ Dry Finished House Interiors.’’ 
by H. G. Cooper. The Technical College, St. Mary’s- 
Street, Soutkampton. 7 p.m, 

November 3.—‘* Some Developments in Joinery,’’ 
by J. Whitaker, FBICC. The Technical College, 
Church-street, Barnsley. 7.15 p.m. 

November 4.—‘‘ Small Heating and. Ventilating In- 
stallations,”” by A.M. Palmer. BSc, AIMechE. etc. The 
Technical College (Dept. of Building), 159, Tadcaster- 
road, York. 7.15 p.m. 

November 4.——"* Today’s Timbers and Their Uses,’ 
by D. H. Carstairs. The Shelley Hall, YMCA, nae 
pridd. 7 p.m 

November 4.—‘* Concrete Placing and Formwork,”’ 
by N. M. Brydon, MBE. BSc. MICE. New Lecture 


Room, Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen. 
_ November 5.—‘* Alternative Forms of Construc- 
tion,” by A. E. Hewitt, AMIStructE, etc. Bransty 


School, Whitehaven. p.m. 

November 5.—*‘ Co-operation in Building—Where 
Do We Fail? ’’ by R. W. Porter. FCIS, ASAA. The 
Technical College, Roe Green, Hatfield. 7.30 p.m. 

November 9.—‘ Introduction to Programming and 

rogressing for Builders,’’ by A. E. Chittenden, DFC, 
BSc, AMICE. The Technical College, Stoke Park, 
Guildford. 7 p.m. 

November 9.—‘‘ The Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings,’’ by W. S. Brydon. anee Hall, Abington- 
Street, Siethameton. 7.15 p 

November 9.—* Soil Siechnaies in the —_— 
Industry (Construction of Foundations).’”’ by M. W. 
Leonard, BSc (Eng), AMICE. The ee of Tech- 
nology. Anglesea-road, Portsmouth. 

November 9.—‘‘ Housing Problems and ‘the Archi- 
tect.’’ by F.. Hedley, ARIBA. The Technical College, 
Nortkegate. Darlington. 7 p.m. 

November 9.—‘* Some Developments in Joinery 
by J. Whitaker. FBICC. The Technical College, Beil. 
street. Wakefield. 7.15 p.m. 

November 10.—‘‘ Small Heating and Ventilating In- 
Stallations,’’ by W. Herrington, AMIMechE, 
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AMIHVE. Bognor Technical Institute, Southway, 
Bognor Regis. 7 p.m. 
November 10.—** “wr og in Buildings,’ by 


H. M. Llewellyn, BSc, ARIC. Burnett’s Restaurant, 
Academy-street, Inverness. 7.15 p.m. 

November 10.— ‘* Powered Hand Tools,’’ by A. F. 
Coare, ABICC. The College of Further Education, 
New Town-road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m 

November 11.—** Legal Obligations of Building Con- 
tractors,’ by John J. Clarke, MA, FSS, LMTPI. 
College of Technology (Dept. of Building), Salmon 
Pastures, Warren-street, Sheffield. 7.15 p.m 

November 12.—‘* Problems of Plastering,”’ by W. H. 
Ransom. The South-East London Technical College, 
Worsley Bridge-rd, SE26. 7 p.m. 

November 15.— ‘* Lightweight Concrete,’’ by W. 
Kinniburgh, FRIC. Tre Crown and Anchor Hotel, 
Westgate-street, Ipswich. 7 p.m. 

November 16.—‘* Some Factors Influencing the 
Performance of Woodworking Macfinery,’”’ by P. 
Harris, BSc, AMIMechE. The Liberal Club, 26, 
Broad-street, Reading. 7 p.m. 

November 16.—‘* Some Building Methods in USA,’’ 
by W. Ray Turner, BSc (Est. Man.), etc. Schofield 
Technical College, Park-road, Mexborough. 7.15 p. m, 

November —_ * Essentials of Good Concreting,”’ 
by E. E. H. Bate, CBE, MC, BSc, AMICE. The Tech- 
nical College, + peer 7.15 p.m wile 

November 17.—‘‘ Scottish Model Building Bye- 
Laws,” by R. A Simons, Dean of Guild Court-room, 
City- NE Snel Edinburgh. 7.15 p.m. 

November 17.—‘‘ Sewage Treatment,’ > by R. A. 
Parker, AMICE, AMIWE, MISE. The Marine and 
Tecknical College, South Shields. 7 p.m, 

November 17.—‘‘ The Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings,’’ by F. King. The Gas Showrooms, Osborne- 
street, Grimsby. 

November 17,—‘‘ Introduction to a Costing for 
Builders,’’ by A. E. Chittenden, DFC, AMICE. 
The Technical College, Stoke Park, Guildford. —7 p.m. 

November 17.— ** Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by 
F. N. Shimmin, BSc. (Eng), AMICE, etc. The Co- 
operative Society’s Hall, Seaview-road, Colwyn Bay. 


Fnedter 18.—The above lecture will also be held 
at Cambrian Hall, County Offices,. Aberystwyth. 


7 p.m. 

Oe 18.—‘‘ Sewage Treatment,’’ by R. A. 
Parker, AMICE, AMIWE, MISE. Kirby Secondary 
Grammar School, Middlesbrough. 7 p.m 

November 18. __** Prestressed Concrete,’ by F. 
Walley, MSc, AMICE. The Mnicsl College, 
Burniey. 7.15 p.m. 

November 18.—‘* Sewage Treatment,’’ by R. T. 
Gillet, BSc, AMICE, etc. The Hammersmith Scrool 
of Building, Lime-grove, W12. 7.15 p 

November 19.—** The eles Bs a Building 
Contracts,’ by N. S. Pippard. The Technical College, 
Roe Green, Hatfield. 7.30 p.m 

November 22.—** Latest Techniques for Electrical 


Installations in Small Buildings,’’ by C. E. Bedford, 
BSc (Eng.), AMIMechE, AMIEE. The Technical 
College, Manor Croft, Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 


November 22.—*‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’ 
by R. T. Gillet, BSc., AMICE, etc.. The City 
College, Norwich. 7.30 p.m. 

November 23.—‘‘ Alternative Forms of Construc-- 
tion,’’ by A. E. Hewitt, AMIStructE, etc. The Tech- 
nical Colmes, Great Horton-road, Bradford, : B 15 p.m. 

November —‘‘ Modern _ Brickmaking,’’ by 
T. G. W. Boxall. The College or Technology, 
Howard-street, Rotherham. 7.15 p.m 

November 23.—* Bricks and Brickwork, ”” by Lock- 
tart W. Hutson, OBE, FRIBA, PP/RIAS. _ Drum- 
mond’s Restaurant, 204, High-street, Kirkcaldy, 
7.15 p.m. 

November 23.—‘‘ Structural Uses of Timber,’’ by 
A. Riscoe-Hudson, ARIBA, The Oxford and Dis- 
trict Gas Undertaking, Therm House, St. Aldates, 
Oxford. 7 p.m 

November 23,—"* by R. J. 

School- 
7AS 


Steffens, BSc (Eng). 
street, Wisemore, Walsall. p.m 

November 23.—‘‘ The ——e (Safety, Health 
and Welfare) Regulations, 1948 ’’ by an cer of the 
Inspectorate of — Dept. Ministry of Lab. and 
Nat. Service. The Technical College, Chesterfield- 
road South, Mansfield. 7,15 p.m. 

op Ngrember 25.— Some Building Methods in USA,” 

W. Ray Turner, BSc (Est. Man.), etc. The ao 

Be College, Hopwood-lane, Halifax. 7.15 p 

November 25.—‘‘ Problems of Plastering ond hee 


Vibration in Buildings,’’ 
The Technical College, 


dering,’”’ by E. L. Westbrook. The Public Library, 
Scarborough. 7 p.m. : : 
November 25.—‘*‘ Dampness in Buildings,’’ by 


H. M. Llewellyn, BSc, ARIC. Hamilton’s Restaurant, 
83/85, Graham-street, Airdrie. 7,15 p.m. 

November 26.—‘‘ Colour in Industry,”’ b 
son, FRSA. em Technical College, 
NWI10. 7.15 p 

November 28. me Good Practice in Domestic Drain- 
age,”’ by F. J. Crabb, BEng, MICE, SanI. The 
—. of Building, Erith-road, Belvedere, Erith, Kent. 


R. F. Wil- 
nzil-road, 


.30 p.m. 

November 30.—‘‘ Some Aspects of the Building Con- 
tract,”’ by Norman P. Greig. BA, Barrister-at-Law, 
FIArb, etc. The Ministry of Works Building, Ashley- 
street, Birmingham, 5. 7.15 p.m. 

November 30.—‘ Prestressed Concrete,’’ by J. S. 
Arlett. The Technical College, St. George Gate, 
Doncaster. 7.15 p.m. 


November 30.—‘‘ Where Are We Going? ”’ by J. H. 


Napper, MA, FRIBA, etc. The Technical College, 
Sunderland. 7 p.m. 
November 30.—‘‘ Good Practice in Domestic Drain- 


age,’ by F. J. Crabb, BEng, MICE, FRSanI. The 
Municipal College we. of Building), Stelley Park, 
Boscombe. 7 p.m 
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Profit Multiplied when Plasticised 
THIS > $4 VE¢ 
= ~~ THIS 


(COSTING 5/-) 















FEBMIX ADMIX [ieee 


MASONRY MORTAR 


Do you use a 3 to I mortar for external renderings or for brickwork ? 


IF SO, YOU ARE WASTING MONEY—UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
IF YOU MAKE IT WEAKER IT BECOMES TOO HARSH TO WORK, BUT 
WITH_FEBMIX ADMIX INCORPORATED YOU CAN SAFELY CHANGE THE 
MIX TO 6 TO 1. BY MAKING THIS CHANGE, EACH HALF PINT OF 
FEBMIX ADMIX WILL SAVE ONE CWT. OF CEMENT. 


, 


You spend 5d. and get back 5/-—and you get a “ fatter’ 
mortar — a __rainproof + mortar—and a_ crack-free mortar. 


@ It costs you money not to use it @ 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER, 21 Phone: Choriton 1063 
102, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, LONDON, W.8 Phone: Western 0444 


Write 
for Brochure 
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How were they built ? 


It’s always been a bit of a puzzle and we 
can only guess how long it took or how 
much it cost to build the Pyramids. But 
the Egyptians used slave labour anyway, 
so it doesn’t really count. Today you have 
to pay all along the line: labour, time, 
materials and everything, so any ideas on 
saving are very welcome. When it comes 
to scaffolding there’s a very simple way 
to cut costs and that’s by using the 
fabricated NO-BOLT Double Coupler. 
It’s strong and makes the safest, most 
secure method of joining scaffolding tubes 
yet thought of. And you don’t need to be 
a Nubian slave to fix it, nor do you need 
spanners, nuts or bolts; a mere tap with a 
hammer is all that’s required. Releasing 
it is just as easy. It’s fastened by nothing 
more complicated 
than a wedge—an 


FABRICATED idea that’s aS old as 

the Nile, in a setting 

NO-BOLT as modern as 
tomorrow. 





DOUBLE COUPLER 
TYPE rae 
S:F-W : 


Supplied also with 


CAPTIVE WEDGES 


which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery _ex- 
stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 





Demonstrations arranged 
to prove that with the 
NO-BOLT system any 
form of scaffolding can 
be erected at less cost. 
Five times the work for 
the same labour cost— 
an 80% saving—is typical 


BBE 





BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Tel. : Sandy 104 
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NOWAY TSN 


HEAVY DUTY 
BITUMINOUS COATING 


PROTECTS /RON AND STEEL 
AGAINST EXTREME CORROSIVE 


CONOITIONS 





‘ 


IBETOL (X) has largely out-dated 
contemporary protective coatings, 
giving a greater degree of rust pre- 
vention and resistance to moisture, acid 
fumes, salt water, salt-laden atmos- 
phere and a large number of acids. 
Applied by brush or spraying, it can be 
used on damp or dry surfaces. 

Steel and iron must receive due pre- 
paration by removing rust or loose scale. 
Increased protection can be obtained 
by successive coats building up the 
thickness. 


$e IBETOL (X) is ap- 


10 sq. yd§. per gal 
to give an effective 
waterproof dressing, 
or can be brushed out 
to 30 sq. yds. depen- 
dent on the nature of 
the surface. 


+ 


IBETOL (X) knits 
itself to the metal 
surface sealing the 
metal against damp. 


IBETOL (X) is thixotropic and appears IBETOL (X) when 
dry does not become 


too stiff and heavy for application but Battie Gad dbew’ nor 
becomes a smooth heavy fluid upon chip. 

stirring. Applied, it reverts to its 

original stiffness preventing flow, sag ; 

a js applied one coat on 
or curtaining, ensuring a uniform tough the other to build up 
and elastie film—it is not affected by any thickness 
widely varying temperatures or high. required. 
humidity. For specifications 
apply direct. 


+ 


IBETOL (X) can be 


> 








¥& coLours: 
RED & BLACK. 
Supplied in 1}, 5, 
10 and 30 gin. 
cans and drums, 






IRON AND STEEL SE 
AND CONFIDENCE 


British Bitumen Emulsions Ltd 


Dundee Road, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 
Deeside, Saltney, nr. Chester 
20 Maukinfauld Road, Glasgow, E2. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


“THE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
cifcumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand 
Washed Sand . 
Zin. Shingle... we oe es <a ree 
2? in. Broken Brick... ae ‘es eae <s re 
Pan Breeze oh vex a 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ; 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site cad ... per ton 
1 to 6 tons, site Pe ‘a 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site ; ; re 
lto6ton~ do. site ... ” 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots eas ye 618 0O 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement be. gio PP 2 FF 
Under | ton per cwt. 15 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof ), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


n 


COC SOWR Ww: 


per yd. 


pt et bet tee HD 


_ 
WAWOMCORm 


Un nS 
> WN 
AN AN 


bo 


per ton 6 9 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up . ba 1409 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London Ys ‘ss é2 3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks re ea ine z per 1,000 11°7 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... eae us ad a 3 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... sé 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District Commons 513 0 
Cellular GQ. sss Bad ae xe ae ee 513 0 
Keyed Gee. Sse a See xe tae me § 15-0 
Rustics ve or eee a a wee ‘a 618 O 
Cellular Rustics a ae an ar ¥ 618 0O 
Single Bullnose do. ~~... oie ag i r 6 13 0 
Sandfaced ... a wu 73 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — aa a 24 19 6 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) ea a ‘i 25°13. -6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . si see ¥e 22 11 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ua i ” 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) tee ee Le 9 1 6 
2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks Canim 
Stations) ‘ daa “ 24 6 0 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) me 2a 3 3 
2§ in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) a 13 19 6 
a = Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London oh ciate 
es) ” 
a “ tent made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) ‘i mu 72° @ 
2¢ in. Hand- made Sandface. Multi- -Colour Facings 
(London Sites) ‘ss 1470 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) oa 412.3 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour “Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) . a 175 G 











| 





£ .% s@, 
Rubber Bricks for ganged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 10 0 
- 2$in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) bs ‘ 13 6 O 
2%in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock Facings 
(London Sites) i ao 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers * 64 0 0 
Headers. ‘ oe dua ns 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats as eas a 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... i es “ee os 85 0 0 
Double Headers aaa eat aie «d Ee 77 10 O 
One side and two ends = aa ne ‘si 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend .... vs ee ee z 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints i a 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLiow Cray PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. 140 yds. cata ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
24 in. 140 yds. pee aia pa 4 6 
Sit - = 120 yds. we a ‘~ 5 2 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. oe ai <a 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. 100 yds. tees “ig Bs 209 
24 in. 85 yds. es $8 os 4 2 
3 in. aa aa 75 yds. ea éac a 5 90 
4 in. eh ma 55 yds. ea ee -s 6 2 
CRANHAM 


—_ 
-—OaonO 
~~) & OO 


an in. Load bearing quality Ss ae ee ne a 
FLoor BLocKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. wee 12 in. aeaatinni in full 


lorry-loads ... per 1,000 3211 0 
4 in. Gh xe es ne wai wae ase es 34 18 O 
5 in. ae aa ee ad ais a ve 41 11 0 
6 in. Ge di o ‘wa “ee = aaa a 46 16 0 
7 in. Ge? is wae as ea wae ia va 5618 O 
8 in. Gee << ius pes ee aa nae om 66 14 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons a, 2 tons oe 2 tons 

Best Quality +674% 973% +1073°, 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% $1087 +9749 +10°% +107 % 
Tested Quality 437344674 +374%4974%  +373%4+1073% 
BSS. Tested do. +474°2+673% +47324973%  +471% +1074% 
3 in. Land Drain siaatt o 12 in. lenge 2 A 1 - 10 13 6 
4 in. do. 2° 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park aa see ai . per ft. cube 7 10 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground © = 8 10 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 8 0 


Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region fe eee 8 14 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9in. x. 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, neuen ont 


stooled cills a - perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. X 6 in. do. “do. - aa éd 4:4.6 
12 in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated ... a 115 4 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated ange *” 24 
14 in. X Gin. do. do. ua y oY 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top. and face .. os 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup 6 9 
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and front 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 


TILES and PANTILES 


Lincolnshire district 

Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 10} x 64 nea mapa district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles ° age doz. 
Machine-made Hip ~ — tiles et 
Concrete tiles 10}$ x ae 

do. BE (498) ae 


SLATES 


1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 
22 x 12 
22 x Il 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality 
Carcassing quality 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 
Hardwood— 
Mahoyany—African S.E. is do. 
do. Honduras do. ave do. 
Oak European do. sek do. 
do. Japanese do. mp do. 
do. English Logs sawn do. 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. 


DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 

Delivered London area. 

1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. on 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6in os 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


6in. X 6 ft. 6 in 
2ft.9 in. x 6 ft. je. 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 


in. do. 
in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets 
Roofing Felt, }-ply ens 


do. ply 
Best Scotch Glue A slabs 


do. pearl 
Croid Gine' ... 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) 

do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) 

do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 


fic. Hardboard ~ 


area 
Extra for sizes 

3in. X 14 in. 

3 in. xX 3 in., 4 in. X 3 in, 5 in. % 2b in, 
4in. x jin =e 
ag x 1 in., 24 in. x 7h in. 

om. xX 3m, 22 in. x 7 in. 


14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes 


2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 


2 in. — top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per # in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
- 100 sq. ft. 2 


ee » per yd. sup 


Sa per i cwt. 
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STONE—continued aes 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube | 3 
Do. do. fair one hese for ad sass 
brickwork Sob # ; iL F 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in, Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge _ per ft. run 8 


per ft. cube a2 3 


per ft. sup. . 
peryd.sup 2 13 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 


> 
~~ 
— 


— 
~_ w 
_ 
WOPAC COR WOO 


Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


First- -quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 


Per 


Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


d. 
5 


AADANDOOOCACS 


ACnoCoOAnACoCS 


Ex. Wot per mandeps: £105 to £125 


ne £95 to £100 


6. £106 
per ft. cube 


per yd. 


— 
—OO~nN 
_ 


” 


» 


5 
29 5 
28 Ib. 2 
per ton 6 


NADAUUNADAWSC HSH WNK NY 


et et 


” 2 
per cwt. Z 
2 


6 in. x Sin, 8in. x 5in.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
12 in. xX 6 in. seal cut to ilgiaeaeal delivered London 


per ton 38 7 
™ 3 10 


mW 
coouw 


UAW — & 60 
i te 


acoonce 


asc AS AoOoCo 


Lwooooovanagnn 


coooo o& 





6in. X 3in aa 

9in. x 7in via 

10 in. x 44in 12in. x 
Sin. x 44in 6in. X 
7in. x 4in 8in. Xx 
10in. x Sin 10in. x 
13 in. X Sin 14in. x 
14 in. x 8in 15-in. x 
16in. X 6in 16 in. x 
18 in. x 7 in. 18 in. Xx 
20 in. x 7$ in. Seg F 


Steel angles average price 


Steel tees average price 


Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted 


Compound girders 
Stanchions 


Compound stanchions ous 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins . 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to — ex seeeee 
Stock } in. diam., - a : 


tin. diam. 
Ys in. do. 
gin. do. 
in. do. 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
W.I. Fittings 


+ + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 


Galvanised Tube— 
Class A — 
ClassB + 74° 
Class C + 233% 

Black— 

Class A — 22% 
ClassB — 113% 
Class C + i 


Tin. 


9 in. 
12 in. 
14 in. 
15 in. 
18 in. 
20 in. 


October 


“per ton extra 


” 


MILD STEEL TUBES 


Light 

Heavy 
Light + 

Heavy + 1 


29 1954 


th 
a —s 

ANOn 
coo 


wn 

oo 

—_ we 

N o 
DADADR BQ o 


NIN S 
cooon 


List prices and following discounts: 


Malleable Fittings 


11% Malleable List — 35% 


183° 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


3 in. 

34 in. 

4in. 

44 in. ae 
5 in. aoe ise 


3 in. 
34 in. 
4in. 
44 in. 
5 in. 


Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
2 in. tes aes 
24 in. 

3 in. 


34 in. 
4 in. 


2 in. 
24 in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 


“o. 1.0.G. GUTTERS 
: 4/1 


C. I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 


LCC. as SoiL we 


Gutters Nozzles 
3/2 2/9 
3/54 3/- 
4/54 3/5 
4/104 3/9 
5/54 4/2 

3/8 

ria 3/8 

3/9 

54 4/5 

5/11 5/1 
Pipe Bends 

sk 3/5 

6/9 3/9 

1/7 4/9 

8/7 5/8 
9/114 . 6/11 
5/10 

8/1 6/6 

9/04 aa 

10/13 8/11 
11/63 10/- 


Above prices for omen: rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


4 in. Foe ‘ee 
6 in. ee . 


In oy va 

cwt. qr. lb. per y 
re : 2 24/5 
se eB SA 36/3 


Bends 
16/6 
34/3 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


Pipes 6-ft. lengths “ ding 


Shoes ... 

Single Branches . 

Bends square or obtuse 

Swan Necks 4¢ in. proj. 
do. 6in. do. 


Assestos O.G. 


Gutters 6-ft. ined 
Drop ends 

Stop Ends 

Angles sas 
Nozzles 


Union Clips a 


Gutters 6-ft. wrnauaie 


Drop ends 

Stop ends in 
Angles aS 
Nozzles 


Union Clips ae 


” 
” 
” 


per yd. 
each 


— yd. 2/6 
each 2 


2 in. 2 in. 3 in. 
3/9 4/- 4/10 
2/5 2/8 3/2 
3/9 4/6 5/4 
2/8 2/11 3/9 
2/11 3/9 4/3 
3/2 3/9 4/10 
GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 43 in. 5 in. 
3/7 3/11 4/8 
2/10 3/4 3/10 
/10 /il 1/- 
2/11 3/5 4/1 
2/10 3/4 3/10 
: 1/5 1/8 2/1 
Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 44in. Sin. 
2/11} = 3/04 3/7 
/i 5 2/8 2/1 
/9 /10 /il Ms 
2/5 2/8 2/11 
2/1 2/5 2/8 vit 
1/- 1/2 1/4 


Branches 


/ 
58/9 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 


THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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“have you read 


about me yet?” 


(CD 








Every discerning Architect and Builder throughout 
the British Isles will want to know all about me—that is why they have 
produced a booklet which you can readily obtain 
on application to the address below. In the interests of 
good building you should send for your copy today. 


Finlock Gutters Limited (Dept. S.2.) Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Telephone No. Tunbridge Wells 3396 
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META 


Soft sh 
20 gi 
24 g 
26 gi 

Galvar 


Screwd 
head 
Toilet | 
Screwd 
do. \ 
Double 
Heavy 
Plumbe 
iron 


Caps ai 
Brass s 


Lead P 
screv 
Lead S 
Solder 
Plum 
Tinr 
Blow 
Copper 
and 


din. 
2 in. 
1 in. 
i} in. 
1 in. 
2 in. 
Rolled 
plus 
Sheet Z 
do. 
do. 
Brass tt 
ing € 
LEAD 


Basis se 
or H 


Lead SI 
Lead WV 
Lead S 

( 


Lead G 
Extras | 
5 cwt. ¢ 
3 cwt. 
1 cwt. 
Smaller 
Supplyi 
weigl 
extra 
Allowai 
ton Vv 


PLAS! 
Coarse 
do. 
Sirapite 


oO. 
Blue Li 
Hydrat 
Lump I 
White ] 
Pink K 
Granite 


na 66 G2 6 6s cs 


Gypsun 
Dh. 
delive 
1,200 


1954 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 

a Sa 
Iron—Staffordshire “ae conan ee 40 2 6 
Mild Steel Bars pe 32.17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops és a aoe ia bie 39 5 0 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


&: 6: ¢@ 

Soft sheets C.R. and C. * _ 

20 gauge ad ase <a ids Pe a eee 

24 gauge Sus see waa fox <a das .- 4719 6 

26 gauge axa aus «ae 4°96 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 6 ft. to 9 oft _ 

20 gauge ate ie re aa SE © 

4 gauge a “aa aes on aan ede «a S692 G 

26 gauge as ean ae ee 
Galveniond Flat sheets C. R. and iC. in 

20 gauge eee . ea aa oe (Se 2. G 

24 gauge ri =. ba sea nae Se ae Skee 

26 gauge waa =e aes Sa wi ae wer “See sO 

PLUMBERS’ BrRAss WorK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in ee area. 
All per doz. tin. Zin. lin. Ijin. Hin. 2in. 


Screwdown bib cocks aesaaien 
head for iron 77/- 114/6 

Toilet bib cocks for i iron «- 99/- 142/- 

Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 419/-— 554/6 1234/3 


Double nut boiler screws -» 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
WOR ox lie . 17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
"4h in. 1¢in. 2in. 3in. 34$in. 4in. 
Caps and screws ws .. 29/9 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 137/6 


sas 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
13 x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7lb. 3 x 7b. 
Lead P. trap with nie ena 


Brass sleeves 


Blow pipe 
Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 314d. per Ib. plus gau 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


screws 2 «- 66/- 82/- 132/- 224/- 
Lead S. trap do. 79/- 98/- 161/- 290/- 
Solder s. d 

Plumbers’ _... rhe wah wae eee eos sper Ib. ae, 

Tinmen’s ae an mad pe see ae Pe 42 

4 3 
ge 


Extra 
d. 
4in. xX 19 gauge 12} Total per Ib. 433 
fin. x he as 10} ppigeny 414 
Pome |, sas 9} tga 403 
ltin. x 18 ,, <a 8} ape Og 394 
Igin. x 18 ,, ee 8} ral 39 
2 eek 4, 10} a 41 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price at ae: 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... perton 32615 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 619 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. oS 617 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. a 616 3 
Brass tubes basic _ _ ames 8 and manufactur- 
ing extras... oa, Per id. ? 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


-  s-6@ 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 147 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils... “2 ia 148 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2in. to4in. dia. :.. a 149 15 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. eg ata = “SEES <6 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe <a ee 149 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under | ton per cwt. 7 ae 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. Sas oe ose ae # 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. es a Be 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 2 €& 6 
do. White do. do. a 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ee a t= @ 
do. Fine do. do. ote ps 7 8 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads sea ae ve ie 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ex ae ans as 8 $22 -6 
Lump Lime do. ots se 2 @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ane ea 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads cote os 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 4 ‘5 2 @ 3 
Har - percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 2 2 
1,200 yds. ” 2 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., }in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site ~... - is wea “ ) 
1,200 yds. ... ese ati £ ene ies ¥ 2:4 








THE BUILDER aaa 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper x ae an ese P= 
Gloss Paint... ast ... per gal. 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) “a per cwt. 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


per cwt. 


wCNU Ih 
OMe 
cocoa 


—— 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 1 eal tins per gal. 3.24 6 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 7 8 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg Bs vs es 2 2°Q 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ed .. pertin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ana .. per gal. 10 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. tee ss eS is ll 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... ada a 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... naa “e 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ion ms 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... oa ad a 2°¢ 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) eee see + per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper aaa naa hes .-» per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside sal .. per gal 1 6 
Oak Pale Copal Ge... eas vee es i 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... ... ia ny - 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... Bie aes Ain fl > ee al 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... -_ a sa s y oy eat 
Finest Carriage Varnish ake a 2a nt oa 210 O 
Front Door Varnish ... “rn a sea ia ed 1. «6 
Japan Gold Size ase a? ret waa a 110 0 
Black Japan ... aaa cae = yea ae é i°-3:¢@ 
Brunswick Black ae vas fe re + 100 
Berlin Black 2 es "@ 
Terebene : ; 3 ¢@ 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... aa Ee pe “a 112 0 
French and Brush Polish (do.) Ay) aad ada pe 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. oan 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 54 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 7t 
26 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ore 9} 
32 oz 2 ne * % te 1 
tin. Rolled Plate ae cad cas ‘a: aaa 9 
#s in. and } in. Rough Cas aan 1 0 
in. Figured — Cathedral, Standard ‘patterns: ‘ 
ite pre 
do. Standard Tints ... 1 43 
do. Special Tints ao = rer 4-3 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ‘Reeded, 
Reedlyte and neaintied pre es ie | 
din. Wired Cast . 1 2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B 53 x 52 x 37 in. 29 
P.B. 3 7% x 72 X 3{¢ in 42 
P.B.32 74 X 73 X 3g in. F 42 
es ‘aaaaaacke —_—* to match 7s with— - 
P.B pe 
P.B. r 6 9 
P.B.32 oa es oF 6 9 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ... aa aa ane ee 
ae ‘a ms 5 ft. sup. ... 4 5 
= “ 2 45 ft. sup. 5 ie 
ne se 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one cy or 135 in. 
both ways ... 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto . des ee ae ll 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto a aa 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry. Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per it. super 


Description of Glass quantity s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... sais sad sad iia 3,000 4 
y ae a mes as a ae 2'000 

yt ae el a3 stale p= we 2,000 74 
32 oz. ee - ais waa a 2,000 94 
$ in. Rolled Piate . 1,000 ves 
¢in. Figured Rolled and "Cathedral Standard pa hy 


Patterns, White 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 


Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ee <a 1,000 194 


tN 
3 
— 


}; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough sig 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ite 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast aaa on .- 2,000 
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AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grate. 
ADEFAVO .....0000cccccccerccevee A . ‘ Shoreh 
Aberdare ........ OF Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury BER sicnc “—_ 
Abergavenny “a Craftsmen ... ans aa 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 panonpe tons vA 
fecdagton om Labourers...» .» __3/3k__3/3_ 3/24 3/2 Skigtoa UD. ccncck 
Addlestone A Sleaford U.D. . A2 
Town. Town, Grade. Town. Grade. : 
Aldeburgh . A2 DRORIINS hoococcdesssnsasbosnaces A2 Felixstowe .......... Leavaichens Al Loston jikdonneencasebazentacton A2 botenencversand A 
Burnham-on-Crouch .... ua BAMOR ciccsesnoes : fA 
MUNI, — cunccastsonbunssvaveeae Cen (Devon) .. +,A2 
_o pabertieen C.B. All Macclesfield ...... = 
Bury Si Bdmunds Frinton... Saaanens ~sA 
UXON ...seeseseeee we Frome “s Maltby .escsseees ioe A 
Byfleet s.eseeeseessessseeseenes Gainsborough U.D. : Maldon (Essex) .. ich me 
Calder Valley .... Gateshead ‘ Malvern U.D... er YS | A 
mbridge ..... Gillingham (Kent Manchester . er be 
Cannock U.D... Glossop Manningtree | ne M.B. .. Al 
Canterbury ... od Gloucester Mansfield M.B Stantonwick  ....cccsecesseeeeeAd 
a : A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of th March... A Ss ge ok 
Cardiganshire, County of tA2 Godalming  .......ccsseseeree Margate .........0.+00+ ee MOONE <escsadincecdusoesss A 
eS eee te: A Goole M.B... ~ Market Harborough U.D. Stockton R.D. ... coal 
Carmarthenshire, Caty of tA2 Oe ocak MAryport ...3..sccsccccecsceceees Stockton-on-Tees ..... A 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 Grantham M.B.. A Matlock U.D. eee Stoke-on-Trent C. * ee 
MNCs ncvcssssccssetecents A Gravesend ....... A Melksham ........... +2 Stoke Orchard ............++. Al 
Castleford - Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ............ Stourbridge M.B. sac 
CREAM «55550000550 A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D....... Stourport U.D. ...... ae" 
A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr .........00 cece PCIE oo ccdexicepscnes Al 
ma* Charmy Down ....... A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough . Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
eee Chatham & District . : Al pe aaa ones Al Middleton .....+++++4- Sunderland District 
A2 eadle (Staffs) R.D.. A UISELEY  ....000- vee 1 Sunningdale .................. 
Chelmsford ..........+.. ay Halesowen M.B.. oe Milford Haven ....... Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
U.D...-rereerereee- a nia Rs  * ee —- assbers saa Swaffham 
Seeseanenatabesssescsots a... "AL Halstead “ae orley ....:«. ek ee nal 
Bamard Casic UB. A | Chertsey A | Haresfield Al | Mundesiey e Swames . 
Barnsley ....-...+...... cara Chester ........ A Harlow A Nantwich .. Swindon .... 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ Chesterfield M.B A Harpenden Nelson Swinton U.D. 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D Chesterfield R.D.. A Harrogate A Newark-o: Tamworth M.B. 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street A Hartlepool .. a Newbury Tenterden .....................4 
Reco og eee COROT oocc0esscessecssneess A2 Harwich ..... cok Newcastle-on-Tyne......... Tewkesbury ..... 

Basford R.D. (exc. Wiilough- Chippenham (inc. C Haslemere .... ..A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)......A ham Within and Harden. Hastings — .esssesss ania New Forest District ......... Al Thetford ........... it 
Basingstoke Al Hatfield (Herts.) .... uA Newmarket _.......... Al ee aS A 

Haywards Heath .. 2 Newport, Mon. ... aves Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
. | oe ee | eee. Ce i ee 
nares -on- . sreseee BIOUE cocccsvcccccsovcssccvcccesath 
. eee eee A2 Northallerton Dist. ......... A T ik 
Cleveleys-... Herefordshire, Cnty. of... {A2 Northampton C.B............. A me ole a 
Clitheroe ........ a ' IED TEND accckscdnescninensccs A2 North Shields...... mae! Torquay ... — 
Coalville U.D. ..... A Hertford ........ eS Norton Radstock . Al Totnes ... 
Cobham (Surrey).. A Hexham U.D... a INGEWIEE soctcecscces sored Trowbridge 
Colchester ........ A Heysham ........ oh Nottingham Sal <u Tunbridge Wells... 
Col —_ ha ang - Nuneaton M.B.. ey Tynemouth C.B. .... , 
ighworth ......... A Ockham U.D. A2 Uppingham (Sal 
Hinckley U.D aA Oldha: pee tiene U D op) « : | 
Hitchin ........ on | ae oa ee es 
Hodd os ova Wakefield ...... 
in Gane ta |) Aa | Qrmaskithe oor sssssssssee ‘A | Wallsend B 
Y seveeee “ Ossett and Horbury A le eee 
Coventry C.B. eosbesonsesstensen A Horsham . AZ Oxford A Walsall C.B. ... 
Cranbrook ....... sngaa Horwich 2k re 4 ee at Walsden  .........0. : 
Cranleigh ......... ee Huddersfield A 2 ae e. Walton-on-Naze 
aw (Sussex) ...........-Al eae A es on zcvee me WTO ccc corsanancieses 
FOWE cercesccesceee eee --A | Hunstanton ........ eterDOrOUgN .....++4+ sees Warmi a 
Biggleswade Cromer ....... Al fualenion (Staffs) . er, So Al Waviaon aes 
Billericay eae Crowborough .A2 likley A Pickering  .......+.-++4. --A3 Warwick M.B. . 
Billing ........... me Contes ..... AE | GOD cceeokk | fo “A | Wellington U.D 
Billingham U.D “A | Dalton-in-Furness .. A wich... “A | pontmada Disc 777A | Wells (Norfolk) 
Bilsthorpe Darlington District .. er’ Isle of Sheppey . -A2 Portishead ea Welwyn _o.+++-. pase 
hington — cseemioasys aN Isle of Thanet... a Portland Stoneyards ........ i. Welwyn Gar. City 
Birkenhead anise .A2 | Isle of Wight .... “| fe a. 
me ne h Town. or ee en en “eee oe ee eae CSEOUTY oe. ceveeeeeee 
Bishop poetry i A Derby C. apundemacretoarans Jarrow MEDS “scdscksoptsnuneees A Port Talbot .. any Westcliff-on-Sea . 
Bishop’s Stortford ; rr ~d cAeoa Rilet os A2 MGIMIIRY | ccosnsbcossssee wibsesees A |> Preston A Westerham .......... 
Biepham ........000... A | to, Coauie oo mv) a ee oat Pudsey . -A | Weston-super-Mare . 
Blackburn 4. | cae saint Kenilworth U.D. . ae Pulboroug A2 | Weybridge ............ 
Blackpool ........ x Ae oe ead A2 Kettering M.B. .... A Radnorshire, County of tA2 Weymouth i - 
a R. D.. ce - <li Rania ders " met. Keynsham .......... A ee A2 PO SIs sercevecdvceccasas Al 
Blaydon U.D... a Moncaster CB... ok Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh . acon Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth ...... rt Dorking ‘ oy King’s Lynn ......... Al Reading .. eee WICKIONG cise ccscsivenesesccesses A 
Blyth A Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell naan Redcar B. asso Widnes ..... ew! 
2 ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D......: we A Wigan .. ey’ 
A imborne Al). A2 OS EEE A Redhill and Reigate er Wigton ..... .-A2 
A Dor... Sas Knaresborough U.D..........A RIPON — sesseccessceeeees AZ Willington eA 
A Tiseraccint et Kn0wle .......ccccsvee Al Rochdale .. eA Wilmslow ..........+. ee, 
Driffield U.D. ... Al Lancaster ... A Rochester ... Al Wilts. County of -tA2 
Droitwich M.B.. aA Leamington M. A aera es * ~ barr eoeveeee - 
Dudley M.B. ars Leatherhead A ugoy DB. seeeererees, INGETMETE ...sseeeee - 
AS Dunstable ...... A SS eae wood Saffron Walden ...............A2 Windsor and Eton . A 
| ene Remar enn Se Durham City ... LA Leicester C.B. ..... si. St. Albans .... ae Wisbech .........++0++ AZ 
eS POA ‘Al Eastbou Leighton Buzzard Al onal Witham .......,... Al 
Breconshire, County of.. 442 | RRIDOUENS += ++e0000e A Letchworth ese 1 .A2 | Woking (District) Al 
Brent Knoll E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......... A Lew A2 Salisb Ci ‘a2 Wokingham ............0000++ A2 
BrentwOOd ..ssecvcccvovevoves a 7 —_ god (Nott toe Lichfield ‘MB. | Seon poly A2 Wolverhampton C.B. A 
Bridlington ... A stwood (Notts.) U.D....... A PS eae A Sawbridgeworth .... A Woodbridge. ... severe AZ 
Brierfield .... A ~cfs = & District. A Littlehampton A2 Saxmundham ... A2 Worcester C.B. ° 
ighouse .. A enbridge ....... A2 Liverpool ..ccccccseess sécoueosmare Scarborough .... A Workington 
Brighton .... A Ely .... A2 Liandudno , Scunthorpe A Worksop M.B 
Bristol ...... A ees - Lianelly . ag la —- | er Say 
i. “ London Sevenoaks .. rexham (incl. 
Bromsgrove U.D A Fakenham .. seh? Long Eaton Re Showwnees AD Wroughton 
AID Ss cecssescstecoes hiv l) RERMMMASIA © ss sasorcracrovesosree A2 | Loughborough M.B.......... Sheffield. . A | Wylam ......... 
Broughton (Cheshire) ......A | Fareham .......-.esesosssssssees A | Louth MB. Shipley ........ A | Wymondham “ 
scccsecccesoococe eoccccelh een A2 Lowestoft Shoeburyness ....... sebavecheout GENE. Scnasedsaee sacivevusaaseese A 
*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10$d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12- € 
7 3s. 10d.; meena pe. ate. Lie} 2d. per ae Lo. $This is is the County tate and applies except where higher grades are stated. decactomaee oil 
OTE. —Carpen ers iners providing own tools wi employed in esta ments Operatin; der the S' 
+ per ae age th pond cen vA pe wise Ft oa dena ct agg 7 gore Ley perating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
—— id. <n .—In = ai —* the country the rate of'w wages vine women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work other 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 722 
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Lvs an awkward position 


but an EASY FIXING 


Here, as in every fixing job, there’s only one way to ease, speed and 
efficiency—Rawlplug Fixing Devices and Tools. 

Did you know that there is a Rawlplug for every size screw right up to 
2” diam. Coach Screws? Rawlbolts too run from ¥” to 1” diam., 
ample strength for really heavy bolt fixings, and no waiting for cement 
to dry! For speedy hole-boring use Rawlplug Tools—Durium-tipped 
masonry Drills, Kango hammers, Pneumatic Hammer Tools and many 
others. They all save time, make the job easier—and save money. 


Write our Technical Dept. for free advice on your fixing problem 






CROMWELL ROAD 
LONDON, S. W.7 


THE RAWLPLUG 
COMPANY LTD. 





THE WORLD-WIDE FIXING DEVICES ORGANISATION 


we X\\ \ Rawlplugs, Rawltools, Rawlbolts, Rawltamps, Rawlnuts, Bolt Anchors, Screw Anchors, 
“\\ White Bronze Plugs, Rawltoggles, Rawlclips, Cement in Sockets, Durium Drills and 
Hole Boring Tools for Hand, Electric Hammer or Pneumatic Hammer operation. 


we" 





MODEL 7E 







MODEL 12S 





REX Concrete Mixers are supplied in a complete range 
of sizes providing a machine for every requirement. 
Each model is built to the highest standards which have 
made REX Mixers the first choice of contractors for 
more than a quarter of a century. Exclusive features 
of design ensure speedy mixing, high output, economy 
of operation and dependability. It will pay you to 
investigate REX Mixers without delay. 


REX Mixers are supplied in the following sizes 
34T, 5E, 5SE, 7E, 7S,. 10S, 12S, 14S and 28S. 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113), 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3 Phone: KENsington 5151 
ax 121. 
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natural answer 























12) 
° Wood is the natural answer if you want 

the house to be a home. 
: Workshops and Factories can have solid floors, but a home 
Oo needs a wooden floor. 

And did you know that wood floors are cheaper ? 
° Cheaper in first cost, cheaper in maintenance, and so much 
. cheaper whenever any alteration is required. 


For full details of suspended timber floor construction 
° and cost write in to us. 


Phone PHOENIX 


or SOFTWOOOS *HAROWOO0S 
& BUILOING BOAROS 


THE PHOENIX TIMBER CO. LTD. 


FROG ISLAND - NEW ROAD - RAINHAM . ESSEX 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


EXPORT LICENSING CONTROLS 


Following the revision of the lists of goods 
subject to strategic control if intended for 
Soviet bloc countries (as distinct from 
China), the Board of Trade have made con- 
sequential changes in export licensing con- 
trol under an export licensing amendment 
order which came into operation on Octobe: 
20. A wide range of goods is now freed 
from control, but a few new strategic items 
have been added. Some _ non-strategic 
goods are also freed from control, but the 
changes do not apply to China. Particulars 
of the amendment order were published 
in the October 16 issue of the Board of 
Trade Journal, 


REDUCING FACTORY COSTS 


The £250,000 Unilever distribution centre 
at Perry Barr, Birmingham, which was handed 
over to Unilevers on October 6, is one of the 
first examples of the new technique in fac- 
tory building which, it is claimed, can cut 
building time by one-third. It is the eighth 
contract completed by C. A. S. (Industrial 
Developments), Ltd. The founder of the 
firm, Mr. Colin A. Samuels, claims that, in 
this instance, the introduction of complete 
‘ palletisation” of the storage has reduced 
the cost of building by one-third. 


INCOME TAX RELIEF 


Ways in which the Exchequer will help 
to pay for the modernisation of trade equip- 
ment and industrial plant are outlined in a 
six-page foider entitled, ‘‘Income Tax 
Relief and How You Can Benefit,” which 
has been published by the British Electrical 
Development Association. Copies from 
EDA, 2, Savoy-hill, or from local Electricity 
Boards. 


BERLIN EXHIBITION 


An international building exhibition is 10 
be held in Berlin in 1956. The core of the 
exhibition will be actual building develop- 
ments taking place in the “Hansa Area” 
of devastated central Berlin. Questions of 
design, construction and economy will be 
investigated and tested on buildings in all 
stages of construction. The programme will 
also include town planning examples, new 
constructional and engineering methods, 
interior design and possible future develop- 
ments in building technique. Further infor- 
mation ebtainable from the International 
Building Exhibition of Berlin, 1956, Berlin 
—Charlottenburg 2, Kantstrasse 162. 


C OF W EMPLOYMENT 


As well as a comprehensive list of officers 
and members, the 1954-55 edition of the Year 
Book of ihe Institute of Clerks of Works of 
Great Britain contains examination results 
with tables and formulae for the building 
trades. Copies available from the editor, 
Mr. G. W. Harris, 43, Leopold-road, 
Harlesden, NW10. 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners 
inform us that they are the architects for 
the new building on the site of 59-69, 
Gresham-street, in the City of London, and 
not as described in the Tist of new buildings 
and their architects issued by the City 
Corporation and published in The Builder 
of October 15. 


THE BUILDER 


CEMENT DEPOT 


The depot at Carnwath-road, Fulham, 
SW6 (near Wandsworth Bridge), constructed 
for the Cement Marketing Company, Ltd., 
recently came into operation. The depot is 
unique in that the cement is delivered in 
bulk in barges from which it is mechanically 
discharged, in all weathers, into silos. From 
the silos it is either packed in bags or 
delivered in bulk. 


ARTISTS’ COLONY 


Twenty-nine artists and their families are 
now living in houses specially built for them 
at Ekely, near Skqyen, an Oslo suburb. Ekely 
was the home of Norwegian artist Edvard 
Munch, who died during the war, and it is 
in the spacious grounds around the house 
that the artists’ colony has been built. The 
grounds have been made available by 
arrangement with tthe Oslo City Council, 
which also has given interest-free loans to 
finance the large studio attached to each 
artist’s home. These £425 loans are to be 
repaid in the form of works of art to be in- 
stalled in schools, old people’s homes and 
similar institutions. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CERTIFICATES 


A revised series of statistics has been pub- 
lished by the Board of Trade relating to 
those factory projects of the manufacturing 
industry in Great Britain for which industrial 
development certificates have been issued. 
Fifteen thousand and twenty such projects 
were approved, 10,272 started; and 188,092 
completed in the period 1945 to June 30, 
1954, which is the one covered by the series. 
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TRADE NEWS 


MACHINERY CATALOGUE 


A new edition of their comprehensive 
machinery catalogue has been issued by 
George Cohen Sons, and Co., Ltd., Cunard 
Works, Chase-road, NW10, and is based on 
stocks and current prices. 


OUTDOOR PAVING 


An outdoor paving called “* Marlite” has 
been introduced into their range of concrete 
products by the Marley Tile Co., Ltd., River- 
head, Sevenoaks, Kent. It is available in 
12 sizes and five colours, and has textured, 
non-slip surfaces. 


HIGH-BAY LIGHTING UNIT 


A new 1,000-watt mercury High-Bay indus- 
trial lighting unit has been developed by 
Holophane, Ltd., Elverton-street, SW1, for 
use in steel works, heavy engineering shops 
and in similar lofty industrial interiors. The 
unit, which embodies a heat-resisting glass 
reflector, has been especially designed to pro- 
vide a broad intensive light distribution. 


DIESEL-ENGINED TRACTOR 


A more powerful version of the Fiat 
crawler tractor, Model 25 CI, is now avail- 
able on the British market through Mackay 
Industrial Equipment, Ltd., Faggs-road, 
Feltham, Middlesex. This tractor, formerly 
fitted with a petrol/paraffin engine, is now 
supplied fitted with a Fiat diesel engine at 
no extra cost. 


MOBILE DEMONSTRATIONS 


A mobile demonstration van has been 
equipped by the Startrite Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Gads Hill, Gillingham, Kent, to dis- 
play their range of power tools, such as 
bench and pillar drills, surface planers, saw 
benches, small universal woodworkers and 
multi-speed bandsaws. In conjunction with 
tool dealers it is also intended to demon- 
strate machines direct to the industry. 


BOILING WATER HEATER 


The RS52/1 boiling water heater, pro- 
duced by Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd.. 
North Circular-road, NW10, is now fitted 
with a stainless steel rosette burner of the 
same type as that fitted to the Ascot 503 
series of sink heaters. The advantages in- 
clude the fact that the stainless steel burner 
will resist corrosion and therefore need 
servicing only at long intervals, 


CEMENT TRANSPORTATION 


A Leyland Octopus eight-wheeled goods 
vehicle is in daily use for the carriage of 
loose cement from the Ketton works of 
the Ketton Portland Cement Co., Ltd, It 
carries a payload of 13 tons 5 cwt., and 
is loaded for more than 80 per cent. of its 
daily mileage. An average fuel consump- 
tion of 9 mpg is obtained, and a Homalloy 
body is fitted, together with Edbro tipping 
gear. 


US ARMY CONTRACTS 


A consignment of 16 Ferguson tractors 
and 96 implements has been delivered to 
US Army units in France by the Massey- 
Harris-Ferguson organisation, of Coventry. 
The tractors have been equipped to meet 
the special requirements of the US Army, 
but the implements are standard equipment 
as supplied to farmers throughout the 
world. This equipment will be used by 
the US forces for camp maintenance work 
and for clearing woods around military 
airfields. 


H 
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HAND-MADE BRICKS 


Thomas Lawrence and Sons (Bracknell), 
Ltd., Eastheath Brickworks, Molly Millers- 
lane, Barkham-road, Wokingham, announce 
that after a lapse of some years they are 
now producing their TLB rubbers and 
genuine hand-made sand-faced facings. 


ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET 


A booklet has been issued by Humphreys, 
Ltd., 187-193, Knightsbridge, SW7, illustrat- 
ing various of the major contracts at home 
and overseas carried out by the firm. The 
front cover carries an impression of Bucklers- 
bury House, London, EC4, in course of con- 
struction for’ the Legenland Property Co., 
Ltd., and the contents include illustrations 
specially drawn by Denis Wreford, FRSA. 


FIXING TOOLS 

On their stand at the Building Trades 
Exhibition being held currently at Man- 
chester, the Rawlplug Co., Ltd., Cromwell- 
road, SW7, are showing a wide range of 
fixing devices and tools. Of especial interest 
are the demonstrations of masonry cutting- 
speeds of the new process “ Durium ” drills. 
It is understood that not only will 
“Durium” cut quickly through brick, 
cement, marble, and the like, but because 
of the new process to ensure exceptional 
hardness of the tip, the cutting life is re- 
tained for long periods. 


“ TRAVELLER” CAR 

The new full six-seater Morris Oxford 
“Traveller” model recently introduced by 
the Nuffield Organisation, although designed 
for utilitarian purposes; retains the major 
features of the Morris Oxford Series 2 salon. 
Entry is bytwofull-width front doors, and with 
the rear seat in use a floor space of 3 ft. 6 in. 
by 4 ft. 3 in. is available for goods. With 
the seat folded away, the length is increased 
to 4 ft. 10 in. Entry to the back is effected 
by double vertically-hinged doors, and the 
vehicle is powered by an overhead valve 
1,489 cc engine. 


CONCRETE FROST PROTECTION 

An anti-freeze liquid for the frost protec- 
tion of concrete and mortar mixtures has 
been. produced by British Bitumen Emulsions, 
Ltd., Dundee-road Trading Estate, Slough, 
Bucks. Known as “ Kyljack,” it has a special 
ingredient to prevent corrosion of iron and 
steel reinforcements, and acts on the cement 
content only. It does not deteriorate in stor- 
age, and surplus mix may be used as a cement 
accelerator. Also manufactured by the com- 
pany is “ibetol (X)”, a spirit-based heavy 
bituminous substance to give de-rusted or new 
steel and iron a greater degree of rust pro- 
tection and resistance to acid fumes and salt- 
laden atmosphere. 


SILICONE PRODUCTION 

The first full-scale silicone plant in Great 
Britain has been completed on a 26-acre site 
at Barry, Glamorgan, for use by Albright and 
Wilson, Ltd., silicone manufacturers. The 
plant design and the general factory con- 
struction was carried out by the company’s 
own central engineering department. The 
erection of a works laboratory is being com- 
pleted together with a large technical service 
laboratory for the development of new pro- 
ducts. The compeiny’s silicone products in- 
clude “ Silastomer” rubber for electrical in- 
sulation and _  anti-vibration mountings; 
“ Drisil” water repellents for masony and 
brickwork; and paints for chimney stacks, 
furnaces, etc. The distributors are Midland 
— Ltd., of 19, Upper Brook-street, 

i. 
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PLANT MANUFACTURERS’ MERGER 

Aveling-Barford, Ltd., have announced 
that they have acquired a major financial in- 
terest in Goodwin-Barsby and Co., Ltd., of 
Leicester. 


ACID-RESISTING CEMENT 


An up-to-date brochure on the properties 
and uses of their “Super”  acid- 
resisting cement has been issued by J. H. 
Sankey and Son, Ltd., Ilford, Essex. This 
cement can be used for bedding and joint- 
ing vitrified bricks and tiles, or for jointing 
pipes carrying acids and acid fumes. 


STRONG ASBESTOS BOARD 


A }-in. asbestos insulation board which 
spans 4 ft. without a central support is being 
shown by the Cape Asbestos Co. at the 
Building Trades Exhibition now being held 
in Manchester. The secret of this achieve- 
ment is in the board’s almost invisible curve 
and in the toughness of the special type 
of asbestos, called Amosite, from which it 
is made. 


ENGINEERING PRODUCTION 


The. first of a series of six advisory 
bulletins entitled ‘“ Origineering” has been 
published by the Lincoln Electric Co., Ltd., 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, as a guide to 
planning more efficient and economical 
manufacturing by the use of welded steel 
construction in the products. The Lincoln- 
Jackson heavy-duty electrode holder, already 
in.use in America, is now being produced 
for use by welding workers by the company, 
who guarantee complete protection from 
accidental arcing. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. DouGtas F. Watton, local director of Thos. W. 
Ward, Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield, has been ap- 
pointed director of the Ketton Portland Cement Co., 
Ltd. (a subsidiary company), sole distributors of the 

* Ketco ”’ and ‘* Kettocrete ’’ brands of portland and 
rapid-hardening cement. 

Mr. W. H. McFapzean, chairman of British Insu- 
lated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., is visiting New York. 
He will also visit Canada in connection with BICC’s 
important interests there, which include Philips Elec- 
trical Company (1953), Ltd., of which Mr. McFadzean 
is chairman. 

Messrs. WALTER CARSON AND SONS, LTD., manu- 
facturers of paints, distempers and varnishes, of 
Lombard-road, SWil, announce the appointment to 
their sales staff of Mr. K McDonaLpD as sales 
manager in charge of their architectural and specifica- 
tion department. Mr. P. McQuabe, who has now 
completed 40 years’ service with the company, 
continues as general sales ig ag responsible for 
overall sales policy with Mr. WRIGHT as 
sales manager, wholesale side. 
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MoW BUILDING EXHIBITION 
Ancient Monuments Display 


THE FOURTH Ministry of Works “Open 
Week” for the year 1954-55 will be held 
at the Brooklyn Farm Technical College, 
Birmingham, from November 10-17 inclusive, 
It will be organised by the College in co- 
operation with the local branches of the 
National Federations of Building Trades 
Employers and Operatives, the allied pro- 
fessions and the MOW. 


The Ministry’s contribution will include 
a new exhibit on Ancient Monuments in 
the Region. It has been designed to appeal 
not only to building students and members 
of the building industry, who will be 
interested in the bygone constructional 
methods depicted, but to the growing public 
who wish to be informed about historic 
monuments that tell of life in a bygone age. 


SHORTAGE OF BUILDING 
APPRENTICES 


Employers Blamed 


CONCERN at the low number of apprentices 
entering the building trade was expressed by 
Mr. C. R. SETTER, president of Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce, when he distributed 
awards recently to a number of building 
apprentices, 


“The number of apprentices who are 
trained for the building industry is totally 
inadequate to meet the corresponding 
wastage,” he said. The number being 
trained was in fact only about half those who 
were leaving, and the trouble lay largely 
with the employers, many of whom took no 
interest whatever in apprenticeship schemes, 
although there were always boys leaving 
school who were ready and willing to learn. 


“I blame the employer who has no 
apprenticeship scheme,” said Mr. Setter, 
“and I hope he will be shamed into doing 
something about it.” "An apprentice was not 
a form of cheap labour, but a valuable 
investment that would eventually pay 
dividends. 


ACOUSTICS IN BUILDINGS 
The Need for ‘“ Getting Together” 


“IF ARCHITECTS and. structural engineers 
got together, they might be able to resurrect 
the lost art of providing good acoustics in 
modern buildings,” said Mr. G. E. Mars- 
DEN, chairman of the Midland Counties 
branch of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, at the annual dinner of the 
branch in Birmingham on October 9. He 
was responding to the toast to the Institu- 
tion, proposed by the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham, Ald. J. R. Balmer. 


“Even in the far-off days of ancient 
Rome, builders knew the secret of effective 
acoustics,” ALD. BALMER said, “but in 
Britain the art seems to be lost.” Referring 
to good acoustics in new buildings in Frank- 
furt, which he had recently visited, Ald. 
Balmer said that Frankfurt was now quite an 
exhibition of modern architecture. A special 
plant was making bricks out of rubble and 
in this way every bit of debris was being 
used. 


The toast to the guests was proposed by 
the vice-chairman, Mr. W. Phillips, and re- 
plied to by the Bishop of Birmingham, Dr. 
J. L. Wilson. 
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top-grade plywood—and this gives you an 


absolutely flat surface. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia.—Associated Australian Oilfields 
NL, a Queensland oil prospecting company, 
is planning a spectacular oil and gas develop- 
ment programme. If the gas is in sufficient 
volume, consideration is to be given to the 
establishment of a chemical industry and pro- 
vision of a pipe-line to reticulate it 300 miles 
to Queensland coastal areas. Ground sur- 
veys in a 51,000 sq. miles area in the Gulf 
of Carpentaria district, and an application 
for a permit to cover 8,400 sq. miles in the 
Bonaparte Gulf, Northern Territory, are 
other aspects of the company’s planned pro- 
gramme. 

Australia and New Zealand Bank, Ltd., 
have purchased a corner site opposite the 
Town Hall, in Collins St., Melbourne, for the 
sum of £600,000. The purchasers will estab- 
lish a new branch of the bank on the site 
and extensively remodel the remainder of the 
buildings. . . . The State of South Australia 
is planning an olive oil industry which en- 
visages the construction of a number of 
buildings. 

Greece—The results have been an- 
nounced in Athens of the international 
tenders for the construction of an oil re- 
finery. Of 12 tenders submitted by foreign 
firms, five satisfied the necessary conditions. 
They were submitted by the American firms 

‘Socony” and “ Fostér Wheeler,” and by 
the German firms “ Hydrocarbon, ” * Gute 
Hoffnunggeschafte” and “ Friedrich Unde.” 
The Committee appointed to study the 
tenders is to select one of these five, 


Iraq.—The Directorate-General of Munici- 
palities is embarking on an extensive de- 
velopment campaign which will include 60 
combined water and electricity supply 
projects in various parts of Iraq, 10 separate 
water supplies and 17 power plants. . 
The construction of a modern slaughter- 
house in Baghdad is under consideration, 
the interested bodies being the Municipality, 
the Ministry of Economics and_ the 
Veterinary Dept. 


Malaya.—A £700,000 model garden village 
scheme is to be launched at Setapak, Kuala 
Lumpur, as soon as plans are approved by 
the Municipality. It is understood that the 
housing estate will consist of about 45 acres 
and will hold about 400 houses. There will 
also be separate areas for shops, a school, 
a cinema, a community hall and playgrounds. 

. The first co-operative housing project 
at Klang is to be launched shortly at a cost 
of £80,000. It is believed that some 50 
houses will be built. 

It has also recently been reported that 
work on the 5m. gallon reservoir at Jalan 
Eunos may be started next year and a com- 
mittee of the Singapore City Council is re- 
commending £7,000 for the preliminary work. 
The cost of the reservoir is estimated at 
£150,000, and it is scheduled for completion 
in 1957....The Singapore City Council 
plans to spend £500,000 next year extending 
its sewer network. 


New Zealand.—Work is to begin 
January on the preliminary stages of 
Auckland’s Waitemate Harbour Bridge. 
Costing nearly £5m., the Auckland bridge 
will be of the cantilever type, carrying four 
lanes of traffic. Its length will be 3,480 ft. 
Work on the bridge will be carried out in 
four stages—construction of the bridge 
span; construction of the embankments and 
approaches; additional approaches; and such 
other work as is necessary to round off the 


in 
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approaches. Inquiries can be made at the 
Harbour Bridge Authority in Auckland 
regarding the supplying of bridge-building 
materials.... At Kawerau the Tasman 
Pulp and Paper Co., Ltd., is building a 
£16m. manufacturing plant to use raw 
materials from the forest near by. The 
project has the financial support of the New 
Zealand Government, which is spending 
£13m. on a new deep-water port to handle 
export products from the mill, houses, rail- 
ways, roads and electric power supply. .. . 
The New Zealand Minister of Works has 
announced that 44 more miles of the 
Waikato River will be harnessed by the 
Cahkuri and Waipapa hydro-electric 
schemes. The projects are expected to take 
at least six years to complete, cost over 
£12m. and produce about 133,000 kw. of 
power. 

New Zealand.—The New Zealand Govern- 
ment has approved the building of new blocks 
of flats in Auckland, Christchurch, Welling- 
ton and Dunedin. . . . The Government has 
also approved the erection of 141 houses for 
navy personnel in the Auckland area... 
The New Zealand Patriotic Fund Board has 
decided to begin immediately the building of 
a war veterans’ home at Paekakariki, at an 
estimated cost of over £150,000. The new 
home, a single-storey structure, will accom- 
modate 100 veterans... . 

The Minister of Housing, the Hon. W. 
Sullivan, said that the Government would 
assist the Auckland City Council with the 
clearance of Freeman’s Bay slums by build- 
ing additional State rental accommodation 
during the next two years. . . . Government 
proposals for the National War Memorial 
include the completion of the carillon at Wel- 
lington, the construction of a suitable room 
at its base for the housing of a roll of 
honour, and a formal garden of remembrance 
at the rear of the carillon. The cost will be 
around £50,000 and the Government is 
shortly to hold consultations with the RSA to 
consider the project. 

Peru—A modern match factory will 
shortly be built in Peru by the Swedish 
Match Co., of Jonkoping. The Peruvian 
company has been registered under the style: 
Compania Nacional de Fosforos “La 
Lima” and the vice-president of the com- 
pany is Dr. Andres Aramburu Menchaca, of 
Plaza San Martin 157 Lima. 


Spain.—Tenders have been adjudicated 
for the Phase 1 work on the air bases of 
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Torrejon and Zaragoza mentioned in this 
column on September 24. In both cases the 
lowest bids were accepted. For Torrejon 
13 Spanish firms competed, their bids vary- 
ing between 139m. and 390m. pesetas. The 
lowest one was submitted by the Barcelona 
firm of Fomento de Obras y Construc- 
ciones SA. For Zaragoza 14 bids were 
made ranging between 78 and 110m. pesetas. 
The Madrid firm of Agroman SA was 
awarded the contract. .. . It is reported that 
tenders will shortly be called for the first 
air base at Seville under the military aid 
programme. Plans for the large naval base 
at Rote across the bay from Cadiz will be 
ready in December when tenders will be 
invited. . . . The Portuguese Government 
has given its formal agreement to Spanish 
plans for constructing a hydro-electric dam 
at Saucelle on the River Duero. . . . Much 
publicity has been given to a plan drawn 
up by the co-ordinating body of the 
Syndical organisations for the immediate 
construction of 27,600 dwellings for workers 
at a total cost of 1,379m. pesetas. 

Trinidad.—Amalgamated Packaging Indus- 
tries, Ltd., of Trinidad, have purchased 
ground some six miles from Port of Spain 
where it is proposed to establish a factory 
for the production of cardboard con- 
tainers. . . . Woolworth’s Stores have regis- 
tered a company in Trinidad to carry on 
business as wholesalers and retailers. This 
is the forerunner of plans for the building 
of stores. 


BRIDGING EQUIPMENT 

*Mr. J. N. Matson, the Acting Chief 
Regional Officer of the Gold Coast Govern- 
ment, Western Region, PO Box 202, Cape 
Coast, would like to receive details of box- 
girder bridging equipment for use in 
spanning the many narrow rivers which flow 
through that region. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write direct io Mr. Matson giving full de- 
tails of their offers and quoting cif prices. 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
776, quoting ref. ESB/24706/54. 


VISIT OF US OFFICIAL 

*Mr. J. Wade Dunaway, Director of 
European Division of the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce, will visit the UK 
from November 16 to 21. The purpose of 
the tour is to increase European firms’ in- 
terest in the trading possibilities offered by 
Los Angeles and Southern California. 

Firms or trade associations who would 
like to meet Mr. Dunaway are invited to 
write to him c/o The Commercial Attache, 
American Embassy, Grosvenor-square, W1, 
giving the following information: Full name 
and address; names of export/import execu- 
tives; date of establishment; bankers; type 
of business; products, imported—exported; 
present requirements and names of any 
American firms represented. 

Telephone inquiries to Trafalgar 8855, ext. 
2012, quoting ref. CRE/11066/54. 


HAND OR ELECTRIC HOISTS 

*Messrs. Barry-Hamel Equipment, Ltd., 
1867, West First-avenue, Vancouver, Canada, 
are interested in representing on a commis- 
sion basis UK manufacturers of hand or 
electric hoists, 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write direct to Messrs. Barry-Hamel Equip- 
ment, Ltd., giving full details of their offers. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/24219/54. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Slum Clearance 


UNBAR is the first Council in Scotland 

to submit its plans for clearance and 
demolition of unfit houses to the Secretary 
of State. The plans, just received in St. 
Andrew’s House, include proposals to 
demolish within the next three years all the 
unfit houses in the burgh “that cannot be 
made fit at reasonable expense.” Under the 
recent Housing Act all councils in Scotland 
have to submit their slum clearance plans 
before the end of August next year. 


Multi-storey Flats for Glasgow 


GLasGow CoRPORATION has approved the 
construction of two prototype ten-storey no- 
fines concrete housing blocks at Toryglen. 
Each of the blocks will contain 80 houses. 
The blecks will be of three sections, joined 
in a flat Y-shape to give maximum light. 

A novel feature will be the use of electri- 
cal floor heating. Houses will be arranged 
so that the tenant has personal control of 
electrical services within his own home and 
will adjust heating to his own requirements 
by means of thermostatic controls. 

The blocks are to be built by the Scottish 
Special Housing Association as an extension 
of the Toryglen scheme for which the 
Association is responsible. If the proto- 
type multi-storey blocks are completely 
satisfactory 11 more of the same type will 
be built. The layout plan awaits government 
approval. 


Factory Extension 


EucLtip (GREAT BriTAIN) LTD. opened a 
major extension to their Newhouse, Lanark- 
shire, plant on October 15, the opening cere- 
mony being performed by Viscount Bracken. 
Controlled by General Motors Corporation, 
Cleveland, USA, the company are manufac- 
turers of earth-moving equipment, and in 
opening the plant Lord Bracken paid a 
tribute to the American company for their 
enterprise and support in this venture. The 
extension provides two bays 80 ft. wide by 
600 ft. long, giving a total area of 96,000 
sq. ft. Two sections of the plant have so 
far been built, amounting to perhaps one- 
third of the ultimate development. 

Exhibition in Miniature 

A MINIATURE VERSION of the Scottish 
Industries Exhibition has been arranged 
in London by the Scottish Council (Develop- 
ment and Industry), who are planning a 
display of catalogues and other literature 
from every stand in the exhibition. 

Mr. George B. Young, London secretary 
of the Scottish Council, who is organising 
the show, has already received several 
requests from North American buying 
houses for copies of exhibitors’ catalogues 
and publicity material, and he has had to 
build up a library of half a dozen copies 
of each of over 2,500 booklets. Dusing the 
course of the exhibition, the London office 
acted as a reception centre for overseas 
buyers on their way to Glasgow. 


Granite Houses 


_ THE HIGH CosT of building granite houses 
is endangering the future of Aberdeen’s 
Kincorth Estate, which was to have been a 
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“ show-piece ” for the city, with a total of 
2,430 all-granite houses. 

Almost a thousand have now been com- 
pleted, but a recent conference between 
Commander T. D. Galbraith, Joint Under- 
Secretary of State, and representatives of 
Aberdeen Town Council may result in a 
switch-over to a cheaper form of building 
for the 1,430 houses still to be erected. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—Plans to be prepared for scheme of 50 
houses to be erected in the county for occupiers 
of Ayrshire’s hutted camps. The Architect is J. 
Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-place., Westend, 


Edinburgh. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans prepared and approved 
for new factory, by their own architects, to be erected 
for Messrs. Davidson Bros., Ltd., at Tillybody-rd., 
Hat] Park, by The Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., 
Lochburn-rd., Possilpark, Glasgow. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans have been prepared and 
approved for 34 houses for the corpn. of Alloa at 
the Keilarsbrae housing dev. ‘Fhe Council A is Peter 
A. Brown (F), Municipal Offices, : 

Dumfries-shire.—Plans have been approved by the 
Corp. of Annan for new housing scheme to be 
erected at Glenlea housing site. The Council A is 
James I. Rodger (F), Master of Works Offices, ‘ 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans prepared by their own staff 
architects have been approved for the erection of 
four new electricity sub-stations at roads No. 34, 
74, 61 and 73, at the Drumchapel Housing Dev. a 
the South-West of Scotland Electricity Board, 206, 
St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Edinburgh.—Plans for a new sec. sch. for the 
Liberton South Side District which will be erected at 
Greenend have been approved by the Corpn. The 
Council A is A. G. Foggie (A), Municipal-chbrs., 
High-st., Parliament-sq., Edinburgh. : 

alkirk.—Corpn. has a scheme in hand for which 
plans are to be prepared for 24 three-, and 42 four- 
apartment houses to be erected at an est. cost of 
£87,000 at Glenfuir housing dev. The architect is 
A. C. M. Connell (A), Master of Works Offices, West 
Bridge, Falkirk. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
canteen buildings for the BEA, Kelvinside, to be 
erected at Strathclyde-st., Dalmarnock-rd., Bridgeton. 
The architects are Ronald Walker & Co., 182, Bath- 
st., Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for the Kirkcaldy Linoleum Market, 
Ltd., Accountancy Hall-bldgs., West Regent-st., to be 
carried out at 3-9, Kilmarnock-rd. The architects are 
W. B. Wright & Kirkwood (F&A), 9, Woodside-pl., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 


etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
¢. 

Ist 25 41 

2nd | 55 0 

3rd 50 82 6 

4th FA <2) ae 110 0 

Sth 75 13 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft among (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) ee o os 
ra, on labouring Rane (at 


of probationary period 3 0 














Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions at The Sunshine Bakery, Paisley-rd., Govan, for 
Scribbans-Kemp, Ltd. The architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions to the Ibrox Stadium for the 
Rangers Football Assocn. Ltd. The architect is 
Robert Bince (F), 121, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for scheme of alterations and additions at Cleveden- 
dr. The architect is W. Murdoch Macmenan (A), 8, 
India-st., Bothwell Circus, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Associated Metal Works (Glasgow), Ltd., for their 
new extension at St. Andrews-sq., The Saltmarket. 
The architects are W. B. Wright & Kirkwood (F&A), 
9, Woodside-pl., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of 280 houses to be erected at the Possilpark housing 
site at Cadder-rd. The architect is J. Austin Bent 
(A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff of 
architects have been approved for additions and 
alterations to be erected at the Kelvindale Paper Mills 
by the Associated Paper Mills, Ltd., 53, New Bond- 
st., London. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for addi- 
tions and alterations for the Govancroft Potteries, 
Ltd., at London-rd., Bridgeton. The architects are 
James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders (F&A), 
212, Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared "by their own staff of 
architects have been approved for new building which 
is to be erected at Kilbirnie-st., Polmadie-rd., Govan- 
hill, by the Scottish Gas Board, Municipal-bldgs., 
John-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared and approved for 
Alexandria Transport, Ltd., Dennistoun, for exten- 
sions, additions and alterations, etc., to be erected 
at Alexandra-par. The architects are Cullen, Lochhead 
& Brown (F&F), 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of reconstruction and additions, etc., for the Royal 
Technical College at Great Western-rd., Kelvinside. 
The architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 
12, Claremont-gdns., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for the Royal Army Service Corps 
to be carried out at Newton-terr., Charing Cross. 
The architect is Colin Hunter, 170, Great Western-rd., 
St. George’s Cross, Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans in the hands of their architects 
for scheme of reconstruction, alterations and addi- 
tions to be carried out for Messrs. Hugh Smith at 
127, Roxburgh-st. by Messrs. A. H. Findlay’s trustees, 
15, Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Inverness.—Plans for corpn’s mew four-storey block 
of houses have been prepared and approved, to be 
erected at a cost of approx £24,000, at Gilbert-st. 
The architect is Jack Blackburn (F), Bank of Scotland- 
bldgs., High-st., Inverness. 

Kilmarnock.—Plans prepared and approved for: 
48 dwellings, in three-storey-blocks of flats, Robertson- 
pl. redev. area; 54 houses, 21st dev., Onthank 
scheme; 42 houses, 3rd dev., Bellfield scheme; 48 
houses, 4th dev., Bellfield estate; 48 houses, Sth dev., 
Bellfield estate; sick bay, Springhill old persons’ 
house. for TC. Architect: Neil S. Sutherland, 
Burgh Architect. Plans in preparation for: 100 
houses, 6th dev., Bellfield estate; 50 houses, 7th dev., 
Bellfield estate; 25 houses, 8th dev., Bellfield estate; 

houses, 9th dev., Belifield estate; proj 
crematorium, Kilmarnock. ll for TC. Architect 
Neil S. Sutherland, Burgh Architect. 

Muirhead.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans prepared 
for new police station, houses and garage, etc., to be 
erected at Elinmore-rd. architect is Samuei 
on (A), County-blds., Beckford-st., Hamilton 

est. 
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THE SAME PATTERN 

_ FITS EITHER LEFT OR 

RIGHT-HAND DOOR 
OR WINDOW. 





























itects 
addi- 





No. 00. No. 0. No. 1. No. 2. 
Arms 23" a" 5%” 7" 


THE RHODES “STAYPUT” ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding . 

Garage Doors Caravan Windows 

House Doors Greenhouse Skylights 

Van Doors Locker Doors 

Cupboard Doors Swing Mirrors 
Cabinet Lids 

- .. and anything else which moves on hinges. 





RHODES CHAINS LTD. 





WRITE FOR 
louse, Ki A . W.C. 
= they yg mene BROCHURE No. 
RC.1016/5 

















always ask for 


AND 


INSULATION BOARD 


MADE IN SWEDEN 
STOCKED BY MERCHANTS EVERYWHERE 


SOLE CONCESSIONAIRES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 


GLIKSTEN BUILDING MATERIALS 


CARPENTERS ROAD, LONDON, E.15. TEL: AMHERST 4444 & 5588 
LIVERPOOL OFFICE: 87, LORD STREET. TEL: CENTRAL 3441 * 





THE BUILDER 95 





*Better than an extra 


pair of hands... 


I’ve got some grand machines helping me on this 
job. All of them, from pumps to concrete mixers, 
are powered by Villiers engines. That’s the best 

guarantee of satisfactory per- 










formance a builder can have. 
] always specify Villiers-driven 
machines because I know they 
will do everything I ask of — 
them—and more—at a very 


low running cost.’ 


THE POWER AND THE HEART 
OF A FINE MACHINE 


Ahlers ENGINES DRIVE 
BARROWS - CULTIVATORS - LAWN MOWERS - MOTOR SCYTHES 
CONCRETE MIXERS CROP SPRAYERS HEDGE CUTTERS 
LIGHTING PLANTS - PUMPS - TRUCKS - SAWS - MOTOR CYCLES 


THE VILLIERS ENGINEERING CO. LTD, WOLVERHAMPTON 
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THERE'S 
TIMBER... 


—there in the sea, doing the job 


it’s done for years on end—a vital part of 
the scheme of things, and taken for granted. 
See how good timber firms become like. good 
timber! There’s Travis & Arnold, for example, 
doing the job they’ve done for years on end — 
to thousands of users a vital part of the 
scheme of things and, like the timber they 
sell, just taken for granted — 

THAT’S REPUTATION! 


TRAVIS « ARNOLD TIMBER IMPORTERS 
LIMITED AND BUILDERS MERCHANTS 


ag trainee BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
JOHN EEDE BUTT & SONS Head Office: NORTHAMPTON 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


NOVEMBER 29. 
*Norfolk CC.—Fire station, off Benn’s-la., Terring- 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 1. 
*tEast Suffolk CC.—Police house, East Bergholt. 
Coney A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Novem- 


NOVEMBER 2. 
*tEnfield UDC.—24 flats, branch library and com- 
munity hall on Bullsmoor-la. estate. E&S. Dep. 


*tEnfield UDC.—24 flats and 64 houses on Manor 
Farm site. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 3. 
*tHampstead BC.—80 flats 
Fellows-rd. = 
*t3_ Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Casualty 
dept., The Lloyd Hospital, Bridlington. Architect to 
Board, Park-pde., Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 4. 
*+Surrey CC.—Additions, Epsom Rosebery girls’ 
ety. sec. and infants’ schools. County A, Kingston. 
} NOVEMBER 5. 
*{Smethwick CBC.—Police sub-station and five 
dwellings. BE&S. Dep. 2s. Tenders by 
mber 6. 
*tWest Sussex CC.—Pair of cottages at Kingsham 
Farm, Chichester. County A, Chichester. 
NOVEMBER 6. 
oon” BC.—66 flats at Blyth-rd., Bromley. BE. 


and maisonettes, 


% 2s. 

*tChester City C.—150 houses and flats, Blacon 
housing estate. City E. 

*tEssex CC.—Headmaster’s house and minor 
adaptations to existing premises, Ramsden Hall resi- 
dential special school. County A, Chelmsford. 

NOVEMBER 8. 

*{Bromley BC.—Junior sch, and _caretaker’s cottage 

at Pickhurst-la., Bromley. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 9. 

*tNorthamptonshire CC.—Erection of Corby new 
mod. sch.; Daventry new mod. sch.; new teaching 
block for Wellingborough sec. tech. sch. County A. 

*tWimbledon BC.—Six elderly persons’ dwellings at 
Lancaster-rd., SW19. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 10. 

*Dorham_ CC.—Office accommodation for County 
Analyst. G. R. Clayton (F), County A., Durham. 

*tPortsmouth City C.—Two bungalows, Cottage 
View, and 104 houses, Medhampton Camp (North). 
City A, 1, Western-par., Portsmouth. Dep. £1 each. 

NOVEMBER 11. 

*Oldham CBC.—46 aged persons’ bungalows. 
Messrs. Cameron & Middleton, ARICS, 21, Queen- 
st., Oldham. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 13. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Changing-rooms at Strouden 
He! hg .. Dep. £2 2s. 
affron len RDC.—12 houses and sewers, 3 
Wimbish. Clerk. ne 
NOVEMBER 15. 

Marlow UDC.—14 houses at Westhorpe-rd. site. 
Messrs. Henry Cooper & Sons, 6, The Forbury, 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

_*Middlewich UDC.—20 houses, Queen’s-dr., Chad- 
wick Fields estate, and 8 bungalows, Alexandra-rd. 
R. J. B. Wilkinson, Victoria-bldgs. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—49 houses and flats at 
housing site No. 27 and Eastwood Park. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2. 

*tWembley BC.—List of building contractors for 
housing works. BE&S. 

: NOVEMBER 16. 

*Bath City C.—Alterations and new clubrooms at 
12, Charlotte-st. Mr. J. F. Bevan-Jones, ARICS, The 
Guildhall, Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 

Longridge UDC.—48 houses at Kestor-la. Clerk of 
Cc. Dep. £2. 


NOVEMBER 17. 
Hambleden RDC.—18 houses and four flats at the 
allotment site, Wonersh. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 19. 
*Ploughley RDC.—6 houses, Stratton Audley. 
W. C. Wigney, Clerk, Waverley House, Bicester. 


Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 20. 
*Coventry Corpn.—Civic theatre. City A, Bull-yd. 
*tSwansea CBC.—Erection of Mynyddbach County 
Sec. Sch. for Girls, Swansea. Boro’ A. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
*Glasgow Cerpn.—Eight shops and 8 maisonettes, 
Su hill-rd., Dr hapel. Architectural and Pian- 
aging Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow. 





County A, 27, Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 
NOVEMBER 30. 

Ellesmere Port UDC.—100 flats and maisonettes at 
North Whitby estate, contract 159. E&S. Dep £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 6. 
*East Riding of Yorks. CC.—Home for aged persons 
at Driffield. County A. Dep. £2. 
*Lindsey CC.—Infant school for Riddings estate, 
—— Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., 
Wi. 


JANUARY 14. 

*Lindsey CC.—Steel-framed three-storey block for 
North Lindsey Tech. College, Kingsway, Scunthorpe. 
County A. Dep. £3. 

NO DATE. 

*Luton BC.—{a) Kitchen extension at Beech Hill 
sch.; (b) kitchen/dining-hall at Tennyson-rd. sch. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 8. 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Demolition of London-rd. 
sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 


NOVEMBER 9. 

*tMontgomeryshire CC.—Heating and electrical in- 
stallation for Corby new mod. sch.; Daventry new 
mod. sch. and new teaching block for Wellington’s 
sec. tech. sch. County A. 

*Rugby BC.—(a) Supply and erection of concrete 
posts and chain link fencing with gates for 22 houses 
at Parkfield-rd.; (b) same for 30 houses at Lawford- 
la. BE&S. Tenders for one or both. 


NOVEMBER 12. 

East Ham CBC.—Supply and erection of portable 
dance floor for swimming baths. Baths Superinten- 
dent, Central Baths, East Ham, E6. 

*Salford City C.—Bathroom extension to 37 houses, 
Seaford-rd. estate. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 13. 
*East Grinstead UDC.—Replacement of bathroom 
— Brooklands Park estate. L. R. Bennett, 
clerk. 


THE WINDSOR 
MOSAIC 
FLOOR a 


@ NOW FREE OF 
PURCHASE TAX 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
Langham 2256 


and from:— 


F. Barber & Son Ltd. 

Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 

Cardiff Mosaic & Terrazzo Co. 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 
Coventry Tile Co. Ltd. 

Flooring (North Staffs) Ltd. 
Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconello Ltd. 

Leeds Floorcraft Co. 

Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 

London Flooring Co. (Reading) Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

N. Wales Floorings 

Sherwood Floors Ltd., Nottingham 
South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Tegula Floors Ltd. 

Walkers (Hove) Ltd. 

Wecando (Lincoln) 


ton St. Clement. 











Patent 
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*Golborne UDC.—Roof tiling 34 houses 
bungalows, Laburnum-rd. J. B. Hoyle, E&S. 
NOVEMBER 15. 

*Hertferd BC.—Repointing and/or pebble dashing 
of 16 houses, Hertingfordbury-rd. estate. Housing 
Manager, 57, St. Andrews-st. 

NOVEMBER 22. 

*Wolverhampton CB.—Fencing. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

*Bootle CBC.—Furniture and fittings for Orrell 

branch library, Bootle. BS. 
NOVEMBER 30. 

*South Cambs RDC.—Hot and cold water services, 
sewage disposal works, w.c. suites, etc., at Bogs Gap 
housing estate, Steeple Morden. W. R. Hazlewood, 
ARIBA, County Hall, Hobson-st., Cambridge. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


and 6 


BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 1. 

*tWaltham Holy Cross UDC.—Roads and footpaths 
at Paternoster Hill housing estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

Poole BC.—Water tank (80,000 gals.) and small 
sewage disposal plant at Sturminster Marshall and a 
water tower (20,000 gals.) at Lytchett Matravers. 
WE. 


NOVEMBER 20. 

*Depwade RDC.—Housing sewage works at Tivets- 

hall St. Margaret. E. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 23. 

Machynlleth and Dolgelly RDC.—{a) Pennal water 
supply scheme, nr. Machynileth; and (b) Corris water 
supply scheme. Messrs. Wallace Evans & Partners, 
30, Stanwell-rd., Penarth, Glam. Dep. £5 for each 
tender. 

Rochford RDC.—Hullbridge sewerage, first develop- 
ment. Messrs. Lemon and Blizard, 59, Tufton-st., 
SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 25. 

*Gosport BC.—Concrete base and ground work for 
community centre for Bridgemary, Rowner and 
Woodcot. BE&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

*Bletchley UDC.—Reinforced concrete structures at 
Sandhouse waterworks. WE. Dep. £5 5s. : 

Hawarden RDC.— Construction of obshill 
sewerage and sewage disposal works. Messrs. Elliott 
and Brown, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Sir—E DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition, clearance and development of 
a 3.6 acre site comprising 19 houses on the east side 
of Parker-gr., and a .5 acre site comprising Nos. 
3 and 5, Thurleigh-ave. The latter site is capable of 
development by the erection of ten dwellings. 

Camberwell.—BaTHS REINSTATEMENT.—Tenders are 
to be invited for the reinstatement of Wells-way 
Baths. The revised plan was prepared by Boro’ A, 
and a tender will be submitted by the direct labour 
organisation. 

Camberwell.—CoNVENIENCE.—LCC TP consent has 
been given to proposals by BC for the erection of a 
new convenience in Melon-rd. G. D. Walford & 
Ptnrs., Byron House, St. James’-st., SW1, are recom- 
mended for appointment as quantity surveyors for the 
scheme. 

Camberwell. — Repair Works. — MH&LG has 
authorised internal repair works and reinstatement at 
Kingswood House at an estimated cost of £15,000, as 
proposed by BC. . 

Croydon.—SHoPps AND MAISONETTES.—The erection 
of 22 shops and maisonettes on a site at the Central- 
par., Lodge-la., Addington, proposed by Mountford 
Pigott and Ptnrs., 3, Cromwell-pl., SW7, has been 
given TP permission. 

Croydon.—F.Lats, Houses AND MAISONETTES.—TP 
permission has been granted to proposals by Ss. O. 
Connor, 37, Orchard-rise, Shirley, for the erection of 
five flats, four houses and four maisonettes on the 
site of No. 293, Whitehorse-la., South Norwood. 

Croydon.—Houses.—The erection of four houses on 
the site of Nos. 14-16, Penge-rd., proposed by Yardley 
Properties, Ltd., Dacre House, Arundel-st., Strand, 
WC2, has been given TP consent. 

Croydon.—DEVELOPMENT.—TP permission has been 
granted to the following schemes proposed by Corpn.: 
Erection of 94 flats, 3 bungalows and 7 garages at 
Pawsons-rd. and Marion-rd., Bensham Manor; con- 
version into four flats of No. 1, Bedwardine-rd., 
Upper Norwood; rebuilding of pavilion at Duppas 
Hill recreation ground, Cooper-rd., Waddon; stage 2 
of the Lanfranc sec. mod. sch. at Mitcham-rd., West 
Thornton; and erection of Ingram 3 FE sec. girls’ sch. 
at Spurgeon-rd., Upper Norwood. 

Croydon.—Houses.—Proposals by H. Sawyers & 
Sons, 21, Grange-rd., Thornton Heath, for the erec- 
tion of four houses on the site of Nos. 14-16, Penge- 
rd., South Norwood, have been given TP conseat. 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP approval has been given 
to the erection of seven houses and garages on land 
between Nos. 376 and 446, Wickham-rd., Shirley, 
proposed by Bennett, Worskett and Bennett, 90, 
Belsize-la., NW3. z 

Croydon.—WAREHOUSE EXTENSION.—The extension 
of a warehouse at 60, Spring-la., Woodside, as pro- 
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by E. T. Snow & Co., 60, Spring-la., SE25, 
been given TP permission. 

ydon.—-SHOWROOM AND OFFICES.—TP consent 
has been given to the erection of a showroom, offices 
and workshop on the site of No. 351, Purley-way, 
Waddon, proposed by John Chapman & Son, of that 
address. 
_ Croydon.—Orrice ExTENSION.—TP permission, sub- 
ject to approval of detailed plans, has been granted 
to proposals by Wates, Ltd., 1,258-60, London-rd., 
Norbury, for the extension of their offices. 

Croydon.—FLatTs aND MAISONETTES.—The erection 
of eight flats or maisonettes on a site at Colliers 
Water-la., West Thornton, proposed by Mrs. E. L. 
Lloyd, 294, Brigstock-rd., Thornton Heath, has be 
given TP permission, 

Croydon.—DevELOPMENT.—TFP permission given to 
the proposals of Lawdon Partners, Ltd., bldg. con- 
tractors, 110, Victoria-st., SW1, for a new street and 
erection of 20 houses at the rear of No. 38, Bromley- 
hill, Waddon. 

Croydon.—Factery.—The erection of a factory in 
Waddon Marsh-way, pro; d by Chaplin and Pop- 
ham, Waddon Marsh orks, Waddon Marsh-way, 
has received TP consent. 

ydon.—BuUNGALOws.—Application has been made 
by S. J. Roads & Co., Ltd., 31, Grosvenor-rd., West 
Wickham, for TP consent to the erection of eight 
bungalows on a new street off Orchard-rise. 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP approval has been given to 
proposals by Sargent & Co., 55, Jasmine-gr., Penge, 
SE20, for the erection of five houses on the site 
of Nos. 15-25, Rockmount-rd., Upper Norwood. 

Croydon.—SHors AND OFFICES.—TP consent has 
been applied for by the Misses Hobbs, ‘‘ Norbury 
Hall,’’ Craignish-ave., Norbury, for the erection of 
four shops with offices and/or dwelling accommoda- 
tion over on land between Nos. 1,330 and 1,340, 
London-rd., Norbury. 

Horacharch.—Dwe_tincs.—The erection of — 11 
houses and one garage on a new street off Ravens- 
court-dr., Hornchurch, proposed by G. West & Co., 
Ltd., has been given TP approval. 

_Hornchurch.—Houses.—TP permission has been 
given to the proposed erection of four dwelling houses 
on a site in Parsonage-rd., Rainham, by G. A. Heath, 
builder, Westfield House, New-rd., Rainham. 

Horncharch.—Dwetiinc Houses.—By-law approval 
has been given to the erection of 44 dwelling houses 
on sites in Severn-dr., Upminster, by the Maylands 
Green Estate Co. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—The erection of 62 houses 
by the Elm Park Development Co., Ltd., on a new 
street in the Elm Park Estate, South Hornchurch, 
has been given TP approval. 

Hornchurch.—Dwetiinc Houses.—TP permission 
has been given to the erection of eight houses by 
Bifrons Estates, Ltd., in Marlborough-gdns. and 
Dorkins-way, Upminster. 

Hornchorch.—Houses.—Proposals by Upminster 
Estates, Ltd., Station-rd., Upminster, for the erection 
of 12 houses in Marlborough-gdns., Upminster, have 
been given TP approval. 

Horachurch.—ResiDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.—The use 
of land for residential development in Prospect-rd., 
Southend Arterial-rd., A127, Hornchurch, as proposed 
by — Properties, Ltd., has been approved by 

‘oma. 

Ruislip.—Primary ScHoo.t.—The erection of a 
Harlyn-dr. primary school for 320 pupils at Harlyn-dr , 
Northwood, has been proposed by Middlesex Ed. 


m. 
Shoreditch.—Sit— Acguisirion.—MBC are to 
acquire the premises of Nos. 127, Haggerston-rd. and 
Nos. 56-82 (even), Laburnum-st., in connection with 
= development of the Kingsland and St. Mary’s 
tates. 

Stoke Newington.—LoaNn SANcTION.—MH&LG have 
sanctioned the borrowing by MBC of £134,680 for 
the erection of dwellings at Manor-rd. Extension Site. 

are to make application for loan sanction of 
£41,620 for the acquisition of site and erection of 
dwellings at Lordship-rd./Grazebrook-rd.; and 
£257,334 for the erection of dwellings at Queen’s-dr. / 
Princess-cres. 

Stoke Newington.—Fiats.—LCC stages 1 and 2 per- 
missions have been received by MBC for the de- 
velopment of the Lordship-gr. /Grazebrook-rd. housing 
site. Hsg. Com. have considered a first stage scheme 
for the erection of 16 flats at an estimated building 
cost of £35,120, and recommend its approval by MBC, 
together with the appointment ef Howes and Jackman, 
1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, as architects, 
and E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 3, Bedford-sq., WC1, as 
quantity surveyors for the scheme. The latter firm 
are also recommended for appointment as quantity 
surveyors in connection with the erection of 121 flats 
on the Queen’s-dr. /Princess-cres. site. 

Stoke Newington.—Dwe.L.incs.—Hsg. Com. have 
authorised the invitation of tenders for the following 
schemes: Howard-rd. scheme (22 flats and branch 
library); Dynevor-rd. scheme (56 dwellings); Queen 
Elizabeth’s-cl. scheme (83 dwellings); Queen’s-dr. / 
Princess-cres. sch (121 dwellings) 

Wembley.—O_p Peropte’s Home.—Middlesex CC 
are recommended to approve the | prcened of land in 
Crawford-ave. as the site for an old people’s home. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Birkenhead.—Chief Fire Officer, A. R. G. Wray, 
has been requested to include in capital estimates for 
coming year sum of £30,000 for provision of new fire 
stn. to serve housing estate of Woodchurch. 

Birmingham.—Plans by Cotton, Ballard & Blow, 
architects, of Birmingham and London, for £5m. 
multi-storey shop and office block at Big Top site 
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between New-st., High-st. and Union-passage, sub- 
mitted to Corp 

irmingham.—Markets and Fairs Com. considering 
Provision of new abattoir and meat market on site 
near BIF building, Castle Bromwich, at cost est. by 


Coun. T. Paton, chairman of com.. between £2m. 
and £3m. 

Blyth.—TC plan erection of 25 houses in Coomas- 
sie-rd. BE, D. W. Foster 


Bollington.—UDC seek loan £53,307 for 38 houses 
at Henshaw-rd. site. 

Bradford.—ABC Garages (Bradford), Ltd., propose 
extensive developments to premises at White Abbey- 
rd. and Gracechurch-st.—TC approved scheme for 

daptations to premises at Thornton-rd., for cash-in 
centre, traffic office and canteen, £10,000 est. 

Bridgnorth.—Star Aluminium Co., Ltd., Marston- 
rd., Wolverhampton, propose erection of factory at 
junction Stourbridge and old Kidderminster-rd. 

Brighton.—Hsg. Com. proposing to build 180 three- 
storey flats and 64 houses on Bristol estate, behind 
Royal Sussex County Hospital, at cost £387,000.— 
Hsg. Com. also proj to build three-storey block 
of 18 flats at corner Eastern-rd. /Bristol-pl., at cost of 
£30,500.—Pav. Com. to borrow another £15,000 to 
continue restoration work on Royal Pavilion estate.— 
Parks Com. to borrow £31,393 to complete plan for 
central nursery which Min. of Hsg. have approved in 
principle. 

Chatham.—_MH&LG has approved spending of 
£72,126 by Council on erection of three-storey flats 
at Weeds Wood estate. 

Cheshire.—EC seek Min. approval for adaptations 
to Grappenhall Hall, near Warrington, as residential 
special sch., £120,027 est. 

Chesterfield.—RDC_ approved plans for farm build- 
ings at Ford Farm, Ogston, Higham, and alterations 
to farm buildings at High Ordish Farm, Ashover. for 
Ogstone Estates Co. ‘ 

Chesterfield.—PC Council of Newbold Parish 
Church propose large extensions to church.—Boots 
Cash Chemists (Eastern), Ltd., propose reconstruc- 
tion of premises at High-st., £36,000 est. 

Coventry.—City A approved plans for sports 
pavilion at Butts Stadium, £48,000 est.; approved plan 
for additional lairage accommodation at _ public 
abattoir, £40, est.—To prepare plans for new 
central baths opposite college of arts, £792,670 est.; 
approved scheme for hostel for men at Holbrook- 
la., £243,806 est.—City A, D. E. Gibson, to prepare 
plans for retail market, £250,000 est. 

Crayford (Kent).—Council building block of 
bachelor flats, containing 31 living units at Erith-rd., 
Barnehurst. . 

Darlington.—RDC_ suggested site on Thorntree 
estate, Middleton-St.-George, for erection of 
children’s home, for Durham CC. Cty. A, G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Darlington.—Dist. Hospital Com. received Govt. 
sanction to convert sch. clinic into two new wards 
and delivery theatre at Greenbank Maternity Hospital. 

Darwen.—BC approved plans for new office block 
at Spring Vale Station Yard, for Refined Iron Co., 
Ltd. 

Dover.—Plans for three-storey building of five 
shops, kiosk and five maisonettes in Market-sq., 
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TIMBER FLUID 


KILLS 





NO BETTER PRODUCT ON SALE TODAY 
Rentokil Timber Fluid kills beetle, egg and grub 
and successfully prevents all future attack. Use 
the proven insecticide and be free of wood- 
worm. For specialist advice or identification of 
specimens, call or ‘phone 

Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre (B), 

23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 

Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 

RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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approved by Planning Com. Submitted by Lawrence 
Farman & Partners, Architects, for S. J. Fullerton, 

Dudley.—BC to invite tenders for 170 houses at 
Sledmore estate. Architects, Webb & Gray, Tixtall 
House, St. James-rd., Dudley; approved layout for 42 
pairs of houses at Windmill End; to invite tenders for 
12 aged persons’ bungalows at Holly Hall-rd.; to in- 
vite tender from George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for 
erection of ‘*‘ No Fines ”’ flats at The Fold, Woodside. 
—Boro’ A to prepare scheme for erection of shops at 
Dudley Woad estate. 

ington.—RDC to apply for sanction to build 
100 houses for people in temporary bungalows. S, 
R. R. Lumsden. . 

Eccles.—BC approved plans for rebuilding of fire- 
damaged factory at Silk-st., for Synthetic Supplies, 
Ltd.; eight houses at Botany-rd., for K. Flitcroft, 2, 
The Retreat, Lumber-la., Worsley. 

Failsworth.—Managers of St. Mary’s RC sch. pro- 
pose erection of dining-room and scullery.. Plans by 
G. Noel Hill, Lancs Cty. A, Preston. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Mauchien, Weightman & 
Elphick, 12, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne, archi- 
tects for proposed garage, showroom, offices and 
petrol filling stn. at Sunderland-rd., for Grimshaw 
Leather & Co., Thirlwell-rd., Southwick, Sunderland. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC’s offer to erect 320 
houses to house people living in adjoining town of 
Gateshead accepted by Gateshead Corp. R. Morton, 
Chief Hsg. Officer for Felling UDC. 

Fleetwood.—TC propose erection of further 34 
houses on West View estate. 

borne.—UDC to sell site at junction Derby-rd. / 
Oak-ave. to Lancs CC for erection of sch. clinic and 
child welfare centre. 

Halifax.—TC received Home Office approval to pre- 
liminary plans for erection of new fire stn. at {lling- 
worth.—Approved five years’ scheme for restoration 
of the town hall by instalments. 

Hemel Hempstead.—RDC have agreed that E&S 
arrange for construction in Kings Langley of road- 
works permitting erection of houses, and that 
Council proceed with building 30 houses during this 


ear. 
. Keswick.—UDC to erect another 28 houses on Lat- 
rigg Close estate. Plans by S, R. Luther. “ 

.—TP Com. approved in principle erection of 
stage 1 of new J0-storey office block at rear of Civic 
Hall. Stage 1 includes four-storey building with: est. 
east £83,000. 

Liverpool.—Eric Benrose, Ltd., Long-la., Fazacker- 
ley, propose large extensions to printing works. Plans 
by own staff.—W. H. Hunt, Ltd., 23, Daulby-st., pro- 
pose alterations to factory. Architect, W. Lewis, 34, 
Castle-st., Liverpool. 

Middlesbrough.—Corp. to seek powers to extend 
boundaries into Stokesley area for building of about 
3,500 houses. BE, J. A. Kenyon. : 

Middlesbrough.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 
23, Albert-rd., architects for proposed alterations and 
additions in Linthorpe-rd., for T. Whatley & Son.— 
Sketch plans by P. R. Middleton, Albert-rd., for new 
stores in Linthorpe-rd., for Dickson & Benson, Ltd., 
approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Hospital __Brd., 
*‘Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., approved in_ principle 
£50,000 scheme for alterations to Walkergate 
Hospital. Board’s Chief A, P. H. Knighton, MBE, 
ARIBA. Barrett & Sons, 17, Brunswick-pl., New- 
castle, appointed QS. __ 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C recommended by Air- 
port Com. to spend further £29,000 on extensions to 
runway at Woolsington Airport. Also. proposed at 
later date to spend £180,000 on additional hangars 
and £107,000 on building to cope with additional 
passengers. City E, P. Parr, Town Hall. — 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Warehouse to be built at 37- 


39, Blandford-st., for F. Burdon. A., W. Bruce, 
Sandyford-la., Gosforth. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—S. H. Lawson, _Emerson- 


chbrs., prepared plans for rebuilding ‘‘ Three Bull 
Heads ’’ public-house in Percy-st., for Hammonds 
United Breweries.—Vickers-Armstrongs, Ltd., to erect 
ablutions centre in Water-st., and have prepared own 
plans.—Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, Eldon-sq., have 
prepared plaps for four houses in Halewood-ave. and 
six in Southwood-gdns. on Kenton North estate. — 

Plymouth.—Reconstruction Com. considering 
schemes for providing living accommodation over 
shops in neighbourhood of new pannier market, to 
incorporate 43 shops with 84 three-storey flats over, 
and 42 flats of four storeys. Approval of MH&LG 
will be ‘sought.—Development proposals approved for 
Mumford’s, Ltd., with Westminster Bank in Old 
Fown-st.; Car Sales, Derry’s Cross; Unitarian Church, 
Notte-st.; Millbay Laundry, Stonehouse, and 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., Richmond-walk. 

Preston.—EC received approval for extensions to 
Park sch. 

St. Helens.—EC to prepare plans for proposed Carr 
Mill jun. sch. 

Stanley.—UDC has found site for proposed new 
£20,000 factory to be built by Sturdy Electric Co., 
Ltd., Burnopfield, Stanley. 

Staveley.—-UDC approved in principle erection of 
aged persons’ club at Barrow Hill in 1955 programme. 

Stockport.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. 
approved new chest unit, £24,000 est.; new physio- 
therapy unit, £15,000 est.; and extension to nurses” 
dining-room at Stepping Hill Hospital and extensions 
to residential quarters at Stockport Infirmary. Work 
to commence next year. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to allocate land west of 
Fairfield-rd., for housing development by private en- 
terprise. Provision made for about 460 houses. 
BE, G. Cowan, Victoria-bldgs. 











October 


0U' 


tk 
to 
re 
e 


rence 


es at 
Tixtall 
or 42 
rs for 
10 in- 
side. 
Ps at 
build 











October 29 1954 THE BUILDER 97 


LOB AMEMO RS 2X8 


(affiliated to the Swedish Cellulose Company) S W EDE N 


offer - 


OUTSTANDING VALUE IN THEIR HARDBOARD PRODUCTION 
MARKETED AS 
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row =, Double Grown 


An all wood fibre hardboard of Manufactured with the same 
the highest standard. Hard enough basic raw materials as ‘Crown’ 
to give a perfect surface and great board but with additional oil and 
resilience but at the same time other treatment throughout to 
easy to work. The ideal “all purposes” give an even harder and tougher 
board. : board. 





Obtainable through the usual trade channels. In 
case of difficulty refer to the sole selling agents: — 


MARTIN OLSSON & SONS LTD MELBOURNE HOUSE ALDWYCH LONDON WC2 
Diet cial 





































































October 
THE BUILDER October 29 1954 





Stockton 
21 houses | 
Stoke-oa: 
warehouse 
D. Platt « 
Cheese Inc 


mises at Be 
Wide-sparm ms a Be 
rd., Bursle 

Sunderla 
Fulwell fe 
Boro’ A, ] 
OS, T. B 

Sunderla 
builders, f 
years on 
works. M 
Wakefiel 


timber 





M 
Lingham ¢ 
first instals 
Wallsend 
shops and 
G. Teasda 
Watford. 
estate for 
West Ha 
Manor esti 
Widnes.- 
scheme to 
cost of £61 
and adjace 
Wirkswo 
of further 
Ltd., prop 
cation to | 
Whitby.- 
section of 
Baxtergate. 
Whitley 
Seaton Slu 


Denotes 
Denotes 

+ Denotes 
§ Denotes 
€ Denotes 
ments, 


Bangor.- 
rc: 73. 
£18,863. 
Birkenhe 
BC: *Dell 
head, £39, 
Birmingt 
Newhall-st. 
‘Taylor W 
Birmingl 
rd., Sheld 
Contractor 
Blackbur 
TC: *Dire 
Housing, | 
Co. (Black 
classrooms 


For sectional timber buildings consult Hall’s. 
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detailed plans supplied against your specification. ag 
Carlisle. 
Illustrated catalogue free on request. Architects, 
Chevingt 
(CENTRE) Nurses’ Recreation Room, 30’ span x approx. 100’, el 
for Paddington Hospital, London. Illustration shows how i Press 
porches or lean-to extensions can be easily arranged. (Photo : UDC: =A 
courtesy Paddington Hospital Management Committee.) "lack 
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(1NsETS) These show Hall’s prefabricated partitions and standard ry aan a 
lining to walls and underside of roof. (Photos : courtesy No. & Sons, M 
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Stockton-on-Tees.—RDC approved plans by S for 
21 houses and six garages on Longnewton site. 

Stoke-oa-freat.—TC approved plans, extensions to 
warehouse and offices off Brownhill-rd., Tunstall, for 
D. Platt & Sons, Ltd.; improvements to Cheshire 
Cheese Inn, at Cheil-st., Hanley, for Bent’s Brewery 
Co., Ltd.; extensions.to works at Vauxhall-st., Long- 
= for T. Hales & Co. (Builders), Ltd.; licensed pre- 

1ises at Beaconsfield-dr., Burton, for J. Joule & Sons, 
Lt td., Stone; tobacco warehouse and offices at Scotia- 
rd. ‘Burslem, for J. Lunt. 

Sunderland.—-TC to purchase 14} acres of land at 
Fu! nan for proposed abattoir, to cost 
Boro’ C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. 
Qs, T. AW. Rae, 5, Belford-ter. 

Sunderland.—W. Doxford & Sons, Ltd., ship- 
builders, propose to spend £700,000 in next three 
years on further improvements to shipyard and 
works. Managing director, J. Ramsay Geddie. 

Wakefield.—TC to seek approval for 96 flats at 
junction Waterton and Haseldenwds. 

Wallasey.—BC appointed W. M. Law & Sons, 26, 
Exchange-st., Liverpool, as QS for erection of More- 
tom sec. mod. sch. William Jones, 27, Dale-st., Liver- 
pool, consulting structural E, and Ernest Griffith & 
Son, ** Kinders,’’ Allport-rd., Bromborough, heating. 
lighting and ventilatfon consultants.—BC received 
yp a. approval for following in 1955 _programme:— 

igham cty. prim. and jun. sch., £77,088 est.; and 
fn st instalment of Birket cty. prim. sch., £51, 392 est. 

Wallsend.—TC to seek sanction for erection of six 
shops and flats on West-st. estate, cost £12,150. BS, 
G. Teasdale. 

Watford.—Proposal to develop 26 acres of Holywell 
estate for industrial purposes. 

West Hartlepool.—BC to build 20 houses on Owen 
Manor estate by direct labour. Plans by BA. 

Widnes.—MH&LG has approved in principle TC’s 
scheme to convert and adapt into town hall, at total 
cost of £60,000, former Victoria-rd. Methodist church 
and adjacent school buildings. 

Wirksworth.—UDC seek Min. approval for erection 
of further 20 houses.—Southwark Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., propose erection of factory and have made appli- 
cation to UDC for suitable site. 

Whitby.—UDC to build 100 houses on north-west 
section of White Leys estate. A. C. D. Taylor, 41, 
Baxtergate. 

Whitley Bay.—BC to build eight more houses at 
Seaton Sluice. A, E. Roberts, BS. 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 
* Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denotes accepted by Government Depart- 
ments. 


Bangor.—16 Unity flats at Coed Mawr estate, for 
1 Jones & Son, 16, Mount-st., Bangor, 
£18, s 

Birkenhead.—30 houses at Prenton Dell estate, for 
—. a Investments, Ltd., Russell-rd., Birken- 
hea 

PM bi —Construction of office premises at 
Newhall-st., for Prudential Assurance Co., d.: 
*Taylor Woodrow Construction Co., Ltd., London. 

Birmingham.—Erection of branch library at Brays- 
rd., Sheldon, for TC: *A. Pearce & Sons (Building 
Contractors), Ltd., Birmingham. 

Blackburn.—30 houses at Shadsworth estate, for 
TC: *Direct Labour, £40,300; 12 flats: *Gregorv 
Housing, Ltd., £13,202; 100 dwellings: *Middleton & 
Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., £105,385; erection of hutted 
classrooms at Crosshill, for EC: *R. J. Patchett, Ltd., 
Bradford; erection of St. Peter’s RC Church at Mill 

ill: *Edward Lewis & Sons, Blackburn. 

Bolton.—Erection of new exhauster and generator 
house at Moor-la. Gas Works, for North-Western 
Gas Brd.: *John Tinline, Ltd., Parker-st. Sawmills, 

ury. 

Bradford Sg gr of structural work at Police 
Traffic Division HQ, Caledonia-st.. for TC: *W. J. 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham, £89,296. 

Brighton.—40 flats at Chelwood-cl., Hollingbury 
estate (Site ‘* B’’), for TC: *James Miller & Partners, 
Ltd., £62,299. 

_ Camberwell.—22 People’s houses at various sites, 
for BC: *Direct Labour, £47,693 (subject to Min. 
approval). 

é Canterbury. —24 houses at Whitehall estate, for 
TC: *K. A. Hawkes, Ltd., St. Margarets, Minnis-rd., 
Birchington, £32,950 (in "lieu of tender previously 
accepted). 

Canterbury.—26 houses at Westgate Farm estate, 


for TC: *G. Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd., 14, Wid- 
red-rd., Dover, £32.212. 

Carlisle.—Territorial Army centre at Harraby. 
Architects, Johnston & Wright, Castle-st., Carlisle: 


John Laing & Sons. Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
Chevington (Northumberland).—Erection of work- 


men’s club. Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., 
ee R. & G. Brown. Ltd., Albert- 
es mbie. 


Chigwell.—22 houses at Alderton Hall-la. site, for 





UDC: *A. E. Speed, £36,842 (subject to Min. 
approval) 
Clackmannan.—Four houses at St. Serf’s-road, 


Tullibody for CC. W. > _. LRIBA, County A. 
Mason and brickwork, .. & T. Syme, Ricarton, 
Clackmannan; carpenter re joiner — John Gow 
& Sons, Main-st., Sauchie; glazier work, A. Candlish, 
High-st., Alfoa; tiler and roughcast work, a Robertson 
& Sons (Slaters), Ltd., 17, Campbeli-si.. Dunterm!tine: 
Plumber work, D. ‘Burns, 31 Chapel-st., Dunferm- 
line: plaster a D. & J. Ogilvie P(Buiiders), Ltd., 
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Inverallan-rd., Bridge of Allan; electrical work, A. M. 
Todd, 83, Higk-st., Tillicoultry. 

Clackmannaz.—Six houses at Menstrie-rd., Tulli- 
body tor CC. W. H.- ricnry, LkibA, County A. 
Mason and brick work, R. Beatson & Son, Forthbank, 
Alloa; carpenter and joiner work, Juhn Gow & dons, 
Main Street, Sauchie; glazier work, A. Candlish, High- 
st., Alloa; tiler and roughcast work, J. Robertson & 
Sons (Siaters), Ltd., 1/, ee Duntermiine; 

lumber work, D. Burns, 31, Chapel-st., Dunferm- 

ine, plaster work, D. & J. Ogilvie "(Builders), Ltd., 
_— rd., Bridge of Allan; electrical work, _M. 
83, High-st. ., Tillicoultry. 

peg Scheme of eight traditional houses 
at Lower Mains, Dollar, for CC.» W. Henry, 
LRIBA, Cty. A, County-bldgs., Alloa. Mason and 
brick work, R. Beatson & Son, Forthbank, Alloa. 
Comet and joiner work, Robert Keir, 150, High- 

» Tillicoultry. Glazier work, A. Cand lish, High-st., 
poy Tiler and roughcast work, _ Robertson & 
Sons (Slaters), Ltd., 17, Campbell-st., Dunfermline. 
Plumber work, J. D. Burns, 31, Chapel-st., 
line. Plaster work, P. Ramage & Son, Brook-st., 
Alva. Electrical work, A. M. Todd, 83, High-st., 
Tillicoultry. 

Coldstream.—Erection of 28 houses at Home-pl., 
for TC: *Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., £37,075. 

Coventry.—Works for TC:—Eight bungalows at 
Halls Farm estate, Stoke Aldermoor: *F. Bratby & 
Sons, Ltd., 44, Mellowdew-rd., Wyken, £8,534; 48 
dwellings and 10 garages at Halis Farm estate: *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £60,267. 

Croydon.—Erection of 97 dwellings at Pawsons-rd. / 
Marion-rd., for : *W. J. Marston Sons, Ltd., 
London, Swe, £181,824 (subiect to Min. approval). 

Dudley.—Eight aged persons’ cottages at Wrens 
Nest-rd., for BC: *Five Oaks Estates, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton, £10,547; eight houses and eight flats at 
Cross-st.: *J. Harper & Sons, Ltd., Hagley-rd., Dud- 
ley, £22,408. 

East Boldon (Co. Durham).—Erection of office 
block and laboratory at Cleadon-la., for Insulating 
iy oe Ltd. Architect: J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine- 

Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Gordon Durham Co., East 
Bolan 

Edinburgh.—Reconstruction, additions and altera- 
tions, etc., of ‘‘ The Picture House ’’ and adjoining 
properties at Princes-st., for new premises for Marks 
Spencer, Ltd. James Monro & Son, F&ARIBA, 





Dunferm- 


307, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, 
WC2, architects. *Bovis, Ltd., 1, Stanhope-gate, 
London, 


Hackney.— Works for BC:—46 dwellings, five lock- 
up shops and 10 garages: *Direct Labour, £105,996. 

Haverfordwest.—Erection of 101 houses at City-rd., 
for TC: *Gibson & King. Milford Haven (74); 
Williams, Rosemarket (27). 

Heanor.—Eight houses, 
for UDC: *H. Stirland & Sons, Ltd., 
£10, 361, £12,686 and £13,065. 

Holborn.—Provision of alternative office accommo- 
dation at the rear Of the Town Hall, for BC: tC 
Roberts & Co., Ltd., £39,950. 

Leek.—208 houses at Baddeley Green site, for Coal 
Industry Housing Assoc.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London, £296,152; 20 houses at Haregate ate, for 
UDC: *Frost & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Newcast-under- 
Lyme, £30,576; 12 houses: *Tideswell Bros., Ltd., 
Basford, Stoke-on-Trent, £18,418. 

Lewisham.—Works for MBC:—Erection of 24 flats 
and three houses on sites at Leahurst-rd., Pascoe-rd. 
and Dermody-rd.:— 


10 houses and 10 houses, 
Kimberley, 


Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. £55,740 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. « Sie 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 54,820 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. ae ia 54,101 
Howard Farrow. Ltd. .. ee 54,039 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 53,700 
A. Roberts & Co.. Ltd. 53,434 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. .. 51,963 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. .. 51,951 
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E.11 





TELEPHONE: 


MARYLAND 4747 (2 ures) 








J. S. Alderton & Co., Lid. £51,433 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. . Shae 
*S. G. & A. Agombar .. -. 50,036 


Erection of block of 12 flats on sites of Nos. 9 to 
12 (consecutive) (inclusive), Lingards-rd.:— 


Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd. .. £27,150 
W. J. Mitehell & Son, Ltd. .. oa -- 26,672 
Halse & Sons, Lid... ae ia .. 25,940 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. . oe re -. ane 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 25,639 
S. G. & A. Agombar .. 25,455 


T. W. Driver, Ltd. ae me 


J. S. Alderton & Co., ht 24,825 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 24,808 
H.M.B. eg bta.. 24,481 
M. J. Deane & Co., 24,385 
*Herbert Kennard, Lia” 24,230 


Erection of block of 18 flats on sites iz Nos, 18 


to 32, Mount Pleasant-rd.:— 

Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. .. £36,386 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd. - ana 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd. 35,173 
W. J. Mitchell & Son. Ltd. 4,922 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. i 34,821 
Howard Farrow, Ltd. 34,421 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), ‘Ltd. 34,212 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 34,152 
Galbraith Bros.. Ltd. .. 33,920 
S. G. & A. Agombar = R, 
Halse & Sons. Lid. 32,895 


*Henry Kent (Builders), Eee. . p -. 32,804 
qLondon (Air Ministry). —Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended October 23:— 

Erection of buildings in ‘‘ SECO ’’ construction: 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich. Resurfacing 
work: Geo. Wimpey & Co., Bridgway House, Ham- 
mersmith Bridge-rd., W6: Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., Hut Hill Works, Chandler’s Ford, 
Eastleigh. Painting work: T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd. 
Crancellors Works, Croxly-rd., W9; Reid Bros., 22, 
Bank-st., Carlisle, 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed:— 
Completion of male cell block and recreation room, 
Tottenham Court-rd. Police Station: *H. Weait, Ltd., 
£4,939; Internal cleaning, etc., Barnes district garage: 
*Druce & Co., £2,777 

qLondon (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW for 
week ended October 16:— 

London: T.E. Shepherds ne. bey | alterations to 
the ground and third floors, T. S. Appleton Ltd., 
99/101, Goldhawk-road, Shepherds Bi Van- 
dyke, York-road, SW1, erection, The Demolition and 
Construction Co., Ltd., 3, St. James’s-square, SW1: 
11/12, Buckingham Gate, SW1, internal and external 
decorations, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 141, Ux- 
bridge-road, W12. Aberdeenshire: T.R.S. Kintore, 
erection, Alexander Hall & Son (Aberdeen), Ltd., 
Granitehill-road, Northfield, Aberdeen. Bedford- 
shire: Thurleigh Airfields, external painting, C. 


Phypers & Sons, Ltd., 11, Union-street, Bedford. 
Berkshire: Broadmoor _ Institution, Crowthorne, 
Berks, enlargement of clerks’ and stewards’ store, 


John C. Sargeant, St. Andrew’s Works, Bracknell, 
Berks. Cornwall: Coastguard Station, Porthoustock, 
new bathrooms, G. G. Davey, Trescoth-lane, Penryn, 
Cornwall. Essex: North Weald Wireless Station, ex- . 
tension to ‘‘ D”’ Station, Barvis Partners, Ltd., 45, 
Queens-road, Brentwood, ie Lancashire : 
M/Supply Highways Hostel, Balshaw-lane, Buxton. 
Chorley, internal decorations, R. Park & Sons, 2, 
Fox-street, Preston. Moray (Scotland): T. R.S. Forres, 
erection, The Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., Wards-road, Elgin. Shropshire: H.O. Tilstock 
Airfield, Nr. Whitchurch, Salop, alterations and re- 
pairs to buildings, Jenks Builders, Ltd., Crescent- 
lane House, Strewsbury. Yorkshire: T.E. Low Moor, 
Nr. Bradford, erection, Higgs t Hill, Ltd., 33, St. 
Paul’s-street, Leeds 1; N.A. me marae. ** Rother- 
ham, extensions to existing Pod... J. Dixon (Don- 
caster), Ltd., Greenfield-lane, Dalby, Doncaster. 


London (MWB).—Contracts placed:—Repairs to 
roof, etc., of Brixton North and Brixton South reser- 
wen B. Edwards & Co. (Whyteleafe), Ltd.. 


{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended October 16:— 

Lanarkshire: Thermal insulation, William Gibson & 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., Paisley. Seen: Insula- 
tion of huts, Edward Gibbon & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow: 
Heating installations, The Brightside Foundry & 
Engineering Co., Ltd:, Glasgow. Midlothian: Paint- 
ing, Neil Nicholson &’ Co., Kirkcaldy; Building. John 
Cullen (Contractors), Ltd., Musselburgh. Lincs: 
Heating and hot water installations, F. G. Skerritt. 
Ltd., Nottingham. Warwickshire: Heating installa- 
tion, A Heaton & Co., Ltd., Liversedge. Glamorgan : 
Building, Farrans (London), Ltd., Cardiff. Wilts: 
Building. Sloggets (Contractors), Ltd., London. 
Som: Building. Robert Bros. (Contractors) Ltd.. 
Bridgwater. Dorset: Building, Jehn Wilson & 
Sons, Ltd., Parkstone. Essex: Reinforsed concrete 
slabs, A. D. Jackson & Son (Contractors), Ltd.. 
Southend-on-Sea. 

Manchester.—Rebuilding premises at 
for C. & A. Modes, Ltd.: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd.. 
Swinton, nr. Manchester; extensions to works of 
Phillips (Quilts), Ltd., Baird-st. and Heyrod-st., Man- 
chester: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. 
Manchester. 

Mere and Tisbury.—Erection of 11 houses at Chil- 
mark, for RDC. Bothams & Brown, LRIBA, archi- 


Oléham-st.. 


tects, 32, Chipper-la., Salisbury. Quantities by John 
S. Nevill, FIAS: *C. P. Unwin & Sons, Ltd., 33. St. 
Peter-st., Tiverton, Devon, £18,103. 


Middlesbrough. —Erection of 28 houses at south 
side of Church-la. Architect, P. R. Middleten. 







Le., 
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Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: 
Back ymore-st., 


*E. T. Sweeting & Son, 
Middlesbrough. 








FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


HAS BRANCHES AT 
BIRMINGHAM - COVENTRY 
DUDLEY - -° LEICESTER 
NUNEATON -° SHREWSBURY 
WALSALL * WORCESTER 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 per annum 


YOU SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF THIS 
TRULY REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 


Phone or write to;— 
THE REGIONAL SECRETARY 
COLERIDGE CHAMBERS 
177, CORPORATION STREET 
BIRMINGHAM, 4. Tel.; Central 3855 


THE BUILDER 


Middlesbrough.—Alteratioss and adaptations to 
North Ormesby Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. Hospital 
ON Duniza,’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
P. H. Knighton, Board’s Chief A: *Russell Bros., 
Stockton-on-Tees, £8,628. 

Middlesex.—Works for CC:—Erection of ambu- 
lance depot at Central Middlesex Hospital, Willesden: 
*Williams & Pratt, Ltd., £23,102. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Erection of factory, St. Law- 
rence-rd., for Watson & Son: *T. W. Grey & Sons, 
Front-st., Tynemouth. 

Nottingham.—Frection of Charnwood sec. sch., 
Ruddington-dr., Clifton: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., 
Loughborough; erection of Bilborough-rd. gram. 
sch.: *Hutchinsog & Rostance (Builders), Ltd., 2, 
Kings Meadow-rd., Nottingham. 

Peterhead.—Seventh development of Catto-dr. sec- 
tion, 24 houses in four blocks of three storeys. R. D. 
Cruickshanks, FRIBA, Arehitect, Municipal-bldgs.. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works, Robert 
Bain & Sons, Lid., Old Deer, Aberdeen; plumbing, 
re gy | engineering and allied works, William Milne, 
Ltd., Broad-st., Peterhead; joinery, carpentry, iron- 
mongery and allied work, Bruce & Crow, Ltd., Wind- 
mill Sanitary Engineering Works, Peterhead; ’slating, 
roughcasting and allied works, William Simpson, St. 
Peter’s-st., Peterhead; plaster, lathing, cement and 
allied works, William L. Weir, The Talbooth Wynd, 
Peterhead; electrical fittings, installation and allied 
works, Duthie’s, Ltd., 41, Broad-st., Peterhead; paint- 
ing, decorating, glazing and allied works, Watson & 
Whyte, Miaiden-st., Peterhead. 

Peterlee.—44 houses and nine flats at Easington- 
way, for Peterlee Development Cope, Shotton 
Hall, Castle Soon. be ag Chief A, W. J. 
Scott: *Lane, Fox & C High Barnes Works, 
Sunderland, £85,004 er ro Min. approval). 

erham.—Houses at Kimberworth Park estate, 
for BC: *O. Weaver & Sons, Ltd., Harlington-rd., 
Mexborough, £56,984 (48); *C. Earnshaw (Rother- 
ham), “yr ae Coke-la., Rotherham, £24,845 (20); 

*Beeden, Thrybergh, nr. Rotherham, £21,340 
and £17, a6 “is and 14). 

Skoreditch.—Erection of two further blocks of 
a at Wenlock Barn estate and a further block 
t Kingsland and St. Mary’s estates: *Tersons, Ltd., 

£128, 885 arid £44,512. 

Seuth Shields.—Erection of club at Simonside. 
Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *R. W. Bell & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistle- 
toe-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stirlingshire.—New machine and blacksmiths’ depts. 
and new storage buildings at Stirling Motive Power 
Depot, for British Railways. m Y. Sanderson, 
MinstCE, A&E, St. Enoch’s Station-bldgs., Howard- 
ae Glasgow, Cl. Steel construction and allied works: 
*William Baird & Son, Ltd., Temple Iron Works, 
Possilpark, Glasgow, WC2. 








STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER METALLIC HARDENER 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE Rae Art. TEPUSLES 
WITH OLD OR N 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 


October 29 1954 


Stockton-on-Tees.—39 houses on 66 flats x Foe 
rack, for TC. Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 
Square, Stockton: *Moore & Cartwright, High 
Norton, soon. £127,410 
Sutton Jd.—12 flats at Coleshill-rd 
*A. E. Jones 37, Hansons Bridge-rd., £10, 
dwellings at Falcon Lodge estate *Cr 
(Builders), Ltd., 101, Sladefield-rd.. £12, Sil. 
Uttoxeter.—Further 48 ag for UDC: 
Bros., Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd., 
Walsall.—-Four shops wit’ 
Blakenall Heath, for BC: 
115, Walsall-rd., Aldridge, Staffs, £11,759. 
Walthamstow.—Works for BC:—Erection of 
flats at Clifford-rd. /Forest-rd.: *S. B. Budge & 
£9,103; erection of 10 we i Fyfield-rd. Pike 
ave.: *S. B. Budge & Co,, £15,150. 
Wednesbury. —40 oor at Millfields estate, for 
TC: *S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., Wednesbury, 


£37,490 
Hateley Heath 





West Bromwich.—48 houses at 
estate, for TC: *F. A. & H. Taylor, Walsall, ” ¢58 ,647, 
Wolverhampton.—Erection of new premises ati 
Dudley-st., for Dale Forty & Co., Ltd., London; 
*J, & F. Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich, Staffs. 
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BROAD-ACHESON 


BLOCKS 
rompt delivery 
from bigger production 


BROAD & T 


STRUCTURAL 


PAL NGTON 





THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C y 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Vietoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 





























GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 








Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
E.C.1 
MONarch 7597-8 
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